
notice and note tough questions

notice and note tough questions are essential tools in enhancing reading comprehension and critical
thinking skills. These challenging questions encourage readers to engage deeply with texts, analyze
complex ideas, and understand underlying themes. The Notice and Note strategy, developed by Kylene
Beers and Robert E. Probst, centers on identifying significant moments in a story through specific signposts,
which are often the focus of tough questions. This article explores the nature of notice and note tough
questions, their role in education, and techniques for effectively using them to foster analytical reading.
Readers will gain insight into how these questions differ from standard queries, their impact on student
engagement, and best practices for implementation in various learning environments. The discussion
includes examples of tough questions related to key signposts and tips for educators to maximize their
instructional value. Below is a detailed breakdown of the key topics covered in this article.

Understanding Notice and Note Tough Questions

The Importance of Tough Questions in Reading Comprehension

Types of Notice and Note Tough Questions

Strategies for Crafting Effective Tough Questions

Implementing Tough Questions in the Classroom

Understanding Notice and Note Tough Questions

Notice and note tough questions are specifically designed inquiries that prompt readers to examine
significant moments or "signposts" within a text. These questions challenge readers to move beyond
surface-level understanding and encourage deeper analysis of characters, plot development, and thematic
elements. The Notice and Note framework identifies six key signposts—Contrasts and Contradictions, Aha
Moments, Tough Questions, Words of the Wiser, Again and Again, and Memory Moments—that serve as
focal points for generating these tough questions.

Definition and Purpose

At their core, notice and note tough questions aim to foster critical thinking by asking readers to consider



why a character might be asking themselves difficult questions or facing dilemmas. These inquiries push
students to explore motivations, conflicts, and resolutions, leading to richer comprehension. Unlike
straightforward recall questions, tough questions require inferential reasoning and textual evidence to
support interpretations.

Relation to the Notice and Note Signposts

The signpost called "Tough Questions" specifically targets moments when characters grapple with hard
choices or uncertainties. Tough questions often reveal internal struggles or foreshadow important plot
developments. Recognizing these moments allows readers to anticipate narrative shifts and understand
character growth more profoundly.

The Importance of Tough Questions in Reading Comprehension

Incorporating notice and note tough questions into reading activities elevates learners’ engagement and
comprehension levels. These questions stimulate active reading habits and encourage students to think
critically about the text’s deeper meaning. They also help develop analytical skills that are transferable
across academic disciplines and real-world problem solving.

Enhancing Critical Thinking Skills

Tough questions challenge readers to analyze character motivations, predict outcomes, and evaluate
conflicts. This intellectual engagement promotes higher-order thinking skills, such as synthesis and
evaluation, which are vital for academic success. Responding to tough questions requires readers to provide
evidence and articulate reasoning clearly.

Promoting Deeper Textual Engagement

When students confront tough questions, they are compelled to slow down and reflect on the text. This
reflection leads to a more meaningful reading experience, as learners connect emotionally and intellectually
with the material. Tough questions also encourage rereading and discussion, further solidifying
comprehension.



Types of Notice and Note Tough Questions

Notice and note tough questions can be categorized based on their focus and complexity. Understanding
these types helps educators tailor their questioning techniques to suit various texts and student needs.

Character-Centered Tough Questions

These questions explore internal conflicts or dilemmas faced by characters. Examples include:

What is the character struggling to decide?

Why might the character be confused or conflicted?

How does the character’s question reveal their values or fears?

Plot and Theme-Oriented Tough Questions

These inquiries address narrative developments and thematic elements. Examples include:

What does this tough question suggest about the story’s direction?

How does this question connect to the overall theme?

What might the author be trying to communicate through this dilemma?

Analytical and Inferential Tough Questions

These questions require readers to infer meaning and analyze textual clues. Examples include:

What can be inferred about the character’s future choices based on this question?



How does this tough question deepen the reader’s understanding of the character?

What evidence in the text supports your interpretation of this question?

Strategies for Crafting Effective Tough Questions

Effective notice and note tough questions are clear, purposeful, and aligned with the learning objectives.
The following strategies assist educators and content creators in developing impactful questions that
stimulate critical thinking.

Align Questions with Textual Signposts

Ensure tough questions directly relate to the identified signposts in the text. This alignment helps students
recognize significant moments and understand their relevance to the story.

Use Open-Ended Question Formats

Open-ended questions encourage elaboration and thoughtful responses rather than simple yes/no answers.
Questions beginning with "why," "how," or "what might" are particularly effective in this context.

Incorporate Textual Evidence Requirement

Require students to support their answers with specific examples or quotes from the text. This practice
reinforces close reading and textual analysis skills.

Adjust Question Complexity for Student Levels

Tailor tough questions to the students’ reading abilities and developmental stages. More advanced learners
can handle abstract and inferential questions, while younger readers may benefit from more concrete
inquiries.



Implementing Tough Questions in the Classroom

Integrating notice and note tough questions into classroom instruction enhances reading lessons and fosters a
collaborative learning environment. Various approaches can be employed to maximize their effectiveness.

Guided Reading Sessions

During guided reading, educators can pause at key signposts to pose tough questions, prompting discussion
and reflection. This interactive approach models critical thinking and supports comprehension.

