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New Testament Survey Merrill C Tenney is a comprehensive examination of the New Testament that
offers readers an insightful look into the historical, cultural, and theological context of the texts.
Authored by Merrill C. Tenney, a notable biblical scholar, this book serves as an essential resource for
students, pastors, and anyone interested in deepening their understanding of the New Testament. In
this article, we will explore the key themes and contributions of Tenney's work, its relevance in biblical

studies, and why it remains a pivotal resource for both academic and devotional purposes.

About Merrill C. Tenney

Merrill C. Tenney was a prominent American biblical scholar, educator, and author, best known for his
extensive work in New Testament studies. He served as a professor at Wheaton College and was
involved in various theological academic endeavors throughout his career. Tenney’s scholarship is
characterized by a thorough understanding of the historical context of the scriptures, making his

contributions invaluable for both the academic community and lay readers.

Tenney's Approach to New Testament Survey

In "New Testament Survey," Tenney adopts a systematic approach to exploring the texts of the New

Testament. His methodology includes:

1. Historical Context: Tenney delves into the historical background of the New Testament writings,
examining the socio-political landscape of the time, including the influence of Roman rule and Jewish
traditions.

2. Literary Analysis: Each book of the New Testament is analyzed in terms of its literary style,

structure, and genre, allowing readers to appreciate the unique contributions of each writer.



3. Theological Themes: Tenney identifies and discusses key theological themes that permeate the
New Testament, such as grace, redemption, and the kingdom of God.
4. Cultural Insights: The book also highlights the cultural and religious practices of the early church,

providing a richer understanding of the text’s original audience.

Key Features of the New Testament Survey

Tenney’s "New Testament Survey" includes several features that enhance its utility as an academic

resource:

Comprehensive Outline of the New Testament

The book provides a detailed outline of the New Testament, categorizing the texts into various

sections:

- The Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—each examined for its unique portrayal of Jesus.

- Acts of the Apostles: An exploration of the early church and the spread of Christianity.

- Pauline Epistles: Letters written by Paul addressing various theological issues and practical concerns
among early Christians.

- General Epistles: Letters written by other apostles, such as Peter, James, and John, focusing on
themes relevant to the broader Christian community.

- Revelation: An analysis of apocalyptic literature and its implications for Christian eschatology.

Visual Aids and Maps

To enhance understanding, Tenney includes various visual aids, including:



- Maps: Detailed maps of the ancient Mediterranean world help readers visualize the geographical
context of the New Testament events.
- Charts: Charts summarizing key themes, timelines, and relationships among the books provide quick

references for readers.

Theological Insights in Tenney's Work

Merrill C. Tenney's survey does not merely focus on the historical and literary aspects of the New
Testament; it also presents significant theological insights that are crucial for understanding Christian

doctrine.

Central Theological Themes

Some of the central themes discussed in the book include:

1. Christology: An exploration of the nature and person of Jesus Christ, emphasizing His divinity and
humanity.

2. Salvation: A discussion on the concept of salvation in the New Testament, including faith, grace,
and works.

3. The Role of the Holy Spirit: Insights into the Holy Spirit's work in the life of believers and the church.
4. Eschatology: An examination of end times, including discussions on the second coming of Christ

and the hope of resurrection.

Practical Applications for Contemporary Readers

Tenney’s work also emphasizes practical applications for modern readers, encouraging them to

engage with the text and apply its teachings to their lives. Some applications include:



- Spiritual Growth: Encouraging readers to deepen their faith through study and reflection on the
scriptures.

- Community Engagement: Insights into how early Christians lived in community can inform
contemporary church practices.

- Mission and Evangelism: The New Testament’s emphasis on spreading the Gospel serves as a call

to action for current believers.

Why "New Testament Survey" Remains a Vital Resource

The enduring relevance of Tenney's "New Testament Survey" can be attributed to several factors:

Accessible Scholarship

Tenney's ability to present complex theological concepts in an accessible manner makes the book
suitable for both scholars and laypersons. His clear writing style and structured approach help

demystify the New Testament.

Scholarly Endorsements

The book has received positive reviews from various scholars and educators, further solidifying its
status as a trusted resource in biblical studies. lts comprehensive nature makes it a valuable tool for

seminaries, Bible colleges, and personal study.

Continued Demand in Academic Settings

Despite the availability of numerous biblical surveys, Tenney's work continues to be included in



curricula across many theological institutions. Its thoroughness and depth make it a staple reference

for students and educators alike.

Conclusion

In summary, Merrill C. Tenney's "New Testament Survey" is an essential resource for anyone looking
to deepen their understanding of the New Testament. With its detailed historical context, literary
analysis, and theological insights, the book provides a comprehensive overview that enriches both
academic study and personal faith. Whether you are a student, pastor, or simply a curious reader,
Tenney's work remains a valuable guide to the profound teachings found within the New Testament.

As you explore its pages, you will find not only knowledge but also inspiration for your spiritual journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Merrill C. Tenney's 'New Testament
Survey'?

The primary focus of Merrill C. Tenney's 'New Testament Survey' is to provide an overview of the

books of the New Testament, exploring their historical context, themes, and theological significance.

How does Tenney approach the authorship of New Testament texts in
his survey?

Tenney approaches the authorship of New Testament texts by examining historical evidence,
traditional attributions, and scholarly debates, while emphasizing the importance of understanding the

context in which each book was written.



What unique features does Tenney include in his 'New Testament
Survey' to aid readers?

Tenney includes unique features such as maps, charts, and timelines, as well as summaries and

critical notes on each book, which help readers grasp the structure and flow of the New Testament.

In what ways does Tenney's survey contribute to biblical scholarship?

Tenney's survey contributes to biblical scholarship by synthesizing extensive research and providing a
scholarly yet accessible resource for students, educators, and lay readers interested in the New

Testament.

What is Tenney's perspective on the historical reliability of the New
Testament?

Tenney maintains a positive perspective on the historical reliability of the New Testament, arguing that
the texts provide a trustworthy account of the life and teachings of Jesus and the early Christian

church.

How does Tenney's 'New Testament Survey' differ from other biblical
surveys?

Tenney's 'New Testament Survey' differs from other biblical surveys by its comprehensive yet concise
treatment of each book, its emphasis on historical context, and its integration of theological insights,

making it both informative and practical.
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