
national society sons and daughters of
the pilgrims
National Society Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims is a historical organization
dedicated to preserving the legacy and contributions of the Pilgrims who settled in America.
Established to honor the descendants of those early settlers, this society fosters an
appreciation for American history and lineage while promoting civic responsibility and
patriotism. In this article, we will delve into the history, objectives, and activities of the
National Society Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims, as well as how individuals can engage
with this meaningful organization.

History of the National Society Sons and
Daughters of the Pilgrims

The National Society Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims was founded in 1909 in the United
States, originally aimed at the descendants of the Pilgrims who arrived on the Mayflower in
1620. The society was established to:

Preserve the history of the Pilgrims.

Promote a sense of unity among descendants.

Encourage civic engagement and patriotism.

The organization’s roots can be traced back to a growing interest in genealogy and heritage
during the early 20th century. This period saw a surge in organizations dedicated to
honoring historical figures and events, reflecting the nation's desire to connect with its past.

Objectives of the Society

The National Society Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims has several key objectives that
guide its mission:

1. Historical Preservation

The society is committed to preserving records, artifacts, and documents related to the
Pilgrims and their descendants. This includes maintaining historical sites and ensuring that
the stories of these early settlers are not forgotten.



2. Genealogical Research

One of the primary functions of the society is to assist members in tracing their lineage
back to Pilgrim ancestors. This genealogical research is critical for new members seeking to
establish their connection to the Pilgrims.

3. Education

The society emphasizes the importance of education regarding the Pilgrims' contributions
to American society. Through lectures, publications, and educational programs, the society
aims to inform both its members and the general public about the significance of Pilgrim
history.

4. Community Engagement

Encouraging civic responsibility is another key objective. The society fosters community
service and involvement in local and national initiatives, promoting a spirit of volunteerism
among its members.

Membership in the National Society Sons and
Daughters of the Pilgrims

Becoming a member of the National Society Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims requires
meeting certain criteria. Here’s how one can join:

Eligibility

To become a member, individuals must prove their direct descent from a Pilgrim who
arrived in America on the Mayflower or any subsequent voyage. Documentation may
include birth, marriage, and death certificates, as well as historical records that link
members to their Pilgrim ancestors.

Application Process

The application process typically involves the following steps:

Gather necessary documentation to prove lineage.1.

Complete the membership application form.2.



Submit the application along with supporting documents to the society’s membership3.
committee.

Await approval, which may involve a review by the committee.4.

Once accepted, new members can participate in society activities and benefit from the
resources available to them.

Activities and Programs

The National Society Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims hosts various activities and
programs designed to engage members and educate the public about Pilgrim history.

Annual Meetings and Events

The society organizes annual meetings where members gather to discuss society matters,
participate in workshops, and engage with guest speakers who specialize in American
history. These meetings provide a platform for networking and collaboration among
members.

Educational Outreach

The society also conducts educational outreach programs aimed at schools and local
communities. This includes:

Presentations on Pilgrim history and their impact on American culture.

Workshops for educators on how to incorporate Pilgrim history into their curriculum.

Publications such as newsletters and historical journals.

Community Service Initiatives

Members are encouraged to participate in community service activities, which may include:

Volunteering for local charities.

Organizing historical reenactments or educational events.



Participating in national holidays and events that celebrate American history.

The Importance of the Society Today

In today’s fast-paced world, the National Society Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims plays a
crucial role in reminding us of the foundational values upon which the United States was
built. By fostering a sense of pride in heritage and promoting historical knowledge, the
society helps to cultivate a deeper understanding of American identity.

Encouraging Heritage Appreciation

As modern society becomes increasingly globalized, understanding one’s roots becomes
essential for personal identity. This organization provides a space for individuals to explore
their ancestry and celebrate their heritage, reinforcing the importance of family history in
shaping who we are today.

Promoting Civic Engagement

By emphasizing civic responsibility, the National Society Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims
encourages members to take active roles in their communities. This focus on service and
engagement helps to foster a sense of duty and belonging, reminding members that they
are part of a larger narrative in American history.

Conclusion

The National Society Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims serves as a vital organization
dedicated to honoring the legacy of the Pilgrims and their descendants. Through its
commitment to historical preservation, genealogical research, education, and community
engagement, the society not only enriches the lives of its members but also contributes to
a broader understanding of American heritage. For those interested in connecting with their
past and making a positive impact in their communities, joining this esteemed organization
is a meaningful step towards preserving the rich tapestry of American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the National Society of Sons and Daughters of



the Pilgrims?
The National Society of Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims is a lineage society that honors
descendants of the Mayflower Pilgrims who settled in America in 1620.

How can one become a member of the National Society
of Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims?
To become a member, an applicant must provide proof of descent from a Mayflower Pilgrim
and submit an application along with any required documentation.

What are the primary goals of the National Society of
Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims?
The primary goals include promoting the history and legacy of the Pilgrims, fostering
patriotism, and engaging in charitable activities.

When was the National Society of Sons and Daughters
of the Pilgrims founded?
The society was founded in 1908, making it one of the oldest lineage societies in the United
States.

What types of activities does the National Society of
Sons and Daughters of the Pilgrims organize?
The society organizes educational programs, commemorative events, and social gatherings
to celebrate Pilgrim heritage and history.

Are there local chapters of the National Society of Sons
and Daughters of the Pilgrims?
Yes, there are local chapters across the United States that facilitate community
involvement and activities for members.

What is the significance of the Mayflower in American
history?
The Mayflower is significant as it carried the Pilgrims to America, representing the quest for
religious freedom and the founding of one of the first permanent settlements in New
England.

Can anyone join the National Society of Sons and
Daughters of the Pilgrims, regardless of their



background?
Membership is restricted to those who can prove direct descent from a Mayflower Pilgrim,
so not everyone can join.

What resources does the National Society of Sons and
Daughters of the Pilgrims provide for genealogical
research?
The society offers resources and guidance for members conducting genealogical research,
including access to historical documents and lineage tracing assistance.

How does the National Society of Sons and Daughters
of the Pilgrims contribute to education about Pilgrim
history?
The society contributes through scholarships, educational programs, and partnerships with
schools and historical organizations to promote awareness of Pilgrim history.
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