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The New York State (NYS) Cosmetology Practical Exam is a crucial step for aspiring cosmetologists seeking
licensure in one of the largest beauty markets in the United States. This hands-on examination assesses
candidates' practical skills in various cosmetology disciplines, including hair, skin, and nails. To successfully
navigate this exam, candidates must come prepared with a comprehensive supply list. This article provides a
detailed overview of the essential items needed for the NYS cosmetology practical exam, tips on how to
prepare, and insights into the exam process.

Understanding the NYS Cosmetology Practical Exam

Before diving into the supply list, it's essential to understand what the practical exam entails. The NYS
Cosmetology Practical Exam consists of several components designed to evaluate a candidate's proficiency in
the following areas:

- Hair cutting
- Hair styling
- Hair coloring
- Chemical waving
- Skin care
- Nail care

Each candidate is required to demonstrate their skills on a live model while being observed by state examiners.
The practical exam typically lasts several hours, and candidates are evaluated based on their technique,
professionalism, sanitation practices, and overall performance.

General Preparation Tips

Preparing for the practical exam goes beyond just gathering supplies. Here are some tips to help you excel:

1. Practice, Practice, Practice: Regular practice is vital to ensure that you are comfortable with the skills
you will be demonstrating.
2. Review Sanitation Protocols: Familiarize yourself with the sanitation and safety guidelines as these are
critical components of the exam.
3. Mock Exams: Conduct mock exams with peers or instructors to simulate the exam environment.
4. Time Management: Practice completing tasks within the allotted time to ensure you stay on schedule during
the actual exam.
5. Stay Informed: Regularly check the NYS Department of State, Division of Licensing Services website for
updates or changes to the exam format or requirements.

Essential Supplies for the NYS Cosmetology Practical Exam

Candidates must bring a variety of supplies and equipment to the practical exam. Below is a categorized list of
essential items required for the NYS Cosmetology Practical Exam:



Hair Cutting and Styling Supplies

1. Shears: A pair of professional-grade hair cutting shears.
2. Thinning Shears: For texturizing hair.
3. Combs: Various sizes of combs (wide-toothed, fine-toothed).
4. Brushes: Round brushes, paddle brushes, and a vent brush.
5. Blow Dryer: A reliable blow dryer suitable for styling.
6. Flat Iron: For straightening hair.
7. Curling Iron: A versatile curling iron for various styles.
8. Hair Clips: Sectioning clips to hold hair in place.
9. Water Spray Bottle: To dampen hair as needed.
10. Hair Products: Mousse, gel, hairspray, and other styling products (size and quantity as required by the
exam guidelines).

Hair Coloring Supplies

1. Color Bowl: For mixing hair color.
2. Color Brush: For applying hair color evenly.
3. Gloves: Disposable gloves to protect hands during color application.
4. Tinting Brush: A fine brush for precise application.
5. Foils or Meche: For highlighting techniques.

Chemical Services Supplies

1. Perm Rods: Various sizes for creating curls.
2. Neutralizer: For finishing perm services.
3. Chemical Cap: To cover hair during processing.
4. Applicator Bottles: For applying chemical solutions.

Skin Care Supplies

1. Facial Cleanser: For cleansing the model's face before the service.
2. Exfoliant: For preparing the skin.
3. Moisturizer: To hydrate the skin afterward.
4. Facial Mask: (if applicable) for demonstration purposes.
5. Cotton Pads: For applying products and removing make-up.
6. Spatula: For applying creams and masks.

Nail Care Supplies

1. Nail Clippers: For trimming nails.
2. Nail File: For shaping nails.
3. Cuticle Pusher: For pushing back cuticles.
4. Buffer Block: For smoothing nail surfaces.
5. Nail Polish: A selection of colors for application.
6. Top Coat and Base Coat: Essential for finishing nail services.
7. Manicure Bowl: For soaking nails.



Sanitation and Safety Supplies

1. Disinfectant Spray: For disinfecting tools and surfaces.
2. Barbicide: For sanitizing tools.
3. Towels: Clean towels for drying hands and tools.
4. Trash Bags: For disposing of waste and used materials.
5. First Aid Kit: For any minor emergencies that may arise.

Miscellaneous Supplies

1. Practice Mannequin Head: For practicing hair services if applicable.
2. Model: A live model for demonstrating the services during the exam (ensure they meet the exam requirements).
3. Apron or Smock: To protect your clothing during the exam.

Final Preparations

In the days leading up to the exam, candidates should conduct final checks to ensure they have all required
supplies. It is also advisable to pack everything in a sturdy, organized case or bag to streamline the process on
exam day.

- Checklist: Create a checklist of all supplies to avoid forgetting anything.
- Label Supplies: Consider labeling your kit to quickly identify items during the exam.
- Arrive Early: On the day of the exam, arrive at the testing location early to settle in and prepare.

Conclusion

The NYS Cosmetology Practical Exam is a significant milestone for cosmetology students, and being well-
prepared with the right supplies is essential for success. By following the detailed supply list outlined above
and adhering to effective preparation strategies, candidates can navigate the exam with confidence. Remember,
practice and preparation are key to demonstrating your skills and securing your cosmetology license in New
York State. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What supplies do I need to bring for the NYS cosmetology practical exam?

You need to bring a mannequin head, combs, scissors, hair clips, a blow dryer, a curling iron, a flat iron,
brushes, and a variety of hair products.

Are there any specific brands of products required for the NYS cosmetology
practical exam?

No specific brands are required, but it's important to use high-quality products that you're familiar with to
ensure the best results.



Do I need to bring my own tools for the NYS cosmetology practical exam?

Yes, you are required to bring your own tools, including scissors, combs, and any other equipment you plan to
use during the exam.

Is there a list of prohibited items for the NYS cosmetology practical exam?

Yes, prohibited items typically include any items that could cause injury, such as sharp objects not related to
the exam, and any form of electronic devices.

Can I use my personal cosmetics during the NYS cosmetology practical
exam?

Yes, you can use your personal cosmetics, but they must be professional grade and suitable for the tasks you
will perform.

How do I organize my supplies for the NYS cosmetology practical exam?

Organize your supplies in a portable case or bag, separating tools by type and ensuring everything is easily
accessible during the exam.

What if I forget an item from the supply list for the NYS cosmetology
practical exam?

If you forget an item, you may not be able to complete the exam as required. It's crucial to double-check your
supply list before the day of the exam.

Are there any specific sanitation requirements for my supplies during the NYS
cosmetology practical exam?

Yes, all tools and supplies must be clean and sanitized according to state regulations to ensure the safety of
clients and examiners.

Where can I find the official NYS cosmetology practical exam supply list?

The official supply list can be found on the New York State Department of State's website or through your
cosmetology school.

How can I practice with my supplies before the NYS cosmetology practical
exam?

You can practice by using your mannequin head and tools at home or in a supervised setting, focusing on the
techniques you'll be tested on.
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