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“Night Court" is a beloved sitcom that originally aired on NBC from 1984 to
1992. Set in a Manhattan night court, the show features a quirky cast of
characters, led by the charming but somewhat hapless Judge Harry Stone,
played by Harry Anderson. Renowned for its blend of humor and heart, "Night
Court" has left an indelible mark on television comedy. This article provides
a comprehensive episode guide for the series, detailing the most memorable
storylines and character arcs.

Overview of the Series

"Night Court" follows the antics that unfold in a New York City courthouse
during the night shift. The show was notable for its unique premise, focusing
on a motley crew of characters, including judges, attorneys, and defendants,
all of whom often found themselves in absurd legal situations. The series was
created by Reinhold Weege and quickly became known for its offbeat humor and
memorable one-liners.

Main Characters

The show's success can be attributed to its rich cast of characters, each
bringing their own flavor to the courtroom. Some of the principal characters
include:

1. Judge Harry Stone (Harry Anderson): The enthusiastic and somewhat
whimsical judge with a passion for magic.

2. Dan Fielding (John Larroquette): The suave, womanizing prosecutor known
for his wit and charm.

3. Bull Shannon (Richard Moll): The gentle giant and court officer, whose
intimidating presence belies a sensitive nature.

4. Christine Sullivan (Markie Post): The idealistic public defender who often
serves as the moral compass of the court.

5. Mac Robinson (Charles Robinson): The court clerk who tries to keep order
amidst the chaos.

6. Roz Russell (Marsha Warfield): The no-nonsense bailiff who provides a
grounded perspective in the courtroom.

Episode Guide

The episode guide for "Night Court" spans nine seasons and consists of 193



episodes. Below is a selection of key episodes that highlight the show's
charm and unique humor.

Season 1 (1984-1985)

- Episode 1: "The Pilot"
The introduction of Judge Harry Stone, who struggles to maintain order in his
new courtroom filled with eccentric characters.

- Episode 2: "The New Judge"
Judge Stone faces opposition from the previous judge's staff, who are
reluctant to accept his unconventional methods.

- Episode 5: "Harry and the Hooker"
Judge Stone must navigate a case involving a sex worker, leading to
unexpected lessons in empathy and understanding.

Season 2 (1985-1986)

- Episode 1: "The Roast"
Judge Stone is honored at a roast, leading to a series of comedic revelations
about his past.

- Episode 10: "The Night Court"
A series of bizarre cases culminates in a chaotic night, showcasing the
absurdity of the legal systenm.

- Episode 22: "The Wedding"
The season finale features a surprising wedding that brings the characters
together in a heartfelt moment.

Season 3 (1986-1987)

- Episode 1: "The New Lawyer"
Christine Sullivan faces off against a new attorney, leading to humorous
courtroom antics and romantic tension.

- Episode 15: "The Restraining Order"
A case involving a restraining order takes a comedic turn when the defendant
turns out to be a famous celebrity.

- Episode 25: "The 1990s"
The episode takes a satirical look at the changing social landscape as the
characters deal with new legal challenges.



Season 4 (1987-1988)

- Episode 2: "The Case of the Missing Lawyer"
The search for a missing lawyer leads to a series of humorous mishaps as the
characters try to solve the mystery.

- Episode 16: "Harry and the Rock Star"
Judge Stone encounters a rock star in his courtroom, leading to a clash of
cultures and plenty of laughs.

- Episode 24: "The Last Temptation of Harry"
The season finale features a moral dilemma for Judge Stone, testing his
integrity and commitment to justice.

Season 5 (1988-1989)

- Episode 6: "The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly"
A series of cases involving the morally ambiguous challenges the characters
to redefine their understanding of justice.

- Episode 14: "The Robbery"
The courtroom is turned upside down during a robbery, leading to unexpected
alliances among the characters.

- Episode 24: "The Wedding II"
A follow-up to the previous wedding episode brings new surprises and
complications for the characters.

Season 6 (1989-1990)

- Episode 1: "The Return of the King"
The courtroom drama escalates as an old adversary returns to challenge Judge
Stone’s authority.

- Episode 20: "The Defense Rests”

Christine Sullivan faces her greatest professional challenge, forcing her to
confront her feelings for Judge Stone.

- Episode 25: "Harry and the Family"

Family dynamics take center stage as Judge Stone navigates a case involving
his estranged father.

Season 7 (1990-1991)

- Episode 2: "The Blind Date"



A blind date goes awry when the characters find themselves in increasingly
ridiculous situations.

- Episode 12: "The Trial"
A high-profile trial captivates the courtroom, bringing unexpected twists and
turns to the proceedings.

- Episode 24: "The Final Curtain”
The season finale brings significant changes for the characters as they face
the future together.

Season 8 (1991-1992)

- Episode 5: "The More You Know"
The characters are forced to confront their own biases in a humorously
poignant episode.

- Episode 18: "Harry and the Time Capsule"
A time capsule unearthed in the courthouse leads the characters to reflect on
their pasts and the passage of time.

- Episode 22: "Goodbye"
The series finale wraps up the characters' arcs while celebrating the
friendships formed over the years in the courtroom.

Legacy of Night Court

“Night Court" remains a significant part of television history, remembered
for its unique setting, comedic brilliance, and memorable characters. The
show has inspired numerous spin-offs and reboots, including a recent revival
series that reimagines the original concept for a new generation.

The series tackled various social issues through its comedic lens, using
humor as a vehicle to address topics such as justice, morality, and personal
relationships. Its impact is still felt today, influencing a variety of
sitcoms that followed.

Conclusion

With its clever writing, memorable characters, and a perfect blend of comedy
and heart, "Night Court" continues to resonate with audiences. The episode
guide illustrates not just the evolving storylines but also the growth of the
characters who became beloved fixtures in the world of television. Whether
you are revisiting the series or discovering it for the first time, "Night
Court" is a timeless classic that showcases the best of sitcom history.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the premise of the 'Night Court' series?

'‘Night Court' is a sitcom set in a Manhattan night court, focusing on the
quirky cases and the eccentric staff that work there, particularly the
idealistic Judge Harry Stone.

How many seasons did the original 'Night Court' run?

The original 'Night Court' ran for a total of 9 seasons from 1984 to 1992.

Are there any notable guest stars in the 'Night
Court' episodes?

Yes, 'Night Court' featured many guest stars throughout its run, including
actors like John Larroquette, who received multiple Emmy Awards for his role
as Dan Fielding.

Is there a reboot of 'Night Court'?

Yes, a reboot of 'Night Court' premiered in January 2023, featuring a new
cast while paying homage to the original series.

Where can I watch 'Night Court' episodes?

‘Night Court' episodes are available for streaming on platforms like HBO Max
and can also be purchased on services like Amazon Prime Video and iTunes.
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