
night of the living dead screenplay

Introduction to the Night of the Living Dead
Screenplay

Night of the Living Dead screenplay is a seminal work in the horror genre that has left
an indelible mark on cinema, shaping the way zombies are portrayed in films. Written by
George A. Romero and John A. Russo, this 1968 screenplay not only launched a franchise
but also established a new language of horror. The film tells the story of a group of people
trapped in a farmhouse during a zombie apocalypse. It delves into themes of survival,
societal breakdown, and human interaction in the face of impending doom.

The Origins of Night of the Living Dead

The screenplay for Night of the Living Dead emerged from a combination of inspiration and
necessity. George Romero, alongside his collaborators, sought to create a horror film that
was both terrifying and thought-provoking.

Inspiration and Concept

Romero and Russo drew inspiration from classic horror films and literature, particularly the
works of Richard Matheson, whose novel "I Am Legend" influenced the story's post-
apocalyptic setting. The idea of reanimated corpses, however, was not new; it was the
execution of this concept that set Night of the Living Dead apart.

Key elements of inspiration included:

The portrayal of zombies as a metaphor for societal issues.

The blending of horror and social commentary.

The use of a confined setting to heighten tension and fear.

The Creative Process

The screenplay's development was marked by collaborative efforts and a tight budget.
Romero and Russo initially intended to create a low-budget horror film that would appeal to
audiences without the need for elaborate special effects. This decision led to innovative



storytelling techniques that focused on character development and psychological horror
rather than traditional jump scares.

Structure of the Screenplay

The Night of the Living Dead screenplay is structured in a way that builds tension and
develops characters while advancing the plot. The screenplay adheres to several classic
storytelling principles, which can be broken down into key components:

Act One: The Inciting Incident

The film begins with a prologue that sets the tone for the unfolding horror. A young woman,
Barbara, visits a cemetery with her brother, Johnny, when they are attacked by a zombie.
This shocking moment serves as the inciting incident, pulling the audience into the
narrative and establishing the world in which the characters must navigate.

Act Two: Conflict and Character Development

Once the characters are trapped in the farmhouse, the screenplay delves into interpersonal
relationships and the dynamics of survival. The group consists of:

Ben – The strong and decisive leader.1.

Barbra – The traumatized survivor.2.

Harry Cooper – The contentious father figure.3.

Helen Cooper – Harry's supportive yet conflicted wife.4.

Tom – The practical young man.5.

Judy – Tom's girlfriend.6.

The screenplay effectively showcases the characters’ personalities, fears, and motivations,
which adds depth to the narrative. Tensions build as differing viewpoints on survival
strategies emerge, leading to conflict within the group.

Act Three: Climax and Resolution

The climax of the film occurs when the group faces a massive onslaught of zombies, forcing



them to confront their fears and the consequences of their decisions. The screenplay
culminates in a tragic and shocking resolution, highlighting the futility of survival in a world
overrun by the undead. The film ends on a bleak note, with Ben being shot by a group of
vigilantes who mistake him for a zombie, reinforcing the theme of human versus human
conflict amidst chaos.

Themes and Social Commentary

The Night of the Living Dead screenplay is rich in themes and social commentary that
resonate with audiences even today.

Survival and Human Nature

At its core, the film explores the instinct for survival and how it can lead to both
cooperation and conflict. As the characters grapple with fear and desperation, their true
natures are revealed, showcasing the best and worst of humanity.

Racial Tensions

One of the most striking aspects of the screenplay is its handling of racial issues. Ben,
portrayed by Duane Jones, is the film’s protagonist, and his character challenges racial
stereotypes prevalent in the 1960s. The film’s ending can be interpreted as a commentary
on the civil rights movement and the societal tensions of the time.

Society and Isolation

The setting of the farmhouse serves as a microcosm of society itself. The characters’
inability to work together effectively mirrors the societal breakdown occurring outside. Their
isolation from the world reflects the alienation many feel in modern society, making the
film's themes universally relatable.

Impact and Legacy

The Night of the Living Dead screenplay not only shaped the zombie genre but also had a
lasting impact on horror films as a whole. Its influence can be seen in numerous works that
followed, including:

The Dawn of the Dead series

28 Days Later



The Walking Dead television series

World War Z

The film's raw and unfiltered portrayal of horror has inspired filmmakers and screenwriters
to push boundaries and explore deeper themes in their narratives.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Night of the Living Dead screenplay represents a pivotal moment in the
history of horror cinema. Its innovative storytelling, complex characters, and profound
social commentary have cemented its place as a classic. As the first film to present
zombies in a modern context, it has influenced generations of filmmakers and transformed
the horror genre into a platform for exploring societal issues. The legacy of Night of the
Living Dead continues to resonate, proving that even in the face of unimaginable terror, the
human spirit remains a compelling subject for exploration in film.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the screenplay of 'Night of
the Living Dead' in horror film history?
The screenplay of 'Night of the Living Dead' is significant because it helped redefine the
horror genre, introducing themes of social commentary and realism. It was one of the first
films to present zombies as flesh-eating monsters and set the framework for future zombie
films.

Who wrote the screenplay for 'Night of the Living
Dead'?
The screenplay for 'Night of the Living Dead' was written by George A. Romero and John A.
Russo. The collaboration marked the beginning of Romero's influential career in horror
filmmaking.

How did 'Night of the Living Dead' address societal
issues through its screenplay?
The screenplay of 'Night of the Living Dead' tackled societal issues such as race, class, and
the breakdown of social order. The casting of Duane Jones as the lead character was
particularly notable during the civil rights movement, challenging racial stereotypes in
cinema.



What are some key themes explored in the 'Night of the
Living Dead' screenplay?
Key themes in the screenplay include survival, the collapse of civilization, human conflict,
and the fear of the unknown. The characters' interactions and moral dilemmas reflect
broader societal fears of the time.

What innovative techniques were used in the
screenplay for 'Night of the Living Dead'?
The screenplay utilized innovative techniques such as non-linear storytelling, a focus on
character development, and minimalistic dialogue to create tension. Romero's use of
practical effects and a gritty atmosphere also added to the film's impact.

How has the screenplay of 'Night of the Living Dead'
influenced modern zombie narratives?
The screenplay laid the groundwork for modern zombie narratives by establishing the rules
for zombie behavior, the idea of a viral outbreak, and the focus on humanity's moral
dilemmas amidst chaos, influencing countless films, TV shows, and video games.

What challenges did the filmmakers face while adapting
the screenplay of 'Night of the Living Dead'?
The filmmakers faced challenges such as limited budget, tight shooting schedules, and the
need to create convincing special effects. Additionally, they had to navigate censorship and
societal norms of the 1960s, particularly regarding its graphic violence and social
commentary.

What impact did 'Night of the Living Dead' have on
independent filmmaking, particularly in terms of its
screenplay?
The success of 'Night of the Living Dead' demonstrated that independent films could
achieve commercial success and critical acclaim. Its screenplay showed that powerful
storytelling and innovative ideas could transcend budgetary constraints, inspiring future
generations of independent filmmakers.
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