
nc general contractor exam

nc general contractor exam is a critical step for individuals seeking to become licensed general contractors in
North Carolina. This exam assesses the knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to perform general
contracting work in compliance with state standards. Passing the exam is mandatory for obtaining a general
contractor’s license issued by the North Carolina Licensing Board for General Contractors (NCLBGC). This
article provides a comprehensive overview of the NC general contractor exam, including eligibility requirements,
exam content, preparation tips, and application procedures. Understanding the exam structure and requirements
can help candidates approach the test with confidence and improve their chances of success. Additionally, the
article outlines the licensing process and ongoing obligations for licensed contractors in North Carolina. The
following sections will guide prospective contractors through everything they need to know about the NC
general contractor exam.

Eligibility Requirements for the NC General Contractor Exam

Exam Content and Structure

Application Process and Fees

Preparation Strategies and Study Resources

Licensing and Post-Exam Requirements

Eligibility Requirements for the NC General Contractor Exam

Before registering for the NC general contractor exam, candidates must meet specific eligibility criteria set by
the North Carolina Licensing Board for General Contractors. These requirements ensure that applicants
possess the necessary experience and qualifications to undertake general contracting responsibilities.

Experience Requirements

Applicants must demonstrate relevant construction experience to qualify for the exam. Typically, this
includes several years of work in the construction industry, focusing on managing building projects, supervising
employees, and understanding construction processes. The NCLBGC generally requires at least four years of
verifiable experience, which can include time spent as a foreman, superintendent, or contractor.

Educational Background

While a formal degree is not mandatory, having a background in construction management, engineering,
architecture, or related fields can strengthen an applicant’s qualifications. Education combined with experience
may sometimes substitute for part of the experience requirement, depending on the board’s evaluation.

Financial Responsibility and Character

Applicants must provide evidence of financial responsibility, such as credit history and bonding capacity, to
prove they can manage contracts and projects responsibly. Additionally, character references and background
checks are part of the screening process to ensure ethical business conduct.



Exam Content and Structure

The NC general contractor exam is designed to evaluate practical knowledge and skills required for general
contracting work. Understanding the exam’s content and format helps candidates focus their study efforts
effectively.

Exam Sections

The exam typically consists of multiple sections covering various aspects of construction and business
management. Key sections include:

Business and Law: Topics such as contracts, licensing laws, lien laws, insurance, and safety
regulations.

Project Management: Scheduling, cost estimation, labor management, and subcontractor coordination.

Construction Practices: Building codes, materials, methods, and quality control.

Safety Standards: OSHA regulations and job site safety procedures.

Exam Format and Duration

The exam is typically administered as a multiple-choice test, although some parts may include practical or
scenario-based questions. Candidates are allotted several hours to complete the exam, usually around four
hours. The exam is proctored and may be offered at designated testing centers or via approved online platforms.

Application Process and Fees

Registering for the NC general contractor exam involves a formal application process through the North
Carolina Licensing Board for General Contractors. Understanding the steps and associated costs is essential
for timely and successful registration.

Submitting the Application

Applicants must complete an application form detailing their experience, education, and personal information.
This form is submitted along with supporting documents such as proof of experience, references, financial
statements, and identification. The board reviews the application to verify eligibility before granting permission
to sit for the exam.

Fees and Payment

The exam fee varies but generally ranges between $150 and $300. Additional fees may apply for application
processing, license issuance, and renewals. Payment methods accepted include checks, money orders, and
electronic payments, depending on the board’s system.



Scheduling the Exam

Once the application is approved, candidates receive instructions on how to schedule their exam date. It is
advisable to choose a testing date that allows adequate preparation time. Rescheduling policies vary and may
involve additional fees.

Preparation Strategies and Study Resources

Thorough preparation is crucial for passing the NC general contractor exam. Candidates should adopt
effective study strategies and utilize reliable resources tailored to the exam content.

Study Materials

Recommended resources include:

NC General Contractor Exam Prep Books

Building Codes and Regulations Manuals

Construction Management Textbooks

Business and Contract Law Guides

Online Practice Exams and Sample Questions

Study Techniques

Successful candidates often:

Create a structured study schedule covering all exam topics

Focus on weak areas through targeted review sessions

Participate in study groups or preparatory courses

Practice time management during mock exams

Stay updated on North Carolina-specific laws and regulations

Licensing and Post-Exam Requirements

Passing the NC general contractor exam is a significant milestone, but additional steps are required to obtain
and maintain a general contractor license in North Carolina.

Obtaining the License

After passing the exam, applicants must submit a license application to the NCLBGC, including proof of passing



scores and any remaining documentation. Upon approval, the board issues a license, allowing the contractor
to legally operate in the state.

Continuing Education and Renewal

Licensed general contractors in North Carolina must comply with continuing education requirements to renew
their licenses periodically. These educational programs ensure contractors remain informed about changes in
building codes, safety standards, and industry best practices.

