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O. Henry's "One Thousand Dollars" is a captivating short story that delves into themes of wealth, morality,
and the human condition. Written by the renowned American author William Sydney Porter—better known by
his pen name O. Henry—this narrative explores the dilemmas faced by its protagonist, the complexities of
financial fortune, and the ultimate realization of what truly matters in life. Through witty dialogue and a
twist ending, O. Henry crafts a thought-provoking tale that continues to resonate with readers today.

Overview of the Story

"One Thousand Dollars" tells the story of a young man named Gillian who inherits a sum of money after the
death of his wealthy uncle. The story opens with Gillian receiving a check for one thousand dollars, a
considerable amount at the time. However, the stipulation is that he must spend the money within one week, or it
will revert to the estate. This premise sets the stage for a series of events that challenge Gillian's values and
perceptions of wealth.

The Protagonist: Gillian

Gillian is portrayed as a somewhat naive young man, caught between the allure of wealth and the
responsibilities that accompany it. He initially sees the one thousand dollars as an opportunity for indulgence
and enjoyment. However, as the story unfolds, his character reveals deeper layers of complexity:

- Naivety: He initially views the money as a means to satisfy his whims without considering the consequences.
- Conflict: As he contemplates how to spend the money, he is confronted with the moral implications of his
choices.
- Growth: Gillian’s journey throughout the story ultimately leads him to a profound realization about the
value of selflessness over material wealth.

The Plot Development

The narrative progresses as Gillian grapples with various ways to spend the money. His internal conflict drives
the plot and highlights the central themes of the story.

Initial Spending Spree

At first, Gillian is excited about the freedom that comes with his inheritance. He considers a range of
extravagant purchases, including:

1. Luxury Items: He contemplates buying a new suit and lavish gifts for himself.
2. Entertainment: He considers spending on nights out and extravagant meals.
3. Gifts for Others: He briefly thinks about using the money to impress a woman he admires.

However, his superficial desires begin to clash with the realization that such spending may not bring him the
fulfillment he seeks.



The Turning Point

As the week progresses, Gillian’s thoughts begin to shift from selfish indulgence to a more altruistic
perspective. He encounters a friend, a struggling artist, whose financial burdens become a source of guilt for
him. The juxtaposition of his newfound wealth against the struggles of those around him sparks deeper
introspection.

- Moral Quandary: Gillian’s initial excitement transforms into a moral dilemma as he recognizes the disparity
between his fortune and the hardships faced by others.
- Self-Reflection: He starts to question his values, considering the impact of his decisions on the people in his
life and the world around him.

The Climax and Resolution

As the deadline for spending the money approaches, Gillian makes a surprising decision. Instead of using the funds
for personal gain, he chooses to invest in something meaningful. His act of selflessness culminates in a dramatic
twist that reveals the true nature of wealth and the importance of human connection.

The Twist Ending

In a hallmark of O. Henry’s storytelling style, the twist ending serves to challenge the reader’s expectations.
Gillian’s ultimate choice reflects his growth and maturity throughout the narrative. Rather than squandering
the money on fleeting pleasures, he demonstrates that true fulfillment comes from acts of kindness and
generosity.

- Final Decision: Gillian decides to use the money to help someone in need, illustrating the transformative power
of selflessness.
- Reflection on Wealth: The twist emphasizes that wealth is not merely about monetary value but also about
the love and compassion one shares with others.

Thematic Exploration

The themes present in "One Thousand Dollars" resonate on multiple levels. O. Henry uses Gillian’s journey to
explore:

Wealth and Morality

The story invites readers to consider the ethical implications of wealth. Through Gillian’s experience, O. Henry
critiques the societal tendency to equate money with happiness. The contrast between Gillian's initial
selfishness and his eventual selflessness underscores the idea that true wealth is found in relationships and the
well-being of others.

Human Connection

Another significant theme is the importance of human connection. Gillian’s interactions with others serve as a
reminder that wealth can create opportunities for connection and empathy. The narrative suggests that genuine
relationships are far more valuable than any monetary sum.



Self-Discovery

Gillian’s journey is also one of self-discovery. The inheritance acts as a catalyst for his personal growth,
prompting him to reevaluate his priorities and values. By the story's end, he emerges as a more thoughtful and
compassionate individual, illustrating the transformative impact of introspection and experience.

Conclusion

O. Henry’s "One Thousand Dollars" is a masterful exploration of wealth, morality, and the human experience.
Through the character of Gillian, readers are invited to reflect on the true meaning of wealth and the value of
selflessness. The story’s twist ending serves as a poignant reminder that life’s most significant riches are often
found in our relationships and acts of kindness, rather than in the currency we possess. As relevant today as
it was at the time of its writing, "One Thousand Dollars" continues to inspire readers to consider what it
means to live a meaningful and fulfilling life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of O. Henry's 'One Thousand Dollars'?

The main theme revolves around the concepts of wealth, moral values, and the true meaning of happiness,
illustrating how money can influence decisions and relationships.

Who is the protagonist in 'One Thousand Dollars'?

The protagonist is a young man named Gillian who unexpectedly receives a bequest of one thousand dollars
from his uncle.

What dilemma does Gillian face in the story?

Gillian faces the dilemma of how to spend the one thousand dollars, as he must decide whether to keep it or use
it in a way that honors his uncle's memory.

How does the ending of 'One Thousand Dollars' surprise readers?

The ending surprises readers by revealing that Gillian's seemingly foolish decision to give away the money was a
calculated act of love, demonstrating his true character.

What literary techniques does O. Henry use in 'One Thousand Dollars'?

O. Henry employs irony, foreshadowing, and a twist ending, which are hallmark techniques of his storytelling
style.

What does Gillian's final choice reveal about his character?

Gillian's final choice reveals that he values emotional connections and personal integrity over material
wealth, highlighting a deeper moral lesson.

In what ways does 'One Thousand Dollars' critique society's view of



wealth?

The story critiques society's obsession with wealth by showcasing how the pursuit of money can lead to
superficial values and misguided priorities.

How does O. Henry use humor in 'One Thousand Dollars'?

O. Henry uses humor through Gillian's na�ve ideas about spending money and the humorous interactions with
other characters, adding levity to the underlying serious themes.

What is the significance of the character of the lawyer in the story?

The lawyer serves as a foil to Gillian, embodying practicality and cynicism, while highlighting Gillian's more
idealistic and emotional approach to wealth.

How does 'One Thousand Dollars' reflect O. Henry's writing style?

The story reflects O. Henry's writing style through its witty dialogue, intricate plot twists, and the
exploration of human emotions, all wrapped in a concise narrative.
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