
new king james bible commentary
New King James Bible Commentary is an essential resource for scholars, pastors, and laypeople
seeking to deepen their understanding of the Scriptures. The New King James Version (NKJV) of the
Bible, first published in 1982, sought to maintain the majestic style of the King James Version while
updating the language and scholarship to make it more accessible to contemporary readers. The
New King James Bible Commentary complements this translation by providing insights,
explanations, and interpretations of biblical passages, making it an indispensable tool for anyone
studying the Bible.

Overview of the New King James Version

The New King James Version was developed with a dual purpose: to preserve the beauty and
accuracy of the original King James Version while also making the text more understandable for
modern readers. The translation committee employed a team of scholars, theologians, and linguists
to ensure that the NKJV would be both faithful to the original manuscripts and relevant to
contemporary audiences.

Key Features of the NKJV

1. Textual Accuracy: The NKJV is based on the same underlying texts as the KJV but benefits from
advances in biblical scholarship and manuscript discoveries.

2. Literary Style: The NKJV retains much of the poetic and literary quality of the KJV, making it
suitable for both reading and memorization.

3. Updated Language: The language of the NKJV is updated to reflect modern English usage, making
it more accessible to today's readers.

4. Extensive Footnotes: The NKJV includes footnotes that provide alternate translations,
explanations, and references to original language terms.

5. Wide Acceptance: The NKJV is widely accepted across various denominations, making it a popular
choice for both personal study and public worship.

The Importance of Commentary in Biblical Study

Commentaries are critical resources that help readers understand the historical context, literary
structure, and theological implications of biblical texts. They provide insights that may not be
immediately apparent from the text itself, enhancing comprehension and application.



Benefits of Using Commentaries

- Contextual Understanding: Commentaries often delve into the historical and cultural contexts of
the biblical narratives, which can illuminate the intended meaning behind the text.

- Theological Insights: They provide theological reflections and interpretations that can deepen one’s
understanding of God’s nature and His relationship with humanity.

- Practical Application: Many commentaries offer guidance on how to apply biblical principles to
everyday life, making them valuable tools for personal growth and discipleship.

- Scholarly Research: For students and scholars, commentaries serve as a foundation for more
advanced theological research and analysis.

The New King James Bible Commentary

The New King James Bible Commentary is a comprehensive resource that aims to provide thorough
explanations of the biblical text, while also being user-friendly for those less familiar with theological
language or concepts. It is structured to accompany the NKJV, making it an ideal companion for
those who prefer this translation.

Structure and Features of the Commentary

1. Verse-by-Verse Exegesis: Each book of the Bible is covered with detailed explanations of verses,
offering insights into grammar, syntax, and word meanings.

2. Thematic Studies: The commentary often includes thematic studies that explore significant
theological concepts and motifs present in the text.

3. Historical Background: Authors provide background information about the authors, audience, and
circumstances surrounding the writing of each book.

4. Cultural Context: Discussions of the cultural practices and beliefs of the time enhance
understanding of the text's relevance and implications.

5. Illustrative Examples: The commentary may include illustrations, maps, and charts to help
visualize the geographical and historical contexts.

6. Application Sections: Practical application sections offer insights into how the teachings of the
text can be integrated into daily life.

Contributors and Scholarly Input

The New King James Bible Commentary is written by a team of reputable scholars, theologians, and



educators, each bringing their expertise in biblical languages, history, and theology. Their
collaborative effort ensures a well-rounded perspective that addresses various interpretive
challenges within the Scriptures.

How to Effectively Use the New King James Bible
Commentary

Using the NKJV Commentary can significantly enhance your Bible study experience. Here are some
tips on how to make the most of this valuable resource:

1. Read Alongside the NKJV: Use the commentary in conjunction with reading the NKJV text to see
the immediate application of insights provided.

2. Focus on Key Passages: Identify passages that are difficult to understand and use the commentary
to clarify and explain these texts.

3. Engage with the Content: Take notes and highlight sections in the commentary that resonate with
you or prompt further questions.

4. Incorporate Other Resources: Use the commentary alongside other study tools such as
dictionaries, atlases, and theological works to deepen your understanding.

5. Participate in Study Groups: Discussing insights from the commentary with others can enhance
your comprehension and provide different perspectives.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the New King James Bible Commentary is an invaluable resource for anyone seeking
to explore the depths of the Scriptures. Its combination of scholarly insight, practical application,
and accessibility makes it a perfect companion for the NKJV. Whether you are a pastor preparing a
sermon, a student conducting research, or a layperson seeking to grow in your faith, this
commentary offers essential tools to enhance your understanding of the Bible. With its rich features
and knowledgeable contributors, the New King James Bible Commentary stands as a testament to
the ongoing relevance and richness of God’s Word in the lives of believers today. By engaging with
this commentary, readers can embark on a more informed and enriching journey through the
Scriptures, deepening their faith and understanding of God’s message.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the New King James Bible Commentary?
The New King James Bible Commentary is a comprehensive biblical reference tool that provides
verse-by-verse explanations and insights based on the New King James Version (NKJV) of the Bible,



aiming to help readers understand the text in its historical, cultural, and theological contexts.

Who are the primary contributors to the New King James Bible
Commentary?
The New King James Bible Commentary features contributions from a team of respected biblical
scholars and theologians, including Dr. Thomas Nelson, Dr. Earl Radmacher, and Dr. John
MacArthur, among others, who provide authoritative insights into the scriptures.

How does the New King James Bible Commentary differ from
other Bible commentaries?
The New King James Bible Commentary specifically utilizes the NKJV text, offering a modern yet
traditional translation approach, while also focusing on practical application and theological clarity,
making it distinct from commentaries based on other translations.

Is the New King James Bible Commentary suitable for both
scholars and lay readers?
Yes, the New King James Bible Commentary is designed to be accessible for both scholars and lay
readers, providing in-depth analysis while also offering practical insights that can benefit anyone
wanting to deepen their understanding of the Bible.

Where can I purchase or access the New King James Bible
Commentary?
The New King James Bible Commentary can be purchased through various retailers, including online
platforms like Amazon and Christian bookstores, and it may also be available in digital formats
through Bible study apps and websites.
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