
neon sign value guide
Neon sign value guide offers collectors, enthusiasts, and businesses a comprehensive
understanding of the worth of these eye-catching pieces of art and advertising. Neon signs have long
been a staple of American culture, illuminating everything from diners and bars to personal
collections. In this guide, we will explore the factors that determine the value of neon signs, how to
assess their worth, the types of neon signs available, and tips for buying and selling them.

Understanding Neon Signs

Before diving into valuation, it's essential to understand what neon signs are and their significance
in both historical and contemporary contexts.

What Are Neon Signs?

Neon signs are illuminated tubes made of glass that contain neon gas or other gases, which glow
when an electric current passes through them. They are known for their vibrant colors and are often
used in advertising and decorative applications. The first neon sign was created in 1910 by French
engineer Georges Claude, and since then, they have become an iconic part of urban landscapes.

The Cultural Impact of Neon Signs

Neon signs have played a crucial role in advertising and city aesthetics, especially in the mid-20th
century. They symbolize nightlife, entertainment, and consumer culture. Today, vintage neon signs
are sought after for their nostalgic value and artistic appeal, making them valuable collectibles.

Factors Determining Neon Sign Value

When assessing the value of a neon sign, several factors come into play:

1. Age and Rarity

- Age: Older signs, particularly those made before the 1970s, tend to be more valuable due to their
historical significance.
- Rarity: Limited production signs or those from defunct businesses can fetch higher prices due to
their scarcity.



2. Condition

- Working Condition: Signs that are in good working order are generally worth more. Restoration
can add value if done correctly.
- Physical Condition: Signs with minimal wear, rust, or damage will be more valuable than those that
show significant signs of aging.

3. Design and Aesthetics

- Artistic Appeal: Unique designs or those created by renowned artists can significantly raise a sign's
value.
- Color: Certain colors are more sought after, with bright and vibrant hues typically attracting higher
prices.

4. Historical Significance

- Associations: Signs associated with famous businesses, events, or locations can command higher
prices due to their cultural relevance.
- Documentation: Provenance or historical documentation can enhance the value of a neon sign.

5. Market Demand

- Trends: The popularity of neon signs can fluctuate, impacting their market value. Current trends in
home decor and vintage items can either increase or decrease demand.

Types of Neon Signs

Neon signs can be categorized into various types, each with its own value considerations:

1. Commercial Neon Signs

These signs are designed primarily for businesses, advertising products or services. Their value can
vary based on brand recognition, age, and condition.

2. Artistic Neon Signs

Created by artists or designers, these signs often serve as decorative pieces rather than
advertisements. Their value is influenced by the artist's reputation and the uniqueness of the design.



3. Vintage Neon Signs

Vintage signs, typically pre-1970s, are highly sought after by collectors. Their age, rarity, and
historical significance can significantly enhance their value.

4. Custom Neon Signs

These are made to order and can be personalized. While their value may not rival vintage signs,
custom pieces can still command decent prices based on craftsmanship and design.

Assessing Neon Sign Value

To accurately assess the value of a neon sign, consider the following steps:

Research: Investigate the sign’s history, including its age, manufacturer, and previous1.
ownership.

Condition Evaluation: Inspect the sign for any damage or repairs. A professional appraisal2.
may be necessary for high-value items.

Market Comparison: Look at similar signs in the market. Online auction platforms and3.
collectibles shops can provide valuable insights.

Consult Experts: Reach out to appraisers or neon sign experts who can provide a4.
professional assessment.

Buying Neon Signs

If you're looking to buy neon signs, consider the following tips:

1. Set a Budget

Determine how much you're willing to spend before you start looking. Neon signs can range from
affordable replicas to high-value vintage pieces.

2. Buy from Reputable Sources



- Specialized Dealers: Look for dealers who specialize in neon signs.
- Auctions: Online auction platforms can offer a wide range of options, but be cautious and check
seller ratings.

3. Verify Authenticity

Ensure that the sign is genuine. Ask for provenance or certificates of authenticity when purchasing
high-value signs.

4. Inspect Before Purchase

Whenever possible, inspect the sign in person. Check for any signs of damage, wear, or repairs that
may affect its value.

Selling Neon Signs

When it comes time to sell your neon signs, keep these tips in mind:

1. Know the Market

Stay informed about current trends and values in the neon sign market. This knowledge will help
you set a competitive price.

2. Prepare for Sale

- Clean and Repair: Ensure the sign is clean and in working condition. Minor repairs can increase its
value.
- Photograph Well: High-quality images can attract potential buyers. Showcase the sign from
multiple angles and highlight any unique features.

3. Choose the Right Platform

- Online Marketplaces: Platforms like eBay, Etsy, or specialized collectibles sites can provide access
to a large audience.
- Local Auctions or Antique Shows: Consider selling at local events where collectors gather.



4. Provide Detailed Descriptions

When listing your sign, include all relevant details such as age, condition, manufacturer, and any
historical significance. Transparency builds trust with potential buyers.

Conclusion

Understanding the value of neon signs can enrich your collecting experience or help you make
informed business decisions. Whether you're a seasoned collector, a business owner looking to
enhance your storefront, or a newcomer to the world of neon signs, knowing the factors that
influence their value is essential. By following this neon sign value guide, you can navigate the
vibrant world of neon signs with confidence, ensuring that you make wise purchases and sales in
this fascinating market.

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors influence the value of a neon sign?
The value of a neon sign is influenced by factors such as age, condition, rarity, brand, and historical
significance. Original vintage signs are often worth more than modern reproductions.

How can I determine the authenticity of a vintage neon sign?
To determine authenticity, check for original branding, inspect the wiring and glass work for signs of
age, and consult an expert or reference guides that document specific signs.

Are there specific brands known for high-value neon signs?
Yes, brands like Coca-Cola, Budweiser, and various car manufacturers are known for producing
high-value neon signs due to their iconic status and collectibility.

What is the average market price for a vintage neon sign?
The average market price for a vintage neon sign can range from a few hundred to several thousand
dollars, depending on the sign's condition, brand, and demand.

How can I care for and maintain my neon sign to preserve its
value?
To maintain your neon sign, keep it clean, avoid exposing it to extreme temperatures, and ensure it's
properly stored or displayed to prevent damage to the glass and electrical components.



Where can I find a reliable neon sign value guide?
Reliable neon sign value guides can be found through auction house catalogs, online collectible
forums, and specialized books or websites dedicated to neon sign history and valuation.

What are some common misconceptions about neon sign
values?
A common misconception is that all neon signs are valuable; however, many modern signs have little
to no collector interest, and value often depends on historical context and rarity.

Is it worth investing in neon signs for collectors?
Investing in neon signs can be worthwhile, especially if you focus on rare and vintage pieces.
However, like any collectible, market trends can fluctuate, so research is essential.

How do I appraise a neon sign I own?
To appraise a neon sign, consider consulting a professional appraiser who specializes in neon or
vintage signage, or use online resources and databases for comparable sales.

What trends are currently affecting the neon sign market?
Current trends affecting the neon sign market include a resurgence of interest in retro and vintage
aesthetics, as well as a growing popularity of custom neon signs for home decor.
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