
northern idaho travel guide
northern idaho travel guide offers an extensive overview of one of the Pacific
Northwest’s most captivating regions. Known for its lush forests, pristine lakes, and
mountainous terrain, Northern Idaho is a haven for outdoor enthusiasts, history buffs, and
culture seekers alike. This travel guide explores the best destinations, activities, dining
options, and seasonal considerations to help travelers plan an unforgettable visit. From the
vibrant city life in Coeur d’Alene to the tranquil beauty of Lake Pend Oreille, Northern
Idaho’s diverse attractions provide something for everyone. This article also covers
practical travel tips and accommodations, ensuring a seamless experience. Below is a
detailed table of contents outlining the key sections of this comprehensive guide.
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Top Destinations in Northern Idaho
Northern Idaho boasts numerous destinations that highlight its natural beauty and vibrant
communities. This section details the must-see places that define the region’s unique
character.

Coeur d’Alene
Coeur d’Alene is the largest city in Northern Idaho and a popular hub for tourism. Known for
its scenic lakefront, downtown shopping, and cultural events, it attracts visitors year-round.
The city offers a blend of urban amenities and outdoor recreation, with Coeur d’Alene Lake
providing opportunities for boating, fishing, and waterfront dining.

Sandpoint
Sandpoint is a charming town located on the shores of Lake Pend Oreille. It is renowned for
its arts scene, local breweries, and proximity to Schweitzer Mountain Resort, a premier



destination for skiing and snowboarding during winter months. Sandpoint’s historic
downtown area features boutiques, galleries, and restaurants that reflect the local culture.

Lake Pend Oreille
Lake Pend Oreille, the largest lake in Idaho, is a focal point for outdoor activities such as
kayaking, paddleboarding, and fishing. Its crystal-clear waters and surrounding mountains
create stunning vistas that appeal to photographers and nature lovers alike. The lake area
also offers camping and hiking trails for immersive experiences in nature.

Outdoor Activities and Adventures
Northern Idaho’s diverse landscape provides a playground for a wide range of outdoor
activities. From water sports to mountain excursions, this section highlights the best
adventures available.

Hiking and Trails
The region is home to numerous hiking trails that cater to all skill levels, including the
popular Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes, a scenic 70-mile path ideal for walking, biking, and
horseback riding. Other notable trails include the Priest Lake Trail and the Schweitzer
Mountain hiking routes, which offer panoramic views and wildlife sightings.

Water Sports and Fishing
With abundant lakes and rivers, Northern Idaho is ideal for water sports such as kayaking,
canoeing, and paddleboarding. Fishing enthusiasts can target species like trout and bass in
well-stocked waters, with guided tours available for both beginners and experienced
anglers.

Winter Sports
During the winter season, Northern Idaho transforms into a winter wonderland. Schweitzer
Mountain Resort and Silver Mountain Resort provide opportunities for skiing, snowboarding,
and snowshoeing, attracting visitors seeking snowy mountain adventures. Snowmobiling
and ice fishing are also popular activities in the colder months.

Local Culture and Historical Sites
Understanding Northern Idaho’s heritage enriches the travel experience. This section
explores the cultural landmarks and historic sites that reflect the region’s past and present.



Historic Downtown Districts
Many towns in Northern Idaho feature preserved downtown districts with historic
architecture, quaint shops, and museums. Coeur d’Alene’s historic district showcases early
20th-century buildings and cultural venues, while Sandpoint’s downtown offers insight into
its logging and railroad history.

Museums and Cultural Centers
The Museum of North Idaho in Coeur d’Alene presents exhibits on regional history, Native
American culture, and pioneer life. Additionally, the Panida Theater in Sandpoint offers a
glimpse into the performing arts scene that has been thriving since the 1920s, hosting film
screenings and live performances.

Native American Heritage
Northern Idaho is home to several Native American tribes, including the Coeur d’Alene
Tribe. Visitors can learn about their traditions, art, and history through cultural centers and
events that promote indigenous heritage and education.

