
nclex shut off at 85 questions ngn
NCLEX shut off at 85 questions NGN is a term that resonates with many nursing candidates who
are preparing to take the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX). The NCLEX is a crucial step
in becoming a licensed nurse in the United States. For many test-takers, the experience can be both
nerve-wracking and exhilarating, especially when the exam shuts off after 85 questions. This article
will delve into what it means when the NCLEX shuts off at 85 questions, the significance of the Next
Generation NCLEX (NGN), and tips for preparing for this pivotal exam.

Understanding the NCLEX and Its Structure

The NCLEX is designed to assess the knowledge, skills, and abilities essential for safe and effective
nursing practice. It employs a Computerized Adaptive Testing (CAT) format, which adjusts the
difficulty of questions based on the test-taker's performance.

NCLEX Question Format

The NCLEX consists of various question types, including:

- Multiple-choice questions
- Fill-in-the-blank questions
- Drag-and-drop questions
- Hot spot questions
- Multimedia questions (e.g., audio, video)

As of April 2023, the Next Generation NCLEX (NGN) has been introduced, which includes new question
types designed to better assess critical thinking and decision-making skills in nursing.

What Does It Mean When the NCLEX Shuts Off at 85
Questions?

When the NCLEX exam shuts off at 85 questions, it indicates that the computer has determined the
test-taker's competency level based on the answers provided. Here’s a breakdown of what this could
imply:

Passing the NCLEX

- Competence Achieved: If the exam shuts off at 85 questions, it may mean that the candidate has
demonstrated sufficient knowledge to pass. The computer assesses the candidate's responses and
determines that they have reached a passing standard.
- Confidence Level: The CAT system is designed to evaluate how well a candidate answers questions.



If the computer is confident about the candidate's ability, it may shut off early.

Failing the NCLEX

- Insufficient Competence: Conversely, if the candidate has not demonstrated the necessary
knowledge, the exam may also shut off at 85 questions. This means the computer has determined
that the candidate is not likely to pass based on their performance.

What Happens Next?

- Results Notification: After completing the exam, candidates will receive their results within a few
days to a few weeks, depending on the state board of nursing.
- Understanding Performance: It is essential to understand that shutting off at 85 questions does not
guarantee passing or failing; it is simply an indication of the assessment process.

The Next Generation NCLEX (NGN)

The NGN aims to better reflect the complexities of modern nursing practice. This new format
introduces several innovative features designed to enhance the assessment of a candidate's critical
thinking and clinical judgment.

Key Features of the NGN

- New Question Types: The NGN includes new question types such as case studies and scenarios that
require candidates to apply their knowledge to real-life situations.
- Focus on Clinical Judgment: Questions are designed to assess a candidate's ability to think critically
and make sound clinical decisions.
- Increased Emphasis on Safety: The NGN places a higher emphasis on patient safety and the
application of nursing principles.

Preparing for the NCLEX with NGN

To increase your chances of passing the NCLEX, particularly with the new NGN format, it is crucial to
prepare adequately. Here are some tips to help you prepare effectively:

Study Strategies

1. Understand the Test Format: Familiarize yourself with the new question types in the NGN. Practice
with sample questions that reflect the new format.



2. Utilize NCLEX Review Books: Invest in NCLEX review books that cover both the traditional question
formats and the NGN-specific formats.

3. Practice Tests: Take practice exams under timed conditions to simulate the actual testing
environment. This helps reduce anxiety and improve time management.

4. Focus on Critical Thinking: Incorporate case studies and clinical scenarios into your study routine.
This will help you practice applying your knowledge in real-world situations.

5. Join Study Groups: Collaborate with peers who are also preparing for the NCLEX. Discussing topics
and quizzing each other can reinforce your understanding.

Test Day Tips

- Stay Calm and Focused: On the day of the exam, keep a positive mindset. Practice deep breathing
techniques to manage anxiety.
- Time Management: Be aware of the time but do not rush. Read each question carefully and consider
all options before selecting your answer.
- Use the Process of Elimination: If you are unsure of the answer, eliminate the options you know to be
incorrect, which increases your chances of selecting the right answer.

Conclusion

In summary, NCLEX shut off at 85 questions NGN can be a pivotal moment for nursing
candidates, representing either a passing or failing outcome based on the adaptive testing system.
With the introduction of the NGN, it is essential to adapt your study strategies to the new question
formats and focus on developing critical thinking skills. By understanding the implications of the shut-
off point and preparing effectively, you can approach the NCLEX with confidence and increase your
chances of success in becoming a licensed nurse.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean if my NCLEX shuts off at 85 questions?
If your NCLEX exam shuts off at 85 questions, it means that the computer has determined your
competency level based on your responses. This could indicate that you either passed or did not pass
the exam.

Is it common for the NCLEX to shut off at 85 questions?
Yes, shutting off at 85 questions is common for many test takers. The NCLEX uses a computerized
adaptive testing format, which can lead to the exam ending early if your performance is clearly above
or below the passing standard.



What is the minimum number of questions I can answer on
the NCLEX?
The NCLEX can shut off after a minimum of 75 questions. However, if it shuts off at 85 questions, it
indicates that the system has enough data to evaluate your performance.

Can I still pass the NCLEX if it shuts off at 85 questions?
Yes, you can still pass the NCLEX if it shuts off at 85 questions. The exam is designed to assess your
competency level, and the shut-off point does not inherently indicate a failure.

What factors influence when the NCLEX shuts off?
The NCLEX shuts off based on your performance on the questions. Factors include the difficulty level
of the questions answered correctly or incorrectly, as well as your overall scoring compared to the
passing standard.

What should I do if I'm worried about the NCLEX shutting off
at 85 questions?
Focus on your preparation and review materials thoroughly. Understand that the exam's design is to
accurately assess your knowledge, and the shut-off point is part of that process.

How can I interpret the results if the NCLEX shuts off at 85
questions?
If the NCLEX shuts off at 85 questions, the results can be interpreted as the exam being able to
assess your knowledge adequately. You will need to wait for your official results to know if you passed
or failed.

What are other potential shut-off points for the NCLEX?
The NCLEX can shut off at various points, including 75, 85, 90, or up to 145 questions. The specific
shut-off point reflects the testing algorithm's assessment of your competency.
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