nirvana come as you are

Nirvana Come As You Are is not only a song that encapsulates the ethos of the early '90s grunge
movement but also a profound statement on identity, acceptance, and the complexity of human
emotions. Released as part of Nirvana's critically acclaimed album "Nevermind" in 1991, "Come As
You Are" quickly became one of the band's most recognizable tracks. Its haunting melodies and
thought-provoking lyrics resonate with listeners even decades after its release. In this article, we
will explore the song's background, its lyrical themes, its impact on music and culture, and the
legacy it has left behind.

Background and Creation

The Birth of Nirvana

Nirvana was formed in 1987 by Kurt Cobain and Krist Novoselic in Aberdeen, Washington. The
band's early sound was heavily influenced by punk rock and indie music, but it evolved into a unique
blend of heavy metal, punk, and pop elements. Their breakout album, "Nevermind," was released in
September 1991 and marked a significant turning point in rock music.

Writing "Come As You Are"

"Come As You Are" was written by Kurt Cobain and was one of the last songs to be recorded for
"Nevermind." The song features a distinctive guitar riff that is both melodic and heavy, reflecting
Cobain's ability to blend contrasting musical elements. Cobain's songwriting often reflected his
personal struggles, and "Come As You Are" is no exception.

Lyrical Themes

The Concept of Acceptance

At its core, "Come As You Are" is about acceptance and the idea that individuals should be free to
express themselves without fear of judgment. The lyrics invite listeners to embrace their authentic
selves, a theme that resonates deeply in today's society. The refrain, "Come as you are, as you were,
as [ want you to be," emphasizes the importance of self-acceptance and the fluid nature of identity.

Ambiguity and Duality

Cobain's lyrics often carry an air of ambiguity, and "Come As You Are" is no different. The song's
verses contain contradictory statements, which can be interpreted in multiple ways. For instance,
the line "And I don't have a gun" can be seen as a literal statement or as a metaphor for the internal
struggles that many people face. This duality is a hallmark of Cobain's songwriting, showcasing his



complex understanding of human emotions.

Musical Composition

Instrumentation and Arrangement

The song features a simple yet effective arrangement that allows the lyrics to take center stage. Key
elements of the song include:

- Guitar Riff: The iconic opening riff, played on a Fender guitar, sets the tone for the entire track. Its
clean sound contrasts with the heavier sections, creating a dynamic listening experience.

- Bass Line: Krist Novoselic's bass line adds depth to the song, providing a groovy undercurrent that
complements Cobain's guitar work.

- Drums: Dave Grohl's drumming is both powerful and understated, driving the song forward while
allowing the other instruments to shine.

Production Techniques

Produced by Butch Vig, "Come As You Are" benefits from a polished sound that was somewhat
atypical for grunge music at the time. The production emphasizes clarity, allowing each instrument
to be heard distinctly. The use of effects, such as reverb and chorus on the guitar, creates a lush
soundscape that enhances the song's emotional impact.

Cultural Impact

Nirvana and the Grunge Movement

Nirvana played a crucial role in bringing grunge music to mainstream audiences in the early '90s.
"Come As You Are," along with other tracks from "Nevermind," helped define a generation's sound
and aesthetic. The song's themes of authenticity and rebellion resonated with young people who felt
disillusioned by societal norms.

Legacy in Music and Media

"Come As You Are" has been covered and referenced by numerous artists across various genres. Its
influence can be seen in the work of bands like Foo Fighters, Pearl Jam, and Soundgarden, who
continue to carry the torch of grunge and alternative rock. The song has also appeared in various
films, television shows, and commercials, solidifying its status as a cultural touchstone.



Reception and Critique

Critical Acclaim

Upon its release, "Come As You Are" received widespread critical acclaim. Music critics praised its
lyrical depth and musical composition, highlighting it as one of the standout tracks on "Nevermind."
The song reached significant chart success, including:

1. Billboard Hot 100: Peaked at number 32.
2. Modern Rock Tracks: Reached number 2.
3. UK Singles Chart: Peaked at number 4.

Fan Reception

Fans embraced "Come As You Are" for its relatable lyrics and haunting melody. It quickly became a
staple of Nirvana's live performances, often eliciting a strong emotional response from audiences.
The song's message of acceptance and authenticity continues to resonate with listeners today.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of "Come As You
Are"

In a world that often pressures individuals to conform, "Come As You Are" remains a powerful
anthem of self-acceptance and individuality. Nirvana's ability to convey complex emotions through
simple yet profound lyrics is what makes this song timeless. As we reflect on the impact of "Come As
You Are," it is clear that its themes are just as relevant now as they were at the time of its release.

The legacy of Nirvana and "Come As You Are" serves as a reminder of the importance of embracing
who we are and allowing ourselves to be vulnerable. In a society that often emphasizes perfection
and conformity, Cobain's message encourages us to celebrate our uniqueness and authenticity.
Whether through music, art, or personal expression, the invitation to "come as you are" continues to
inspire generations, leaving an indelible mark on the cultural landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Nirvana's song ‘Come As You Are'?

The main theme of 'Come As You Are' revolves around acceptance and authenticity, encouraging
listeners to be themselves without pretense.

Who wrote 'Come As You Are' and what inspired it?

'‘Come As You Are' was written by Kurt Cobain, and its inspiration came from his personal
experiences, as well as the complexities of human relationships.



What album features 'Come As You Are'?

'Come As You Are' is featured on Nirvana's iconic album 'Nevermind', which was released in 1991.

How did 'Come As You Are' contribute to Nirvana's success?

'‘Come As You Are' played a significant role in Nirvana's success by showcasing their unique sound
and lyrical depth, helping to propel 'Nevermind' to mainstream popularity.

What musical elements are prominent in 'Come As You Are'?

The song features a distinctive blend of clean and distorted guitar riffs, a laid-back rhythm, and a
memorable melody, characteristic of Nirvana's grunge style.

What is the significance of the line 'Come as you are, as you
were, as I want you to be'?

This line reflects the complexities of identity and expectations in relationships, suggesting a desire
for genuine connection despite the pressures to conform.

How has 'Come As You Are' influenced modern music?

'‘Come As You Are' has influenced countless artists across various genres, inspiring them to embrace
authenticity and explore similar themes of identity and acceptance in their music.

What impact did 'Come As You Are' have on the grunge
movement?

'‘Come As You Are' solidified Nirvana's role as a leading force in the grunge movement, helping to
bring the genre into the mainstream and influencing the sound and style of many contemporary
bands.
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