
nu tan hide tanning instructions
nu tan hide tanning instructions provide a detailed guide to achieving supple, well-
tanned leather using the Nu Tan Hide Tanning Kit. This process is popular among leather
crafters and hobbyists seeking a durable and flexible finish on animal hides. The
instructions cover every essential step, from preparation and soaking to tanning and
finishing, ensuring optimal results. Understanding the right techniques and timing is crucial
for successful tanning with Nu Tan products. This article elaborates on the materials
needed, step-by-step procedures, tips for troubleshooting, and advice on preserving the
longevity of the tanned hide. Whether tanning deer, elk, or other hides, following these
guidelines will help avoid common pitfalls and produce beautiful, long-lasting leather. The
comprehensive content below is designed to assist users at every stage of the Nu Tan
tanning process.

Preparation of the Hide

Soaking and Cleaning

Tanning Process with Nu Tan Solution

Softening and Stretching the Hide

Drying and Finishing Techniques

Maintenance and Storage of Tanned Hide

Preparation of the Hide
Proper preparation of the hide is the foundation of successful tanning using Nu Tan Hide
Tanning instructions. Prior to tanning, the hide must be thoroughly fleshed and cleaned to
remove all excess fat, meat, and membrane. This step ensures the tanning agents can
penetrate the hide evenly and prevent odors or decay.

Fleshing the Hide
Fleshing involves removing residual tissue from the inner side of the hide. Use a fleshing
knife or a dull-edged tool to carefully scrape off fat and meat without damaging the skin.
This step is essential, as leftover tissue can interfere with the tanning chemicals and cause
spoilage.

Removing Hair (Optional)
Depending on the desired final product, hair removal may be necessary. Nu Tan systems



can be used for both hair-on and hair-off hides, but instructions vary. For hair-off hides,
soak the hide in a lime solution or use a commercial hair removal agent before tanning. For
hair-on hides, ensure the hair is clean and free of dirt.

Trimming
Trim any loose edges or damaged areas to create a uniform hide shape. This facilitates
easier handling during soaking and tanning.

Soaking and Cleaning
Soaking the hide before tanning softens it and removes salt or other curing agents. This
step is crucial in the Nu Tan Hide Tanning instructions to prepare the skin fibers for
chemical absorption.

Initial Soak
Immerse the fleshed hide in clean, cold water for 12 to 24 hours. This rehydrates the hide,
making it pliable and ready for the cleaning process. Agitate the water occasionally to help
loosen dirt and debris.

Pickling and Washing
After soaking, wash the hide with mild detergent or soap to remove oils and contaminants.
Rinse thoroughly to avoid residue buildup. Some users lightly acidify the soak water with
vinegar or lemon juice to balance pH before tanning, although this is optional based on the
specific hide and tanning method.

Tanning Process with Nu Tan Solution
The core of the Nu Tan Hide Tanning instructions involves immersing the prepared hide in
the tanning solution. This solution contains natural oils and tanning agents that preserve
and soften the hide fibers.

Mixing the Tanning Solution
Follow the manufacturer’s guidelines to prepare the Nu Tan tanning solution. Typically, the
concentrate is diluted with warm water to the recommended ratio. Proper mixing ensures
consistent tanning results.



Immersion Tanning
Submerge the hide fully in the tanning solution for the specified duration, usually between
24 to 48 hours, depending on the thickness and size of the hide. Agitate the solution gently
at intervals to ensure even penetration of tanning agents.

Monitoring Tanning Progress
Check the hide periodically for softness and color change. The goal is to achieve a supple,
evenly tanned leather without over-tanning, which can cause stiffness or brittleness.

Softening and Stretching the Hide
After tanning, the hide requires mechanical softening and stretching to develop flexibility.
This step is vital in the Nu Tan Hide Tanning instructions to produce a finished product
suitable for crafting or wearing.

Stretching Techniques
Lay the wet tanned hide on a flat surface or stretch it over a frame. Pull the hide evenly in
all directions to break down fibers and increase softness. This process may take several
hours and should be repeated as the hide dries.

Using a Softening Tool
Employ a softening paddle or dull rounded object to work the hide further. This helps to
separate fibers and improve suppleness. Apply firm but controlled pressure to avoid
damaging the leather.

Drying and Finishing Techniques
Proper drying and finishing are the final stages in the Nu Tan Hide Tanning instructions.
These steps lock in the tanning benefits and prepare the hide for long-term use.

Controlled Drying
Dry the hide slowly at room temperature or in a shaded, well-ventilated area. Avoid direct
sunlight or heat sources, which can cause shrinkage or stiffness. Maintain tension on the
hide while drying to preserve shape and softness.



Applying Conditioners and Oils
Once dry, apply leather conditioners or oils recommended by Nu Tan or compatible with
vegetable-tanned leather. This rehydrates the hide, enhances durability, and improves
texture.

Optional Dyeing and Sealing
If desired, the tanned hide can be dyed using appropriate leather dyes. After dyeing, seal
the leather with a protective finish to prevent moisture absorption and wear.

Maintenance and Storage of Tanned Hide
Maintaining the quality of a Nu Tan tanned hide involves proper storage and periodic care.
This ensures the leather remains supple and resistant to damage over time.