Maintaining Compliance

Contractors must adhere to all state laws, regulations, and ethical standards throughout their careers.
Failure to comply can result in disciplinary actions, including fines, license suspension, or revocation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the NC General Contractor Exam?

The NC General Contractor Exam is a licensing examination required by the North Carolina Licensing Board for
General Contractors to ensure candidates have the necessary knowledge and skills to operate as licensed
general contractors in the state.

What are the eligibility requirements to take the NC General Contractor
Exam?

Eligibility requirements typically include a combination of education and experience in construction, such as a
minimum number of years working in the industry and proof of financial stability. Specific requirements can be
found on the North Carolina Licensing Board for General Contractors website.

What topics are covered on the NC General Contractor Exam?

The exam covers topics including construction methods and materials, project management, safety regulations,
business and law, contract administration, and North Carolina building codes and regulations.

How can I prepare for the NC General Contractor Exam?

Preparation can include studying the NC General Contractor Candidate Information Bulletin, taking exam prep
courses, reviewing relevant construction codes and regulations, and using practice exams to familiarize
yourself with the test format.

How many questions are on the NC General Contractor Exam and what is
the passing score?

The exam typically consists of multiple-choice questions, with the exact number varying. A passing score is
generally around 70%, but candidates should verify the current passing criteria with the licensing board.

Where is the NC General Contractor Exam administered?

The exam is administered at approved testing centers throughout North Carolina. Candidates can select a
convenient location when scheduling their exam appointment.



How much does it cost to take the NC General Contractor Exam?

The exam fee varies but generally ranges between $150 to $300. Additional fees may apply for application
processing and license issuance.

Can I retake the NC General Contractor Exam if I fail?

Yes, candidates who fail the exam may retake it. However, there may be a waiting period and additional fees for
each retake. It is advisable to review the exam policies on retakes before scheduling.

What documents are required to apply for the NC General Contractor
Exam?

Applicants typically need to submit proof of experience, financial statements, identification, and a completed
application form. Detailed document requirements are provided by the North Carolina Licensing Board.

Are there continuing education requirements after passing the NC General
Contractor Exam?

Yes, licensed general contractors in North Carolina are usually required to complete continuing education
courses periodically to maintain their license and stay updated on industry standards and regulations.

Additional Resources
1. North Carolina General Contractor Licensing Exam Guide
This comprehensive guide is tailored specifically for aspiring general contractors in North Carolina. It covers
all the essential topics, including state laws, construction practices, safety regulations, and business
management. The book also includes practice questions and detailed explanations to help candidates prepare
effectively for the licensing exam.

2. Mastering the NC General Contractor Exam: Study and Practice
Designed to provide in-depth knowledge and test-taking strategies, this book offers a thorough review of the
NC general contractor exam content. It includes sample tests, practical examples, and key concepts in
construction codes, contracts, and project management. The guide aims to build confidence and improve exam
performance through targeted study techniques.

3. North Carolina Contractor Exam Prep: A Step-by-Step Approach
This step-by-step study guide breaks down the exam material into manageable sections with clear explanations.
It focuses on North Carolina-specific regulations and construction standards, along with general
contractor responsibilities. The book is an excellent resource for those who prefer structured guidance
combined with practice questions.

4. Building Success: NC General Contractor Exam Review
This review book emphasizes core construction principles and North Carolina licensing requirements. It includes
updated code references and covers topics such as estimating, safety, and business law relevant to the exam.
The concise format makes it ideal for last-minute review and quick concept reinforcement.

5. North Carolina General Contractor Practice Tests
Focusing primarily on practice exams, this book provides multiple full-length tests that simulate the real
North Carolina general contractor exam. Each test is followed by detailed answer explanations to help
candidates understand their mistakes. It serves as an excellent tool to assess readiness and identify areas
needing improvement.

6. The Complete Guide to Passing the NC General Contractor Exam
This all-in-one resource combines exam content review, practical tips, and test-taking strategies designed for



the NC general contractor exam. It covers construction methods, legal requirements, safety codes, and
business management. The guide also includes worksheets and checklists to aid in organized study planning.

7. Construction Law and Business for NC Contractors
Focusing on the legal and business aspects critical to the NC contractor exam, this book details contract
law, licensing regulations, insurance, and lien laws. It explains how these topics apply specifically to North
Carolina’s construction industry. This resource is valuable for candidates looking to strengthen their
understanding of contractor responsibilities beyond technical knowledge.

8. North Carolina Construction Codes and Regulations Handbook
This handbook is dedicated to the building codes and regulatory standards enforced in North Carolina. It
provides an in-depth look at the NC Building Code, electrical codes, plumbing standards, and safety
regulations. Ideal for exam takers needing a focused review of compliance requirements, this book ensures
familiarity with the latest codes.

9. Effective Project Management for NC General Contractors
Covering essential project management principles, this book helps candidates understand scheduling, budgeting,
resource allocation, and quality control within the context of North Carolina construction projects. It
aligns project management practices with state regulations and exam expectations. The book is a practical
guide for managing construction projects successfully while preparing for the licensing exam.
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