
navy house hunting leave instruction
navy house hunting leave instruction is a critical aspect for Navy personnel
planning to relocate due to permanent change of station (PCS) orders.
Understanding the specific guidelines and procedures related to house hunting
leave can ease the transition process and ensure compliance with Navy
regulations. This article will provide a comprehensive overview of what navy
house hunting leave instruction entails, including eligibility, application
processes, and best practices. It will also address common questions and
concerns to help service members make informed decisions when planning their
move. By following the appropriate instructions, Navy personnel can maximize
their benefits and minimize the stress associated with relocating. The
content aims to clarify the policies and offer practical advice relevant to
all ranks and assignments. Below is a detailed table of contents to guide the
reader through the article.
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Understanding Navy House Hunting Leave
House hunting leave is a specific type of leave authorized by the Navy to
assist service members in finding suitable housing at their new duty station
after receiving PCS orders. This leave is generally non-chargeable, meaning
it does not deduct from the member’s regular leave balance. The purpose of
house hunting leave is to provide adequate time for relocating personnel to
secure housing arrangements without undue hardship or rush. It is an
essential benefit designed to facilitate a smooth transition to a new
location, ensuring that families and individuals can settle comfortably and
efficiently. Understanding the Navy house hunting leave instruction involves
recognizing the policies outlined in Navy regulations and directives, which
govern how and when this leave may be taken.



Eligibility Criteria for House Hunting Leave
Not all Navy personnel are automatically eligible for house hunting leave.
Eligibility depends on several factors, including the nature of the
assignment, the distance of the move, and the service member’s current duty
status. Generally, active-duty members PCS-ing to a new permanent duty
station qualify for this leave type. Dependents accompanying the service
member may also benefit indirectly from the leave, as the member uses the
time to secure family housing. Additionally, certain types of orders, such as
temporary duty or short-term assignments, typically do not qualify for house
hunting leave. Command approval and verification of PCS orders are crucial to
confirm eligibility before leave is granted.

Key Eligibility Requirements

Permanent change of station (PCS) orders to a new duty station

Relocation distance typically exceeding a specified mileage threshold
(varies by command)

Approval from the commanding officer or appropriate authority

Documentation supporting the need for housing search

Compliance with time limits and scheduling guidelines

Application Process and Required Documentation
Applying for navy house hunting leave requires adherence to a formal process.
Service members must submit a leave request through their chain of command,
clearly stating the purpose of the leave as house hunting. Supporting
documentation, such as PCS orders and any relevant housing search plans or
correspondence, may be required. The application process often involves
coordination with the personnel office and the housing office at the gaining
duty station. Timeliness is critical, as leave approval needs to align with
PCS reporting dates and housing availability. Proper documentation ensures
transparency and facilitates command approval.

Steps to Apply for House Hunting Leave

Obtain official PCS orders indicating the new duty station1.

Consult with the command’s personnel or admin office regarding leave2.
policies



Complete a leave request form specifying house hunting as the reason3.

Attach copies of PCS orders and any related housing search documentation4.

Submit the request through the chain of command for approval5.

Coordinate with the housing office at the new duty station as needed6.

Receive leave approval and confirm leave dates align with PCS schedule7.

Duration and Timing of House Hunting Leave
The duration of navy house hunting leave varies depending on the service
member’s rank, family status, and the distance of the PCS move. Typically,
the leave ranges from three to ten days. For enlisted personnel, the standard
allotment is usually shorter, while officers and those with dependents may
receive extended periods. Timing is critical; the leave is generally taken
shortly before the reporting date at the new duty station, allowing
sufficient time to locate suitable housing. Commanders have discretion to
grant extensions or modify the duration based on individual circumstances,
but all leave must be scheduled to avoid operational conflicts.

Typical Leave Duration Guidelines

Enlisted members: up to 5 days

Officers: up to 10 days

Members with dependents: potentially longer, based on family needs

Leave must be completed before reporting to the new duty station

Extensions require command approval and valid justification

Guidelines and Restrictions During House
Hunting Leave
Navy house hunting leave is bound by specific guidelines to ensure proper use
and accountability. The leave is intended solely for the purpose of locating
and securing housing. Service members are expected to utilize the time
efficiently and avoid activities unrelated to the move. Restrictions may
include limitations on travel distance during leave, requirements to maintain



communication with command, and adherence to leave start and end dates.
Unauthorized use or misuse of house hunting leave can result in disciplinary
action or loss of leave privileges. Commands often provide detailed
instructions on permissible activities and reporting requirements during the
leave period.

Common Restrictions

Leave is non-chargeable but must be properly documented

Use exclusively for house hunting and related relocation tasks

Maintain availability for contact by command if required

Adhere to approved leave dates without unauthorized extensions

Report promptly to the new duty station after leave completion

Common Challenges and How to Address Them
Relocating with house hunting leave can present several challenges, including
limited time to find suitable housing, navigating unfamiliar real estate
markets, and coordinating with family members. Additionally, delays in leave
approval or conflicting operational demands may complicate scheduling. To
address these issues, service members should begin preliminary housing
research as soon as PCS orders are received and communicate proactively with
their housing office and command. Flexibility and planning are key to
overcoming obstacles. Utilizing available Navy resources and support services
can also mitigate common difficulties associated with house hunting leave.

