nhl fantasy draft cheat sheet

NHL Fantasy Draft Cheat Sheet: Preparing for your fantasy hockey draft can be
a daunting task, especially with the depth of talent available in the NHL. A
well-structured cheat sheet can serve as a valuable tool, offering insights
into player rankings, potential breakout stars, and strategic drafting
techniques. This article will guide you through the essential components of
creating and utilizing an NHL fantasy draft cheat sheet, ensuring you have a
competitive edge in your league.

Understanding the Basics of Fantasy Hockey

Before diving into the specifics of a cheat sheet, it's crucial to understand
the foundation of fantasy hockey.

What is Fantasy Hockey?

Fantasy hockey is a game where participants create imaginary teams based on
real NHL players. Points are awarded based on the players' performance in
actual games. The goal is to accumulate the highest number of points by the
end of the season.

Types of Fantasy Leagues

There are several formats for fantasy hockey leagues, each with its unique
rules and scoring systems:

1. Standard Leagues: The most common format, where teams compete in head-to-
head matchups each week.

2. Rotisserie Leagues: Teams are ranked in various statistical categories,
and points are assigned based on overall performance.

3. Dynasty Leagues: Players are kept from year to year, allowing for a more
in-depth strategy as you build a long-term roster.

4. Keeper Leagues: Similar to dynasty leagues, but with a limit on how many
players you can keep each year.

Understanding these formats will help you tailor your cheat sheet to your
league's specific needs.

Building Your NHL Fantasy Draft Cheat Sheet



Creating a cheat sheet involves extensive research and analysis. Here’s how
to construct one effectively.

Player Rankings

The foundation of any cheat sheet is player rankings. Here’s how to develop
your rankings:

1. Statistical Analysis: Review players' past performances, focusing on key
statistics such as goals, assists, plus/minus, shots on goal, and time on
ice.

2. Injury History: Consider players' injury histories, as past injuries can
impact future performance.

3. Team Changes: Analyze offseason trades, free agency moves, and coaching
changes that may affect player performance.

4. Prospects: Keep an eye on rising stars in the league who could have
breakout seasons.

Tiered Rankings

To simplify your draft strategy, organize players into tiers. Tiered rankings
allow you to see which players are comparable and can help you make decisions
on when to draft certain players.

- Elite Players: These are the top-tier players who consistently produce high
numbers.

- Solid Contributors: Players who offer reliable performance but may not
dominate the stats.

- Potential Breakouts: Young players or those in new situations who could
exceed expectations.

- Sleepers: Lesser-known players who could provide significant value late in
the draft.

Positional Rankings

Different positions contribute differently to your team’s success. Here's how
to rank players by position:

- Forwards: Often the highest-scoring players; prioritize elite forwards
early in the draft.

- Defensemen: Look for those who contribute both defensively and offensively.
- Goalies: Elite goalies can be game-changers; consider drafting one early if
there’s a run on goalies.



Draft Strategies

Having a cheat sheet is important, but implementing effective strategies
during the draft is equally crucial.

Preparation Before the Draft

1. Mock Drafts: Participate in mock drafts to practice your strategy and get
comfortable with various scenarios.

2. Know the Scoring System: Familiarize yourself with your league’s scoring
system, as it influences player value.

3. Stay Updated: Keep track of the latest news on injuries, trades, and
player performances leading up to the draft.

During the Draft

- Stick to Your Rankings: Don’'t get swayed by others; trust your cheat sheet.
- Be Flexible: While it's good to have a plan, stay adaptable to the flow of
the draft.

- Watch for Runs: Pay attention to when certain positions are being drafted
heavily; it may be wise to draft a player from that position earlier than
planned.

Post-Draft Considerations

After the draft, your work isn’t done. Consider the following:

1. Waiver Wire Strategy: Stay vigilant on the waiver wire for potential
pickups.

2. Trade Opportunities: Be open to trades that can strengthen your team.
3. Monitoring Performance: Regularly analyze player performances and be
prepared to adjust your roster accordingly.

Key Players to Watch

Here’s a list of players who are poised for strong performances in the
upcoming season, making them essential considerations for your cheat sheet:

Top Forwards



- Connor McDavid (EDM): A perennial top pick, known for his incredible speed
and scoring ability.

- Auston Matthews (TOR): A goal-scoring machine with the potential to lead
the league in goals.

- Leon Draisaitl (EDM): Often under the shadow of McDavid, but equally
capable of dominating.

Top Defensemen

- Cale Makar (COL): A young star who excels in both defense and offense.

- Victor Hedman (TBL): A veteran presence known for consistent performances
and playoff experience.

- Adam Fox (NYR): Emerging as one of the top defensemen with his impressive
skill set.

Top Goalies

- Andrei Vasilevskiy (TBL): Considered one of the best goalies in the league
with a strong track record.

- Igor Shesterkin (NYR): A rising star who has shown he can carry a team.

- Juuse Saros (NSH): Often overlooked, but capable of delivering outstanding
performances.

Final Thoughts

An NHL Fantasy Draft Cheat Sheet is an invaluable resource that can
significantly enhance your chances of success in fantasy hockey. By
understanding league formats, conducting thorough player analysis, and
implementing effective draft strategies, you can build a competitive team
that can contend for the championship. Remember, the key to fantasy success
lies not just in the draft but also in how you manage your team throughout
the season. Stay engaged, adapt to changes, and enjoy the excitement that
fantasy hockey brings!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an NHL fantasy draft cheat sheet?

An NHL fantasy draft cheat sheet is a tool that provides a ranked list of
players, along with their projected stats and other relevant information, to
help fantasy hockey managers make informed decisions during their draft.



How do I create my own NHL fantasy draft cheat
sheet?

To create your own NHL fantasy draft cheat sheet, start by researching player
rankings, analyzing past performance, considering injuries, and factoring in
team changes. Compile this information into a list, prioritizing players
based on your league's scoring system.

What factors should I consider when using a cheat
sheet for my NHL fantasy draft?

When using a cheat sheet, consider player position scarcity, injury history,
team dynamics, potential breakout candidates, and your league's specific
scoring settings to ensure you draft a well-rounded team.

Are there any popular websites or resources for NHL
fantasy draft cheat sheets?

Yes, popular websites like ESPN, Yahoo Sports, and Rotoworld often provide
updated NHL fantasy draft cheat sheets, along with expert rankings, player
projections, and analysis leading up to the draft.

Can I rely solely on a cheat sheet for my NHL
fantasy draft?

While a cheat sheet is a valuable tool, it's important to also consider real-
time information, such as player injuries and last-minute trades, and to stay
flexible during the draft to adapt to the choices of other managers.
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