nelson demille the gold coast

Nelson DeMille's The Gold Coast is a gripping novel that intricately weaves
themes of wealth, power, and moral ambiguity against the backdrop of the
affluent Gold Coast of Long Island, New York. Published in 1990, this book
has not only captivated readers but also solidified DeMille's reputation as a
master storyteller. This article will delve into the plot, characters,
themes, and the lasting impact of "The Gold Coast," exploring why it remains
a significant work in contemporary fiction.

Plot Overview

Set in the late 1980s, "The Gold Coast" follows John Sutter, a successful and
somewhat jaded real estate attorney residing in the opulent Gold Coast. His
life takes a dramatic turn when he becomes embroiled with his new neighbor, a
wealthy and enigmatic mobster named Frank Bellarosa. The story unfolds in a
series of events that intertwine Sutter’s mundane life with the glamour and
danger of Bellarosa's criminal empire.

The narrative begins with Sutter's comfortable but predictable life, which is
disrupted by Bellarosa’s arrival. As the two men develop a complicated
friendship, Sutter is drawn into a world filled with moral dilemmas, legal
complications, and dangerous liaisons. The plot escalates as Sutter grapples
with his own values and the seductive allure of wealth and power.

Main Characters

The characters in "The Gold Coast" are richly developed, each contributing to
the intricate tapestry of the story. Here are the key figures:

1. John Sutter: The protagonist, Sutter is a real estate attorney whose life
represents the classic American Dream. However, he finds himself caught in a
moral quagmire as he navigates the complexities of his relationship with
Bellarosa.

2. Frank Bellarosa: The antagonist and a powerful mobster, Bellarosa is
charismatic yet dangerous. His presence challenges Sutter's worldview and
forces him to confront the darker sides of wealth and influence.

3. Susan Sutter: John’s wife, who embodies the traditional values of loyalty
and stability. Her character serves as a counterbalance to John's moral
dilemmas.

4. The Sutter Family: John’'s family members, including his parents, provide
additional layers to the narrative, offering insights into his upbringing and



values.

5. Supporting Characters: Various friends, associates, and law enforcement
figures populate the story, each representing different facets of life in the
Gold Coast.

Themes and Motifs

"The Gold Coast" explores several themes that resonate deeply with readers,
making it a compelling read:

Wealth and Morality

At the heart of the novel is the exploration of wealth and its moral
implications. John Sutter's life is characterized by luxury, yet as he
interacts with Bellarosa, he questions the ethical foundations of his
success. The juxtaposition of Sutter's professional life against the backdrop
of Bellarosa's criminal enterprises creates a tension that drives the
narrative forward.

Power Dynamics

The power struggle between Sutter and Bellarosa is a central motif in the
novel. As Sutter becomes more involved in Bellarosa's world, he realizes that
power can be both seductive and corrupting. This theme is reflective of
broader societal issues, such as the influence of organized crime and the
moral compromises individuals make in pursuit of success.

Identity and Transformation

Sutter’s journey is one of self-discovery and transformation. The
interactions with Bellarosa force him to confront his identity, leading to
significant changes in his character. The novel raises questions about the
nature of identity-how it is shaped by external forces and personal choices.

Family and Loyalty

Family loyalty is another recurring theme. Sutter’s relationships with his
wife and parents highlight the importance of familial bonds, contrasting with
the often ruthless world of Bellarosa. This theme underscores the sacrifices
individuals make in the name of loyalty, as well as the consequences of those



choices.

Style and Narrative Techniques

Nelson DeMille employs a distinctive narrative style in "The Gold Coast" that
enhances the reading experience. Here are some notable techniques:

- First-Person Perspective: The story is narrated from John Sutter's point of
view, providing readers with intimate access to his thoughts and emotions.
This perspective allows for a deeper understanding of his internal conflicts.

- Witty Dialogue: DeMille's use of sharp, witty dialogue adds humor and depth
to the characters. The exchanges between Sutter and Bellarosa are
particularly engaging, reflecting their complex relationship.

- Rich Descriptive Language: The author paints vivid pictures of the Gold
Coast's opulence, making the setting a character in its own right. The
descriptions transport readers into a world of luxury and intrigue.

Critical Reception and Impact

Upon its release, "The Gold Coast" received positive reviews from critics and
readers alike. It was praised for its engaging plot, well-drawn characters,
and exploration of complex themes. The novel's success helped cement
DeMille's status as a leading figure in contemporary fiction.

As time has passed, "The Gold Coast" has continued to resonate with readers,
often being regarded as a classic in the genre of crime fiction. Its
exploration of moral ambiguity and the human condition remains relevant,
making it a thought-provoking read even decades after its publication.

The Legacy of The Gold Coast

"The Gold Coast" has left a lasting legacy in the literary world and
continues to influence aspiring writers and established authors alike. The
book's blend of suspense, character-driven storytelling, and social
commentary has been emulated in various forms.

- Cultural Relevance: The themes explored in the novel speak to ongoing
societal issues, such as corruption, the allure of wealth, and the
complexities of human relationships.

- Adaptations and Influence: While there has been no direct film adaptation
of "The Gold Coast," its narrative style and themes have inspired filmmakers



and writers in the crime genre.

- Discussion in Literary Circles: "The Gold Coast" is often included in
discussions about modern American literature, particularly in the context of
crime fiction that delves into the psychological and moral complexities of
its characters.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Nelson DeMille's "The Gold Coast" is more than just a crime
novel; it is a profound exploration of wealth, power, and morality. Through
the lens of John Sutter's life, readers are invited to reflect on their own
values and the choices they make in pursuit of success. The book's engaging
plot, well-crafted characters, and rich themes ensure that it remains a
significant work in contemporary literature, inviting new generations of
readers to experience its compelling narrative. Whether you are an avid fan
of crime fiction or simply looking for a thought-provoking read, "The Gold
Coast" is a novel that should not be missed.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Gold Coast' by Nelson
DeMille?

The main theme of 'The Gold Coast' revolves around the clash between wealth
and morality, as well as the complexities of relationships in a high-society
setting.

Who are the main characters in 'The Gold Coast'?

The main characters include John Sutter, a wealthy real estate lawyer, and
his neighbor Frank Bellarosa, a powerful mobster who disrupts Sutter's life
and values.

What setting is 'The Gold Coast' based in?

'The Gold Coast' is set in the affluent North Shore of Long Island, New York,
showcasing its luxurious lifestyle and the challenges that come with it.

How does Nelson DeMille incorporate humor in 'The
Gold Coast'?

Nelson DeMille uses humor through witty dialogue, satirical observations
about wealth and society, and the ironic situations that arise from the
characters' interactions.



What genre does 'The Gold Coast' belong to?

‘The Gold Coast' is primarily a thriller, but it also incorporates elements
of drama and dark comedy.

How does the character of Frank Bellarosa impact
John Sutter's life?

Frank Bellarosa's presence forces John Sutter to confront his own values,
leading to significant personal and moral dilemmas that challenge his
previously comfortable lifestyle.

What role does the setting play in the conflict of
'The Gold Coast'?

The setting of the opulent Gold Coast highlights the stark contrast between
the glamorous facade of wealth and the underlying criminal activities,
creating tension in the narrative.

Is 'The Gold Coast' part of a series or a standalone
novel?

'The Gold Coast' is a standalone novel, although it shares thematic elements
with other works by Nelson DeMille.
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