Dining and Culinary Experiences
The culinary scene in Northern Idaho reflects its rich natural resources and diverse
influences. This section outlines dining options ranging from casual eateries to fine dining
establishments.

Local Cuisine Highlights
Freshwater fish, wild game, and locally sourced produce feature prominently in Northern
Idaho’s cuisine. Signature dishes include trout prepared in various styles, huckleberry-
infused desserts, and hearty mountain fare designed to satisfy outdoor adventurers.

Popular Restaurants and Breweries
Visitors can explore a variety of restaurants offering farm-to-table menus, casual pubs, and
craft breweries. Coeur d’Alene and Sandpoint boast several acclaimed breweries known for
their craft beers, while downtown areas feature cafes and bistros specializing in regional
and international flavors.

Farmers Markets and Food Festivals
Seasonal farmers markets provide access to fresh produce, artisanal products, and local
crafts. Food festivals, such as the Sandpoint Winter Carnival and the Coeur d’Alene



Chocolate Festival, celebrate the region’s culinary diversity and community spirit.

Accommodations and Lodging Options
Northern Idaho offers a wide range of lodging to suit different preferences and budgets.
This section discusses various accommodation types available throughout the region.

Resorts and Hotels
Luxury resorts and hotels provide amenities such as spa services, golf courses, and
lakefront access. Notable properties include lakeside resorts in Coeur d’Alene and ski
lodges near Schweitzer Mountain, catering to travelers seeking comfort and convenience.

Cabins and Vacation Rentals
For a more rustic or private experience, cabins and vacation rentals are popular choices.
These options often feature scenic views, proximity to nature, and the comforts of home,
making them ideal for families or groups.

Campgrounds and RV Parks
Outdoor enthusiasts can take advantage of numerous campgrounds and RV parks scattered
throughout Northern Idaho. These sites offer facilities ranging from primitive tent camping
to full hookups for recreational vehicles, allowing visitors to immerse themselves in the
natural environment.

Best Times to Visit Northern Idaho
Seasonal changes significantly influence the travel experience in Northern Idaho. This
section outlines the optimal times for visiting based on weather, activities, and events.

Summer
Summer is the peak tourist season, offering warm weather ideal for hiking, boating, and
festivals. Long daylight hours provide ample time for exploring and outdoor recreation.

Fall
Fall brings cooler temperatures and vibrant foliage, making it a picturesque time to visit.
Harvest festivals and fewer crowds create a more relaxed atmosphere for travelers.



Winter
Winter transforms Northern Idaho into a destination for snow sports and cozy retreats. Ski
resorts operate at full capacity, and holiday events add to the seasonal charm.

Spring
Spring is characterized by blooming wildflowers and thawing lakes. It is a quieter time to
enjoy wildlife watching and early-season hiking before the summer rush.

Travel Tips and Transportation
Efficient planning enhances any trip to Northern Idaho. This section provides practical
advice on transportation, local customs, and essential travel tips.

Getting There and Around
The primary gateway to Northern Idaho is Spokane International Airport, located just across
the state border, with regional airports in Coeur d’Alene and Sandpoint offering limited
service. Renting a car is recommended for flexibility when exploring rural areas and natural
attractions. Public transportation options exist but are limited outside urban centers.

Local Etiquette and Safety
Respect for the environment and local communities is paramount. Visitors should follow
Leave No Trace principles when hiking and camping. Awareness of wildlife and seasonal
weather conditions ensures safety during outdoor activities.

Packing Essentials
Packing for Northern Idaho depends on the season but generally includes layered clothing,
sturdy footwear, sun protection, and outdoor gear such as backpacks and water bottles.
Winter travelers should prepare for cold temperatures and snow-related equipment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the must-visit attractions in Northern Idaho?
Some must-visit attractions in Northern Idaho include Coeur d'Alene Lake, Silverwood
Theme Park, Priest Lake, Schweitzer Mountain Resort, and the historic town of Wallace.



When is the best time to visit Northern Idaho?
The best time to visit Northern Idaho is between late spring and early fall (May to
September) when the weather is pleasant for outdoor activities like hiking, boating, and
sightseeing.