Strategies to Overcome Challenges

Initiate early communication with housing offices and real estate agents

Leverage online housing databases and community forums

Plan leave dates well in advance to secure command approval

Maintain clear documentation of all housing search activities

Coordinate with family to streamline decision-making



Best Practices for Utilizing House Hunting
Leave Effectively
To maximize the benefits of navy house hunting leave instruction, service
members should adopt best practices that enhance efficiency and compliance.
This includes thorough planning, clear communication with all stakeholders,
and effective time management. Prioritizing housing options based on
proximity, cost, and amenities can reduce the need for extended searches.
Keeping detailed records of visits and contacts helps in making informed
decisions. Additionally, members should remain informed about Navy housing
policies and seek guidance when uncertainties arise. Following these best
practices ensures a smoother transition and better overall relocation
experience.

Recommended Best Practices

Review PCS orders and Navy housing policies promptly1.

Create a detailed housing search itinerary before leave begins2.

Communicate regularly with command and housing offices3.

Use leave days exclusively for housing search activities4.

Document all housing visits and offers for future reference5.

Prepare contingency plans for housing if initial options fall through6.

Report to the new duty station on time with verified housing7.
arrangements

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Navy house hunting leave?
Navy house hunting leave is authorized time off granted to service members to
search for suitable housing arrangements prior to a permanent change of
station (PCS).

Who is eligible for Navy house hunting leave?
Active duty Navy personnel who are relocating due to PCS orders are typically
eligible for house hunting leave, subject to their command's approval and
specific Navy regulations.



How many days are granted for Navy house hunting
leave?
The standard allowance for Navy house hunting leave is usually up to 10 days,
but the exact duration can vary based on individual circumstances and command
discretion.

When should a Navy service member request house
hunting leave?
Service members should request house hunting leave after receiving official
PCS orders and coordinate with their command to schedule leave during the
appropriate timeframe before reporting to their new duty station.

What documentation is required to apply for Navy
house hunting leave?
Typically, service members need to provide a copy of their PCS orders and a
leave request form. Additional documentation may be required by the command
or personnel office.

Can Navy house hunting leave be combined with other
types of leave?
Yes, house hunting leave can often be combined with regular leave or
permissive temporary duty (PTDY), but approval must be obtained from the
commanding officer to ensure compliance with Navy policies.

Are there any restrictions on travel during Navy
house hunting leave?
While on house hunting leave, service members are expected to focus on
securing housing and may have travel restrictions depending on the command's
policies and the nature of the leave granted.

Additional Resources
1. Navy House Hunting 101: A Sailor’s Guide to Finding the Perfect Home
This comprehensive guide offers step-by-step instructions tailored for navy
personnel on house hunting during leave. It covers essential topics such as
budgeting, neighborhood selection, and understanding military relocation
benefits. The book also provides tips on working with real estate agents
experienced with military moves.

2. Anchored at Home: Navigating Navy Leave and Housing Options
Anchored at Home explores the unique challenges navy members face when



searching for housing during leave periods. It includes practical advice on
temporary housing, short-term rentals, and long-term purchases. Readers will
find checklists and personal anecdotes from fellow service members.

3. Homeport Bound: Smart Strategies for Navy Families on the Move
This title focuses on the family aspect of house hunting during navy leave.
It addresses how to find family-friendly neighborhoods, schools, and
community resources. The book also discusses balancing career demands with
family needs during the relocation process.

4. Mission: Home – A Navy Officer’s Manual to Leave and Housing
Mission: Home is designed specifically for navy officers who must manage
leave housing logistics efficiently. It details how to plan leave around
housing market cycles and offers negotiation techniques for buying or
renting. The manual also covers legal considerations unique to military
housing contracts.

5. Sailor’s Sanctuary: Finding Stability Through Navy Leave Housing
Sailor’s Sanctuary highlights the importance of creating a stable home
environment despite frequent relocations. The book provides strategies for
making temporary housing comfortable and tips for transitioning to permanent
residences. It also includes guidance on using military housing allowances
effectively.

6. Harboring Hope: A Guide to Navy Housing Leave and Relocation
This guide emphasizes the emotional and logistical aspects of relocating
during navy leave. It offers advice on managing stress, involving family in
decision-making, and leveraging military support services. Readers will find
checklists and resources to simplify the housing search process.

7. Charting Your Course: Navy House Hunting and Leave Planning
Charting Your Course combines practical housing search advice with leave
planning strategies. It helps navy personnel coordinate their leave schedules
with housing market opportunities to maximize benefits. The book also
includes budgeting tools and relocation timelines.

8. The Bluejackets’ Homefront: A Navy Guide to Leave and Housing
This book serves as a practical manual for enlisted sailors seeking guidance
on housing during leave. It covers renting versus buying, tips on inspecting
properties, and understanding military housing benefits. The Bluejackets’
Homefront also discusses community integration and local resources.

9. Sea to Shore: A Navy Family’s Guide to House Hunting on Leave
Sea to Shore provides a family-centered approach to house hunting during navy
leave, focusing on the transition from shipboard life to shore living. It
includes advice on selecting suitable locations, managing finances, and
adjusting to new environments. The book also features interviews with navy
families sharing their experiences.
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