Storage Recommendations
Store the tanned hide in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight. Avoid folding or
creasing the leather to prevent permanent marks. Use breathable covers or bags to protect
from dust while allowing air circulation.

Routine Cleaning and Conditioning
Clean the leather with a damp cloth to remove dirt periodically. Apply leather conditioners
every few months to maintain softness and prevent drying or cracking.

Repairing Minor Damage
Address scratches or minor tears promptly using leather repair kits or professional services.
Early maintenance extends the life and appearance of the tanned hide.

Ensure thorough fleshing and cleaning before tanning

Soak hides properly to prepare fibers

Follow Nu Tan solution mixing and immersion times accurately

Stretch and soften hides during drying to improve flexibility

Dry hides slowly, avoiding heat and sunlight exposure

Condition and maintain hides regularly for longevity



Frequently Asked Questions

How do I properly apply Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion for
best results?
To apply Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion, start with clean, exfoliated skin. Use a tanning mitt to
evenly apply the lotion in circular motions, ensuring full coverage. Allow the lotion to dry
completely before dressing to avoid streaks.

How long should I wait before showering after applying
Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion?
It is recommended to wait at least 6-8 hours after applying Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion
before showering to allow the tan to fully develop and set on your skin.

Can I use Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion on my face?
Yes, Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion is safe for use on the face. Apply a small amount evenly
and blend well to avoid streaks. Make sure to use gentle exfoliation before application for
best results.

What skin type is Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion suitable
for?
Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion is suitable for all skin types, including sensitive skin. It is
formulated to provide a natural-looking tan while moisturizing the skin.

How often should I reapply Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion
to maintain my tan?
To maintain your tan, it is recommended to reapply Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion every 3-5
days, depending on how quickly your skin exfoliates and your desired tan intensity.

Do I need to exfoliate before using Nu Tan Hide tanning
lotion?
Yes, exfoliating before applying Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion is important to remove dead
skin cells and ensure an even, streak-free tan.

Can Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion be used on the body
and face simultaneously?
Yes, Nu Tan Hide tanning lotion can be used on both the body and face. Apply evenly and



use a tanning mitt for the body and clean hands or mitt for the face for best application.

Are there any special precautions when using Nu Tan
Hide tanning lotion?
Avoid contact with eyes and broken skin. Wash hands thoroughly after application to
prevent staining. Wear dark or loose clothing until the lotion dries completely to avoid
transfer.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Nu Tan Hide: The Ultimate Guide to Flawless Tanning
This comprehensive guide walks readers through every step of the Nu Tan Hide tanning
process. It includes detailed instructions on preparation, application, and aftercare to
ensure an even, natural-looking tan. Perfect for beginners and seasoned tanners alike, the
book offers tips to avoid common mistakes and maximize results.

2. The Science Behind Nu Tan Hide: Understanding Ingredients and Effects
Delve into the chemistry of Nu Tan Hide products with this informative book. It explains
how different ingredients work to provide a streak-free, long-lasting tan while nourishing
the skin. Ideal for those interested in the formulation and benefits of self-tanning solutions.

3. Nu Tan Hide for Every Skin Type: Customized Tanning Instructions
This book addresses how to tailor Nu Tan Hide tanning techniques for various skin types
and tones. Readers will find personalized advice on application frequency, product
selection, and maintenance to achieve the perfect glow. It emphasizes safety and skin
health throughout the tanning process.

4. From Prep to Glow: Step-by-Step Nu Tan Hide Tanning Routine
A practical manual that breaks down the Nu Tan Hide tanning routine into easy-to-follow
steps. It covers everything from exfoliation and moisturizing to the final tan reveal. The
book also includes troubleshooting tips to fix uneven tans or fading.

5. Nu Tan Hide Aftercare Essentials: Maintaining Your Radiant Tan
Learn how to extend the life of your Nu Tan Hide tan with proper aftercare techniques. This
book discusses moisturizing, avoiding harsh soaps, and protecting the skin from UV
damage. It also offers advice on how to safely fade or remove the tan when desired.

6. Natural-Looking Tans with Nu Tan Hide: Tips and Tricks
Discover expert strategies to achieve a natural, sun-kissed appearance using Nu Tan Hide
products. The author shares insider tips on blending, layering, and timing to avoid the
dreaded orange tint. Photographs and illustrations help readers visualize the best
application methods.

7. Nu Tan Hide for Men: Tailored Tanning Instructions and Advice
Specifically designed for men, this book addresses common concerns and preferences in
male tanning routines. It provides clear guidance on how to use Nu Tan Hide effectively for
a masculine, healthy tan. The book also covers grooming tips to complement the tanning
process.



8. Eco-Friendly Tanning with Nu Tan Hide: Sustainable Practices and Instructions
Focus on environmentally conscious tanning with this guide to using Nu Tan Hide
responsibly. The book highlights the brand’s commitment to sustainability and offers tips
for minimizing environmental impact during tanning. Readers will learn how to enjoy
beautiful tans while caring for the planet.

9. Nu Tan Hide Troubleshooting Guide: Solutions to Common Tanning Problems
If you’ve encountered streaks, patchiness, or uneven coloration, this book is the perfect
resource. It identifies common issues related to Nu Tan Hide application and provides
practical solutions to correct them. The guide helps users achieve smooth, flawless results
every time.
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