What outdoor activities can I do in Northern Idaho?
Northern Idaho offers a variety of outdoor activities including hiking, fishing, boating, skiing,
mountain biking, and camping in areas like Coeur d'Alene National Forest and Lake Pend
Oreille.

Are there family-friendly attractions in Northern Idaho?
Yes, family-friendly attractions include Silverwood Theme Park, the North Idaho Centennial
Trail, the Coeur d'Alene Resort's activities, and wildlife viewing opportunities in local state
parks.

What local foods should I try when visiting Northern
Idaho?
When visiting Northern Idaho, try local specialties such as huckleberry jam and desserts,
trout dishes, locally brewed craft beers, and hearty comfort foods from regional
restaurants.

How do I get around Northern Idaho for sightseeing?
The best way to get around Northern Idaho is by car, as many attractions are spread out.
There are limited public transportation options, but guided tours and shuttle services are
available in some areas.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring Northern Idaho: A Comprehensive Travel Guide
This guidebook offers an in-depth look at Northern Idaho’s top attractions, from the
stunning landscapes of Coeur d’Alene to the historic towns nestled in the mountains. It
includes detailed maps, hiking trails, and tips on local dining and accommodations. Perfect
for first-time visitors and seasoned travelers alike.

2. Hidden Gems of Northern Idaho: Off-the-Beaten-Path Adventures
Discover the lesser-known spots in Northern Idaho with this book that highlights secret
waterfalls, secluded camping sites, and quaint villages. Ideal for explorers who want to
avoid the crowds and experience the region’s natural beauty in solitude. The guide also
provides practical advice on navigating remote areas safely.

3. Family Fun in Northern Idaho: Activities and Attractions for All Ages
A family-oriented travel guide that features kid-friendly hikes, parks, and museums
throughout Northern Idaho. It offers suggestions for outdoor adventures, educational stops,



and dining options that cater to children. The book includes tips on making travel enjoyable
and stress-free for families.

4. Outdoor Adventures in Northern Idaho: Hiking, Fishing, and More
Focused on outdoor enthusiasts, this book covers the best spots for hiking, fishing, boating,
and wildlife viewing in Northern Idaho. It includes seasonal recommendations and gear
checklists to help visitors prepare. Readers will find expert advice on enjoying the great
outdoors while respecting the environment.

5. The Culinary Traveler’s Guide to Northern Idaho
Explore Northern Idaho through its flavors with this guide to local restaurants, farmers’
markets, and specialty food producers. The book highlights must-try dishes and seasonal
ingredients unique to the region. It’s a delicious companion for food lovers looking to
experience Idaho’s culinary scene.

6. Historic Northern Idaho: A Journey Through Time
This travel guide delves into the rich history of Northern Idaho, featuring historic sites,
museums, and heritage trails. Readers will learn about the area’s indigenous cultures,
mining past, and pioneer settlements. It’s perfect for history buffs interested in combining
sightseeing with education.

7. Photographing Northern Idaho: A Traveler’s Visual Guide
Designed for photographers and travel enthusiasts, this book showcases the most
photogenic locations across Northern Idaho. It provides tips on the best times of day for
shooting landscapes, wildlife, and cityscapes. The guide also includes technical advice for
capturing the region’s natural beauty.

8. Winter Wonderland: Exploring Northern Idaho’s Snowy Landscapes
This seasonal guide focuses on winter activities such as skiing, snowshoeing, and cozy
mountain lodges in Northern Idaho. It offers safety tips for winter travel and
recommendations for gear and local events. Ideal for those looking to experience the magic
of Northern Idaho in the snowy months.

9. Road Trips Through Northern Idaho: Scenic Drives and Stops
A perfect companion for travelers who prefer exploring by car, this book maps out scenic
routes and interesting stops throughout Northern Idaho. It highlights picturesque
viewpoints, charming small towns, and roadside attractions. The guide makes planning a
memorable road trip easy and enjoyable.
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