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New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis is a comprehensive reference

work that provides a critical and scholarly examination of the Old Testament's theological themes and

exegetical methodologies. This dictionary serves as an essential resource for students, theologians,

pastors, and scholars who seek to delve into the rich complexities of Old Testament texts. By offering

insights into the original languages, cultural contexts, and theological implications of the Scriptures, this

work stands out as a pivotal contribution to biblical studies.

Overview of the Dictionary

The New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis (NIDOTTE) was first

published in the 1990s as part of the New International Dictionary series. It aims to provide a

comprehensive, scholarly, and accessible resource for understanding the Old Testament. The

dictionary is characterized by:

- Scholarly Contributions: Authored by leading biblical scholars, NIDOTTE draws on extensive research

and academic rigor.

- Thematic Organization: The entries are organized thematically, allowing users to explore various

topics systematically.

- Cross-Referencing: The dictionary features cross-references that facilitate deeper study and

exploration of related concepts.



Structure and Features

The NIDOTTE is structured to cater to both theologians and lay readers. Its features include:

1. Alphabetical Entries

The dictionary includes over 1,000 entries arranged alphabetically. Each entry typically encompasses:

- Definition and Explanation: Clear definitions and explanations of theological terms and concepts.

- Biblical References: Relevant Scripture passages that illustrate the term's usage within the Old

Testament.

- Historical Context: Insights into how the term has been understood throughout history and in various

theological traditions.

2. Thematic Articles

In addition to individual entries, the NIDOTTE contains thematic articles that explore broader topics in

Old Testament theology. These articles often cover:

- Major Theological Themes: Such as Creation, Covenant, Atonement, and Prophecy.

- Cultural Context: Insights into the historical and cultural background of the Old Testament, which

enriches understanding.

- Comparative Theology: Discussions on how Old Testament themes relate to other religious traditions.

3. Language and Exegesis

One of the standout features of the NIDOTTE is its attention to the original languages of the Old



Testament. This includes:

- Hebrew and Aramaic Terms: Definitions and explanations of key Hebrew and Aramaic words and

phrases.

- Exegetical Insights: Guidance on interpretation, including grammatical and syntactical considerations.

- Translation Variations: Discussion of how different translations impact understanding, emphasizing

the nuances of the text.

4. Bibliographical Resources

Each entry includes a bibliography of recommended resources for further study. This feature is

particularly valuable for researchers seeking to expand their knowledge on specific topics.

Bibliographies typically include:

- Scholarly Articles: Peer-reviewed articles that offer in-depth analyses.

- Books: Key texts in Old Testament scholarship and theology.

- Journals: Relevant academic journals that publish ongoing research in the field.

Significance for Biblical Scholarship

The New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis plays a crucial role in

contemporary biblical scholarship. Its significance can be understood through several dimensions:

1. Bridging Historical and Contemporary Understanding

NIDOTTE serves as a bridge between historical interpretations of the Old Testament and

contemporary theological discussions. By examining historical contexts and modern applications,



scholars can engage in fruitful dialogue about enduring themes in the Scriptures.

2. Enhancing Exegetical Skills

For students and pastors who aim to improve their exegetical skills, the NIDOTTE offers practical tools

and insights. Its focus on original languages and interpretive methodologies equips users to engage

more deeply with the biblical text, fostering a more nuanced understanding.

3. Supporting Diverse Theological Perspectives

The dictionary encompasses a variety of theological perspectives, reflecting the diversity of thought

within the Christian tradition. This inclusivity allows readers to engage with differing viewpoints and

encourages a more comprehensive exploration of Old Testament theology.

4. A Resource for Preaching and Teaching

For pastors and educators, NIDOTTE serves as an invaluable resource for sermon preparation and

teaching. Its clear definitions, thematic organization, and practical insights enable effective

communication of complex theological ideas to diverse audiences.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its many strengths, the New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis

is not without its challenges. Some critiques include:

- Complex Language: For lay readers, the academic language may be challenging to navigate. While



the dictionary aims for accessibility, some entries may still be dense.

- Theological Bias: Critics argue that certain entries may reflect particular theological biases, which

could influence interpretations. Users are encouraged to consult multiple sources for a well-rounded

understanding.

- Evolving Scholarship: As biblical scholarship continues to evolve, some entries may become

outdated. Ongoing research and studies are essential for keeping the dictionary relevant.

Conclusion

The New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis is an essential tool for

anyone engaged in the study of the Old Testament. Its scholarly depth, thematic organization, and

attention to original languages make it a comprehensive resource for biblical understanding. While it

faces certain challenges, its contributions to theological discourse and exegetical practice are

invaluable. For scholars, students, and church leaders alike, NIDOTTE serves as a guiding light in the

rich and complex landscape of Old Testament theology. As readers engage with this dictionary, they

will undoubtedly deepen their appreciation for the Scriptures and their enduring relevance in today's

world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the New International Dictionary of Old

Testament Theology and Exegesis?

The dictionary aims to provide comprehensive theological and exegetical insights into the Old

Testament, offering definitions, interpretations, and scholarly perspectives on key terms and concepts.



Who are the main contributors to the New International Dictionary of

Old Testament Theology and Exegesis?

The dictionary features contributions from a diverse group of scholars, theologians, and experts in Old

Testament studies, ensuring a wide range of perspectives and interpretations.

How does the New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology

and Exegesis differ from other biblical dictionaries?

Unlike other dictionaries, this work specifically focuses on integrating theological themes with

exegetical analysis, highlighting the implications of Old Testament texts for contemporary theology.

What types of entries can one expect to find in the New International

Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis?

Entries typically include detailed discussions of theological concepts, significant biblical passages,

historical context, and relevant scholarly debates surrounding Old Testament texts.

Is the New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and

Exegesis suitable for lay readers?

While the dictionary is primarily aimed at scholars and students of theology, it is also accessible to lay

readers who seek to deepen their understanding of the Old Testament and its theological implications.

What role does the New International Dictionary of Old Testament

Theology and Exegesis play in academic research?

The dictionary serves as a valuable resource for academic research by providing reliable definitions

and in-depth analyses that support scholarly work in Old Testament studies.



Can the New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and

Exegesis be used for sermon preparation?

Yes, pastors and preachers often use the dictionary to gain insights into Old Testament texts, helping

to inform and enrich their sermon preparation and theological discussions.
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