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norton anthology of western music sixth edition vol 2 classic to romantic is a definitive
resource that explores the rich and transformative period of Western music from the Classical era
through the Romantic period. This volume offers an extensive collection of musical works, critical
essays, and contextual information that illuminate the evolution of compositional styles, forms, and
aesthetics characteristic of these influential centuries. Covering key composers such as Haydn,
Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Chopin, and Brahms, the anthology provides insight into the cultural
and historical forces that shaped Western music’s development. It serves as an essential guide for
music students, educators, and enthusiasts seeking a comprehensive understanding of the artistic
innovations and expressions that defined the transition from Classical clarity to Romantic
expressiveness. This article will delve into the structure, content, and significance of the Norton
Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition Vol 2 Classic to Romantic, highlighting its role in music
education and scholarship.
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Overview of the Norton Anthology of Western Music
Sixth Edition Vol 2
The Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition Vol 2 Classic to Romantic is part of a multi-
volume set that comprehensively covers Western music history. This volume focuses primarily on
music from the late 18th century through the 19th century, a period marked by significant stylistic
shifts and expanding artistic boundaries. The anthology integrates scores, listening guides, and
scholarly commentary to facilitate a deeper understanding of both the music and its broader cultural
implications. It is designed to support both academic coursework and independent study, providing a
structured approach to the exploration of Classical and Romantic repertoires. The edition is known
for its authoritative editorial work, faithfully presenting music manuscripts alongside critical
analysis and historical background.

Content Structure and Features
This volume is meticulously organized to aid comprehension and comparative study. It includes:



Annotated musical scores from representative works

Biographical sketches of prominent composers

Essays on stylistic trends and musical innovations

Historical context sections outlining social and political influences

Listening guides that encourage active engagement with the music

These features collectively foster an immersive learning experience, making the anthology
indispensable for those studying Western art music’s evolution during these pivotal eras.

Key Composers and Musical Works Featured
The Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition Vol 2 Classic to Romantic highlights a
carefully curated selection of composers whose works epitomize the transition from Classical
balance to Romantic expressiveness. The volume showcases a range of compositions that exemplify
the diversity and innovation of the period.

Prominent Classical Era Composers
The Classical period (circa 1750–1820) is represented by seminal figures such as Joseph Haydn,
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and Ludwig van Beethoven. These composers established foundational
musical forms like the symphony, string quartet, and sonata, emphasizing clarity, proportion, and
formal balance.

Romantic Era Masters
The Romantic period (circa 1820–1900) features composers who expanded emotional expressiveness
and technical virtuosity. Key figures include Franz Schubert, Frédéric Chopin, Robert Schumann,
Johannes Brahms, and Richard Wagner. Their compositions are characterized by rich harmonic
language, expanded orchestration, and a focus on individualism and narrative.

Representative Works Included

Haydn’s Symphony No. 94 (“Surprise”)

Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 21

Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5 and Piano Sonata No. 14 (“Moonlight”)

Schubert’s “Erlkönig” and Symphony No. 8 (“Unfinished”)



Chopin’s Nocturnes and Études

Brahms’s Symphony No. 1 and Piano Quintet

Wagner’s excerpts from “The Ring Cycle”

Historical and Cultural Context
The Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition Vol 2 Classic to Romantic situates musical
developments within the broader social, political, and cultural milieus of the 18th and 19th
centuries. Understanding these contexts is essential to appreciating the motivations behind
compositional styles and thematic choices.

The Enlightenment and Classical Ideals
The Classical era coincided with the Enlightenment, emphasizing reason, order, and balance. These
ideals are reflected in the music’s structured forms and elegant restraint. The anthology explores
how patronage systems and public concert culture influenced musical production and dissemination
during this time.

Romanticism and Artistic Individualism
The Romantic period responded to political upheavals and growing nationalism with a focus on
emotion, nature, and individual expression. Composers increasingly sought to convey personal and
dramatic narratives, often drawing inspiration from literature, folklore, and exoticism. The anthology
provides detailed essays on these cultural dynamics and their impact on musical innovation.

Musical Forms and Aesthetic Developments
The transition from the Classical to Romantic periods involved significant evolution in musical form,
harmonic language, and expressive techniques. The Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth
Edition Vol 2 Classic to Romantic carefully documents these transformations.

Classical Forms and Innovations
Classical music is defined by clear formal structures such as sonata form, theme and variations,
rondo, and minuet and trio. The anthology explains these forms and illustrates how composers like
Haydn and Mozart mastered and refined them to achieve structural clarity and thematic
development.



Romantic Expansion of Form and Expression
Romantic composers expanded traditional forms, incorporating freer structures and heightened
emotional content. Innovations included extended harmonic progressions, chromaticism, and
programmatic elements. The anthology’s analysis of such works highlights these stylistic shifts and
their expressive potential.

List of Notable Aesthetic Developments

Increased use of chromatic harmony and modulation

Expansion of orchestral size and color

Greater emphasis on lyrical melodies and expressive dynamics

Incorporation of folk and nationalistic elements

Development of program music and tone poems

Educational Value and Usage
The Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition Vol 2 Classic to Romantic is widely adopted in
university-level music history and theory courses. Its comprehensive approach supports a multi-
dimensional study of music, integrating auditory, visual, and intellectual learning modes.

Pedagogical Features
The anthology’s carefully annotated scores facilitate score study and analysis, while listening guides
encourage critical engagement with recordings. The inclusion of historical essays and composer
biographies deepens contextual understanding, making it an essential tool for educators and
students alike.