Writing and Discussion Activities

Assigning written responses to tough questions encourages students to organize their thoughts and
articulate interpretations coherently. Group discussions allow learners to share diverse perspectives and
deepen understanding.

Use of Graphic Organizers

Graphic organizers, such as charts or question logs, help students track tough questions and their responses
throughout a text. This visual aid supports retention and analysis.

Assessment and Feedback

Incorporate tough questions into formative assessments to evaluate students’ analytical reading skills.
Providing constructive feedback guides learners in refining their critical thinking and textual
interpretation.

Plan lessons around key signposts and tough questions

Encourage peer collaboration for discussing tough questions

Utilize technology tools for interactive questioning



Differentiate questions to meet diverse learner needs

Frequently Asked Questions

What are 'Notice and Note' tough questions in literature?
'Notice and Note' tough questions are critical thinking prompts that encourage readers to analyze key
moments in a text, often focusing on character motivation, conflict, and theme to deepen comprehension.

Why are 'Notice and Note' tough questions important for reading
comprehension?
They help readers engage more deeply with the text by prompting them to think about underlying
meanings, character decisions, and plot developments, which enhances critical thinking and understanding.

How can students effectively answer 'Notice and Note' tough questions?
Students should refer back to the text for evidence, consider the author's purpose, analyze character actions
and emotions, and connect the question to broader themes within the story.

Can 'Notice and Note' tough questions be applied to all genres of
literature?
Yes, these questions are versatile and can be adapted to fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama to help
readers uncover deeper insights regardless of genre.

What are some examples of common 'Notice and Note' tough questions?
Examples include: 'Why might the character act this way?', 'What does this change in setting signify?', and
'How does this conflict affect the story’s theme?'.

How do 'Notice and Note' tough questions support discussion in the
classroom?
They encourage students to share interpretations, justify their thinking with textual evidence, and listen to
diverse perspectives, fostering collaborative learning and critical dialogue.



What strategies can teachers use to teach students how to tackle 'Notice
and Note' tough questions?
Teachers can model think-alouds, provide sentence starters, use graphic organizers, and scaffold questioning
techniques to help students build confidence in analyzing complex texts.

Additional Resources
1. Notice & Note: Strategies for Close Reading
This book by Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst introduces readers to the essential strategies for close
reading, focusing on how to identify and analyze key moments in a text. It provides practical tools for
teaching students to engage deeply with literature and uncover meaningful insights. The book emphasizes
the importance of asking tough questions to enhance comprehension and critical thinking.

2. Notice and Note: Teaching Literary Signposts
Designed for educators, this resource explores six literary signposts that signal important moments in texts.
It offers lesson plans and discussion prompts to help students recognize these signposts and think critically
about their significance. The book encourages the use of tough questions to foster a deeper understanding of
narratives.

3. Reading Nonfiction Notice & Note: Stances, Signposts, and Strategies
Focusing on nonfiction texts, this book adapts the Notice & Note framework to help readers identify key
elements in informational writing. It outlines specific signposts and strategies tailored to nonfiction,
enabling students to grapple with complex ideas and ask probing questions. The resource supports the
development of analytical skills necessary for understanding real-world texts.

4. Notice & Note: Tough Questions in Literature Circles
This guide integrates Notice & Note strategies into literature circle discussions, highlighting how tough
questions can drive meaningful conversations. It provides educators with techniques to facilitate student-led
inquiry and critical dialogue around challenging texts. The book underscores the role of thoughtful
questioning in enhancing literary analysis.

5. Close Reading with Notice & Note: A Teacher’s Guide
This comprehensive manual offers detailed guidance on implementing Notice & Note strategies in the
classroom. It emphasizes teaching students to notice significant textual clues and formulate tough questions
that deepen interpretation. The guide includes sample lessons, student activities, and assessment ideas to
support close reading instruction.

6. Notice & Note for Struggling Readers
Tailored to support learners who face challenges in reading, this book adapts Notice & Note strategies to be
accessible and effective for all students. It provides scaffolded approaches to help readers identify signposts
and engage with tough questions at their own pace. The resource aims to build confidence and critical



thinking in struggling readers.

7. Engaging Readers with Notice & Note: Strategies for Middle School
Focused on middle school students, this book offers age-appropriate strategies for using Notice & Note
signposts to foster engagement and comprehension. It includes activities that encourage students to ask
tough questions about characters, plot, and themes. The resource supports educators in creating interactive
and thought-provoking reading experiences.

8. Notice & Note in the Digital Age: Teaching Tough Questions through Multimedia Texts
This innovative book explores how Notice & Note strategies can be applied to analyze digital and
multimedia texts. It guides educators in helping students identify signposts and pose tough questions about
videos, podcasts, and interactive media. The resource bridges traditional literary analysis with 21st-century
literacy skills.

9. Teaching Critical Thinking with Notice & Note: Developing Tough Questions
This book centers on cultivating students' critical thinking abilities by using Notice & Note signposts as a
foundation. It provides methods for encouraging students to ask insightful and challenging questions that
promote deeper analysis. The text emphasizes the connection between noticing textual evidence and
engaging in rigorous intellectual inquiry.
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