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New Deal Programs Worksheet: Understanding the Impact and Legacy of Franklin
D. Roosevelt's Initiatives

The New Deal programs worksheet serves as a crucial educational tool for
understanding the transformative policies implemented during the Great
Depression under President Franklin D. Roosevelt. This comprehensive set of
programs aimed to provide relief, recovery, and reform to a struggling
nation, forever altering the landscape of American social and economic
policy. In this article, we will explore the historical context of the New
Deal, its key components, and the lasting implications of these initiatives
on modern society.

Historical Context of the New Deal

The New Deal emerged in response to the catastrophic economic collapse known
as the Great Depression, which began in 1929. The stock market crash, bank
failures, and widespread unemployment left millions of Americans in dire
straits.

The Great Depression: A Brief Overview

1. Economic Collapse: The Depression led to a staggering unemployment rate,
reaching about 25% at its peak.

2. Widespread Poverty: Many families lost their homes and savings, leading to
an increase in poverty levels across the nation.

3. Bank Failures: Thousands of banks closed their doors, erasing savings for
countless Americans.

In this climate of despair, Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected in 1932,
promising a "New Deal" for the American people.

The Goals of the New Deal

The New Deal aimed to address three main goals, often referred to as the
"Three Rs":

1. Relief: Immediate aid for the unemployed and poor.
2. Recovery: Strategies to revive the economy and put people back to work.
3. Reform: Changes to prevent future economic crises.



Key Components of the New Deal

The New Deal consisted of numerous programs and agencies, many of which are
still in existence today. Here are some pivotal components:

1. Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC):

- Created in 1933, the CCC provided jobs for young men to work on
environmental conservation projects.

- Participants received food, shelter, and a small wage, which they often
sent home to their families.

2. Public Works Administration (PWA):

- Established to create large-scale public works projects, the PWA aimed to
stimulate job growth and economic activity.

- It funded the construction of roads, schools, and dams, generating
thousands of jobs.

3. Social Security Act (SSA):

- Enacted in 1935, the SSA introduced a social insurance program that
provided financial assistance to the elderly, disabled, and unemployed.
- This program laid the groundwork for the modern welfare state.

4. Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA):

- Designed to boost agricultural prices by reducing surpluses, the AAA paid
farmers to cut production.

- Although controversial, it aimed to stabilize the agricultural sector and
improve farmers' incomes.

5. National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA):

- Aimed at revitalizing industry, the NIRA sought to establish fair business
practices and promote industrial growth.

- It included provisions for labor rights and collective bargaining.

6. Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC):
- Established in 1933 to restore trust in the American banking system, the
FDIC insured bank deposits, safeguarding people's savings.

The Impact of New Deal Programs

The New Deal had profound and far-reaching effects on American society,
economy, and government.

Economic Recovery

- The New Deal helped restore confidence in the banking system and stimulated
economic growth.



- By the late 1930s, the unemployment rate had dropped significantly,
although it did not return to pre-Depression levels until World War II.

Social Change

- The New Deal marked a shift in the government's role in the economy and
society, laying the foundation for future social welfare programs.

- It also brought about greater awareness and activism regarding labor rights
and protections.

Political Legacy

- The New Deal solidified the Democratic Party's dominance in American
politics for decades.

- Roosevelt's policies created a coalition of urban workers, farmers, and
middle-class citizens that reshaped the political landscape.

Criticism and Controversy

Despite its successes, the New Deal faced significant criticism from various
quarters.

1. Constitutional Challenges:
- Some programs were deemed unconstitutional by the Supreme Court, leading to
the withdrawal or modification of certain initiatives.

2. Inequality:
- Critics argued that many New Deal programs favored certain groups,
particularly white males, while neglecting minorities and women.

3. Debate over Government Role:
- The expansion of government intervention in the economy sparked a
longstanding debate about the appropriate size and scope of government.

Educational Worksheets and Activities

To enhance understanding of the New Deal, educators often utilize New Deal
programs worksheets in the classroom. These worksheets can include various
activities and exercises, such as:

1. Matching Programs to Their Goals: Students can match specific New Deal
programs to their intended objectives (relief, recovery, reform).
2. Timeline Creation: Students can create a timeline of key events and



programs in the New Deal, helping them visualize the progression and impact
of Roosevelt's initiatives.

3. Group Discussions: Facilitating discussions about the effectiveness and
implications of the New Deal encourages critical thinking and engagement with
historical material.

Sample Worksheet Activities

1. Fill in the Blanks: Provide a list of New Deal programs and have students
fill in the blanks regarding their purpose and outcomes.

2. Pros and Cons Chart: Have students create a chart listing the pros and
cons of the New Deal, encouraging them to consider various perspectives.

3. Research Projects: Assign students to research specific New Deal programs
or figures, presenting their findings to the class.

Conclusion

The New Deal programs worksheet is more than just a tool for learning; it
represents a pivotal chapter in American history that continues to influence
contemporary policies and debates. The legacy of the New Deal is evident in
today’s social safety nets, labor laws, and government intervention
strategies. Understanding this era is crucial for comprehending the evolution
of the American political and economic landscape, as well as the ongoing
discussions about the role of government in society. Through engaging
educational resources like worksheets, students can develop a nuanced
appreciation for this complex and impactful period in history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are New Deal programs?

New Deal programs were a series of initiatives and reforms implemented by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt in the 1930s to combat the Great Depression,
focusing on economic recovery, job creation, and social welfare.

What is a New Deal programs worksheet?

A New Deal programs worksheet is an educational tool used to help students
and individuals learn about the various programs introduced during the New
Deal era by summarizing key facts, objectives, and impacts of these
initiatives.



What key programs are typically included in a New
Deal programs worksheet?

Commonly included programs are the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), Works
Progress Administration (WPA), Social Security Act, and the Agricultural
Adjustment Act (AAA), among others.

How can New Deal programs worksheets be used in
classrooms?

Educators can use New Deal programs worksheets as a part of lesson plans,
group projects, or individual assignments to foster discussion, critical
thinking, and a deeper understanding of historical context.

What skills can students develop using a New Deal
programs worksheet?

Students can develop research skills, analytical thinking, and the ability to
synthesize information by comparing different New Deal programs and assessing
their impacts on society and the economy.

Are New Deal programs worksheets available online?

Yes, many educational websites and resources offer downloadable New Deal
programs worksheets, often including interactive elements and additional
reading materials.

How can I create my own New Deal programs worksheet?

To create your own New Deal programs worksheet, start by selecting key
programs, gather relevant information about each, and format it into sections
such as objectives, outcomes, and historical significance.

Why are New Deal programs still relevant today?

New Deal programs are relevant today as they provide insights into government
intervention during economic crises, the role of social safety nets, and
lessons on policy effectiveness that can inform current economic strategies.
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