
new york jets head coach history

New York Jets head coach history is a fascinating chronicle of leadership, innovation, and sometimes turmoil.
The New York Jets, established in 1960, have had a rollercoaster journey in the National Football League
(NFL), reflecting the changing landscape of professional football and the complexities of team dynamics. Over
the years, the Jets have employed a variety of head coaches, each bringing their own philosophies, strategies,
and styles to the organization. This article delves into the significant figures who have shaped the Jets'
coaching history, the challenges they faced, and the impact they left on the franchise.

Early Years: The Formation of the Jets

The New York Jets were originally founded as the Titans of New York in 1960 and joined the American Football
League (AFL). The organization changed its name to the Jets in 1963. The early years were characterized by
instability and a quest for identity, which extended to its coaching staff.

Walt Michaels (1977-1982)

Walt Michaels took the helm as head coach in 1977. Under his leadership, the Jets experienced their first real
success in the post-Super Bowl III era. Michaels was known for his tough, no-nonsense approach, and he led the
team to the playoffs in 1981. The highlight of his tenure was the AFC Wild Card game against the Buffalo
Bills, where the Jets showcased their grit and determination. However, the team failed to advance further,
which led to Michaels' departure in 1982.

The Super Bowl Glory Era

The Jets reached the pinnacle of success in 1969 when they won Super Bowl III under head coach Weeb Ewbank.
Ewbank's leadership is often hailed as one of the most significant factors in the team's historic victory, where
they defeated the Baltimore Colts.

Weeb Ewbank (1963-1973)

Weeb Ewbank is perhaps the most iconic figure in Jets history. His tenure spanned a decade, during which he built a
competitive roster that ultimately culminated in a Super Bowl championship. Ewbank's coaching style combined
innovative offensive strategies with a strong defense, which laid the groundwork for future success. His
ability to motivate players and instill a winning mentality was crucial in overcoming the odds during Super
Bowl III.

Challenges and Changes in the 1980s

The 1980s were a tumultuous decade for the Jets, marked by frequent changes in coaching staff and mixed
results on the field.

Joe Walton (1983-1989)



Joe Walton was appointed head coach in 1983, bringing a fresh perspective to the team. His tenure was
characterized by inconsistency, as the Jets struggled to find their footing in the competitive AFC East. Despite
having talented players like quarterback Ken O'Brien, Walton could not replicate the success of his
predecessor. He led the team to the playoffs in 1986 but was ultimately dismissed in 1989 after a string of
disappointing seasons.

Rich Kotite (1995-1996)

Rich Kotite became the head coach in the mid-'90s, but his tenure was marked by disappointment. After a strong
start, Kotite's Jets fell apart, finishing with a dismal record. His legacy is often associated with the team's
struggles during this period, leading to his dismissal after just two seasons.

The 1998 Season: A Glimmer of Hope

The Jets enjoyed a resurgence in the late '90s under the leadership of head coach Bill Parcells.

Bill Parcells (1997-1999)

Bill Parcells was hired to turn the franchise around, and he made an immediate impact. In 1998, Parcells led the
Jets to a 12-4 record and a playoff berth, showcasing a disciplined and competitive team. His coaching
philosophy emphasized hard work and accountability, which resonated with players. Although the Jets were
eliminated in the playoffs, Parcells' influence rejuvenated the franchise and set the stage for future success.

The 2000s: Stability and Playoff Appearances

The new millennium brought a sense of stability to the Jets' coaching staff, with several coaches making
significant contributions to the team's trajectory.

Herman Edwards (2001-2005)

Herman Edwards took over as head coach in 2001 and quickly became a fan favorite. His motivational speeches
and emphasis on teamwork led the Jets to the playoffs in 2002 and 2004. Edwards' tenure was marked by a
spirited culture that revitalized the franchise, although his departure in 2005 left fans wanting more playoff
success.

Eric Mangini (2006-2008)

Following Edwards, Eric Mangini was brought in to continue the team's upward trajectory. Mangini's tenure
had its highs and lows; he led the Jets to the playoffs in 2006 but faced criticism for his conservative coaching
style. Despite showing promise, his time with the team ended in 2008 after a disappointing season.

Recent Years: High Expectations and New Challenges



The past decade has seen a revolving door of coaching staff as the Jets sought to regain their competitive edge.

Rex Ryan (2009-2014)

Rex Ryan is one of the most recognizable figures in Jets history. His brash personality and defensive-minded
philosophy brought excitement to the franchise. Ryan led the Jets to back-to-back AFC Championship games in
2009 and 2010, showcasing a tenacious defense and a strong running game. However, inconsistency in
quarterback play and a lack of offensive production ultimately led to his dismissal in 2014.

Todd Bowles (2015-2018)

Todd Bowles succeeded Ryan and emphasized a disciplined, defensive approach. While Bowles had success in his
first season, leading the Jets to a 10-6 record, the following years were marked by struggles and roster
turnover. Bowles was let go after the 2018 season, leaving the franchise in search of a new direction.

Adam Gase (2019-2020)

Adam Gase's hiring was met with mixed reactions. While Gase had success with the Miami Dolphins, his tenure
with the Jets was marred by controversy and disappointing results. Gase struggled to connect with the
players, and the team never found its rhythm, leading to his dismissal after two seasons.

Robert Saleh (2021-Present)

In 2021, Robert Saleh was appointed as the head coach, bringing a new energy and vision to the franchise.
Known for his defensive acumen and leadership qualities, Saleh aims to restore the Jets' competitive spirit. His
first season was a rebuilding year, but Saleh's focus on developing young talent and creating a cohesive
culture has garnered optimism among fans.

Conclusion

The history of the New York Jets head coaches is a tapestry woven with triumphs and struggles, each coach
leaving an indelible mark on the franchise. From the glory of Super Bowl III with Weeb Ewbank to the current
leadership of Robert Saleh, the Jets continue to seek their place among the NFL elite. Each coach has faced
unique challenges, contributing to the team's ongoing narrative as they strive for success in a competitive
league. As the Jets move forward, fans remain hopeful that the next chapter in their coaching history will lead
to a new era of victories and championships.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the New York Jets?

The first head coach of the New York Jets was Sammy Baugh, who served from 1960 to 1961.



Which New York Jets head coach led the team to their only Super Bowl
victory?

Weeb Ewbank was the head coach who led the New York Jets to their only Super Bowl victory in Super Bowl
III.

Who is the longest-serving head coach in New York Jets history?

The longest-serving head coach in New York Jets history is Walt Michaels, who coached from 1977 to 1982.

Which head coach had the most wins with the New York Jets?

As of now, Rex Ryan has the most wins as head coach of the New York Jets, with a total of 50 wins.

Who was the head coach of the Jets during their most recent playoff
appearance?

Todd Bowles was the head coach during the New York Jets' most recent playoff appearance in the 2010
season.

What year did the New York Jets hire Adam Gase as head coach?

The New York Jets hired Adam Gase as head coach in 2019.

Who was the head coach of the New York Jets in 2021?

Robert Saleh was the head coach of the New York Jets in 2021.

Which New York Jets head coach is known for his defensive strategies and led
the team to two consecutive AFC Championship games?

Rex Ryan is known for his defensive strategies and led the Jets to two consecutive AFC Championship games in
2009 and 2010.
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