Applications in Music Scholarship
Beyond classroom usage, the anthology serves as a scholarly reference for researchers investigating
the Classical and Romantic eras. Its precise editorial standards and extensive documentation provide
reliable source material for academic writing and performance preparation.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition
Vol 2 Classic to Romantic?
The Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition Vol 2 Classic to Romantic is a comprehensive
textbook that covers Western classical music from the Classical period through the Romantic era. It
includes musical scores, historical context, and analysis.

Who are the editors of the Norton Anthology of Western Music
Sixth Edition Vol 2?
The Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition Vol 2 is edited by J. Peter Burkholder, Claude
V. Palisca, and Joseph Kerman.

What time periods are covered in Volume 2 of the Norton
Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition?
Volume 2 covers the Classical period (approximately 1750–1820) and the Romantic period
(approximately 1820–1900) in Western music history.

Does the Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition Vol
2 include musical scores?
Yes, the anthology provides full and partial musical scores of important works from the Classical and
Romantic periods to aid in musical analysis and study.

How is the Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition
Vol 2 organized?
The anthology is organized chronologically and thematically, with sections dedicated to important
composers, genres, and stylistic developments from the Classical to Romantic eras.

What are some key composers featured in the Norton
Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition Vol 2?
Key composers include Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven, Franz Schubert,
Johannes Brahms, Frédéric Chopin, Richard Wagner, and Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, among others.

Is the Norton Anthology of Western Music Sixth Edition Vol 2
suitable for beginners?
While the anthology is primarily designed for college-level music students, it includes explanatory
notes and context that can be helpful for motivated beginners interested in classical music.

Does the anthology include audio resources for Volume 2?
Yes, the Norton Anthology often comes with or provides access to companion audio recordings that



correspond to the musical works included in Volume 2.

How does Volume 2 address the transition from Classical to
Romantic music?
Volume 2 explores the shift in musical style, form, and expression from the balanced restraint of the
Classical period to the emotional intensity and individualism characteristic of the Romantic era.

Where can I purchase or access the Norton Anthology of
Western Music Sixth Edition Vol 2?
The anthology can be purchased through major book retailers, university bookstores, or accessed via
some academic libraries in physical or digital formats.

Additional Resources
1. The Norton Anthology of Western Music, Volume 2: Classic to Romantic, Sixth Edition
This volume of the Norton Anthology offers a comprehensive survey of Western music from the
Classical period through the Romantic era. It includes a rich collection of scores, historical context,
and critical essays that illuminate the development of music from Haydn and Mozart to Brahms and
Wagner. The anthology is widely used in university music courses for its thorough and accessible
approach.

2. Music in the Classic Period: From Haydn to Beethoven by Cliff Eisen
This book provides an in-depth look at the Classical period, focusing on the works and lives of
Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven. Eisen explores the stylistic features and cultural contexts that
shaped the era’s music, offering insights into composition techniques and performance practices. It
is an essential read for understanding the transition from Baroque to Romantic music.

3. The Romantic Generation by Charles Rosen
Charles Rosen delves into the Romantic era’s defining composers and their groundbreaking works,
highlighting figures such as Schumann, Chopin, and Brahms. The book discusses the emotional
depth, technical innovation, and aesthetic ideals that characterize Romantic music. Rosen’s analysis
connects musical developments to broader artistic and philosophical trends of the 19th century.

4. Understanding Romantic Music by Bryan R. Simms
Simms provides a clear and engaging introduction to the Romantic period, emphasizing the
expressive qualities and thematic innovations of the time. The book covers key composers, genres,
and musical forms, making it accessible for students new to the subject. It also addresses the social
and historical factors influencing Romantic music’s evolution.

5. Beethoven: Anguish and Triumph by Jan Swafford
This biography offers a detailed portrait of Ludwig van Beethoven, focusing on his life, struggles,
and profound impact on Western music. Swafford explores Beethoven’s compositions within the
context of his personal challenges and the cultural shifts of the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
The book is praised for its narrative style and scholarly depth.

6. Wagner and the Art of the Theatre by Barry Millington



Millington examines Richard Wagner’s revolutionary contributions to opera and theatrical music
during the Romantic era. The book discusses Wagner’s theories, innovations in leitmotif technique,
and his influence on both music and drama. It provides a comprehensive understanding of Wagner’s
complex works and their lasting legacy.

7. Chopin: The Man and His Music by James Huneker
This classic study of Frédéric Chopin explores the composer’s life, personality, and the poetic
qualities of his piano compositions. Huneker’s vivid descriptions capture the emotional nuance and
technical brilliance of Chopin’s music. The book remains a valuable resource for those interested in
Romantic piano repertoire.

8. Brahms: Life and Letters edited by Styra Avins
A collection of Johannes Brahms’s personal letters that reveal his thoughts on music, creativity, and
his relationships with contemporaries. The letters provide intimate insight into Brahms’s
compositional process and the challenges he faced within the Romantic musical landscape. This
volume enriches understanding of Brahms beyond his public persona.

9. The Cambridge Companion to the Symphony edited by Julian Horton
This companion offers essays on the symphony’s development from the Classical through the
Romantic periods, highlighting major composers and landmark works. It covers structural, stylistic,
and historical perspectives, making it a valuable supplement to the Norton Anthology’s focus on
symphonic music. The book is ideal for students and scholars interested in orchestral repertoire.
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