
nastran quick reference guide

nastran quick reference guide serves as an essential resource for engineers, analysts, and designers utilizing
the powerful finite element analysis software NASTRAN. This comprehensive guide provides succinct yet
detailed information about the core functionalities, commands, and workflow of NASTRAN, facilitating
efficient and accurate structural simulations and analyses. Featuring explanations of key input cards,
solution sequences, and post-processing techniques, the guide is designed to enhance productivity and
reduce errors during modeling and analysis. Whether working with linear static analysis, modal analysis,
or nonlinear simulations, understanding these fundamental elements is crucial. Additionally, the guide
covers best practices for model setup, troubleshooting common issues, and optimizing computational
performance. This article will outline the primary sections of a typical nastran quick reference guide to
support both novice and experienced users in maximizing the software’s capabilities.

Overview of NASTRAN Software

Key Input Cards and Commands

Solution Sequences and Analysis Types

Model Setup and Preprocessing

Post-Processing and Results Interpretation

Best Practices and Troubleshooting

Overview of NASTRAN Software
NASTRAN is a robust finite element analysis (FEA) program widely used in aerospace, automotive, and
civil engineering industries for structural analysis. Originally developed by NASA, NASTRAN stands for
NASA Structural Analysis and is recognized for its accuracy and versatility. The software allows engineers
to simulate stresses, vibrations, thermal effects, and other physical phenomena on complex geometries.
Understanding the software’s architecture, input structure, and output format is foundational for effective
use. This section provides a high-level understanding of NASTRAN’s purpose, history, and core
components.



History and Development
NASTRAN was initially created in the late 1960s to meet the growing need for computational structural
analysis in aerospace projects. Over the decades, it has evolved with numerous commercial versions and
enhancements, maintaining its status as an industry standard for FEA. Key developments include
integration with CAD software, support for nonlinear analyses, and expanded solver capabilities.

Core Features
NASTRAN supports a wide range of analysis types, including linear static, dynamic, thermal, buckling,
and nonlinear analyses. The software processes input files containing finite element models and control
commands to generate detailed output files with results. Its modular design enables customization and
extension through user subroutines and integration with other CAE tools.

Key Input Cards and Commands
The foundation of working with NASTRAN lies in correctly preparing the input file, which consists of
various cards that define the model geometry, properties, boundary conditions, and analysis parameters.
This section details the most commonly used input cards, offering a quick reference for model definition
and control.

Basic Input Cards
Several cards are essential for every NASTRAN model:

GRID: Defines nodal points in the mesh with coordinates.

CBUSH, CBEAM, CQUAD4, CHEXA: Define element types such as beams, shells, and solids.

MAT1: Specifies material properties such as Young’s modulus and Poisson’s ratio.

PROD: Defines properties for beam elements.

PSHELL: Defines shell element properties including thickness.

SPC: Specifies single point constraints or boundary conditions.

LOAD: Defines applied forces or pressures.



Control and Solution Cards
Control cards manage how NASTRAN executes the analysis:

SOL: Specifies the type of solution or analysis to perform.

SUBCASE: Defines different load cases or analysis scenarios.

PARAM: Sets global parameters affecting model behavior or output.

Solution Sequences and Analysis Types
NASTRAN supports multiple analysis types tailored to different engineering challenges. Selecting the
appropriate solution sequence and configuring it correctly is critical for obtaining valid results. This section
explores the common analysis types and their typical applications.

Linear Static Analysis (SOL 101)
The most fundamental analysis type, linear static, calculates displacements, stresses, and strains under static
loads assuming linear material behavior. It is typically used for structural integrity assessments under
normal operating conditions.

Modal Analysis (SOL 103)
Modal analysis determines natural frequencies and mode shapes of a structure. This is essential for
understanding vibration characteristics and avoiding resonance.

Nonlinear Analysis (SOL 106, SOL 129)
Nonlinear analyses handle material plasticity, large deformations, and contact problems. These solution
sequences require more detailed input and computational resources but are necessary for realistic
simulation of complex behavior.

Model Setup and Preprocessing
Proper model setup is essential to ensure accurate and efficient NASTRAN simulations. Preprocessing



involves defining geometry, mesh generation, applying boundary conditions, and validating the model.
This section outlines best practices for preparing input files.

Geometry Definition and Meshing
Accurate geometry is the foundation of any finite element model. NASTRAN accepts nodal and element
definitions in input files. Mesh density and element type selection should balance accuracy with
computational cost. Using structured meshes and refining areas of stress concentration improves results.

Applying Boundary Conditions
Boundary conditions constrain the model and simulate real-world supports and loads. Assigning correct SPC
cards for fixed or guided supports and LOAD cards for forces or pressures ensures the model behaves
realistically during analysis.

Validation and Error Checking
Before running analyses, it is crucial to check the input file for syntactical errors and verify that the model
setup reflects the intended physical scenario. NASTRAN provides error reports and warnings that help
identify common issues such as missing constraints or invalid element definitions.

Post-Processing and Results Interpretation
After analysis completion, interpreting output data is vital for making informed engineering decisions.
NASTRAN generates output files containing displacements, stresses, strains, and other results. This section
addresses methods for extracting and understanding this data.

Output Files and Formats
NASTRAN produces various output files, including .f06 text reports and .op2 binary files for post-
processing software. Understanding the structure and content of these files facilitates efficient review and
verification of results.

Visualization and Data Extraction
While NASTRAN itself has limited visualization capabilities, results are often imported into dedicated post-
processing tools that display contour plots, deformation shapes, and stress distributions. Extracting numerical



results from output files allows detailed assessment and reporting.

Common Result Metrics
Key metrics typically evaluated include maximum displacement, von Mises stress, factor of safety, and
modal frequencies. Recognizing typical result patterns helps in validating model behavior and identifying
potential structural issues.

Best Practices and Troubleshooting
Adhering to best practices during model creation and analysis execution enhances reliability and efficiency.
Troubleshooting common problems encountered in NASTRAN usage reduces downtime and improves
confidence in results.

Modeling Tips

Use consistent units throughout the model to avoid scaling errors.

Start with simpler models to verify input syntax before increasing complexity.

Apply boundary conditions carefully to prevent rigid body motions or over-constraints.

Utilize symmetry and substructuring to reduce computational demands.

Common Errors and Solutions
Typical issues include convergence failures, unexpected zero displacements, and element distortions.
Solutions often involve refining mesh quality, adjusting solver settings, or correcting input syntax.
Consulting error messages in NASTRAN output files provides clues to underlying problems.

Optimization and Performance
Optimizing model size, utilizing parallel solvers, and selecting appropriate solution strategies can
significantly reduce run times. Regularly updating NASTRAN versions ensures access to performance
improvements and enhanced features.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Nastran Quick Reference Guide?
The Nastran Quick Reference Guide is a concise document that provides an overview of commonly used
commands, keywords, and procedures in the Nastran finite element analysis software, helping users
quickly access essential information.

Where can I find the official Nastran Quick Reference Guide?
The official Nastran Quick Reference Guide can typically be found on the software vendor's website, such
as MSC Software's support or documentation pages, or included within the Nastran installation package.

What are the key topics covered in the Nastran Quick Reference Guide?
Key topics usually include input file structure, basic and advanced keywords, solution sequences, common
element types, boundary conditions, load cases, and post-processing commands.

How can the Nastran Quick Reference Guide help new users?
It helps new users by providing a streamlined summary of important commands and concepts, enabling
them to learn the software faster and reduce errors in model setup and analysis.

Is the Nastran Quick Reference Guide useful for advanced users?
Yes, advanced users often use the Quick Reference Guide as a handy reminder of less frequently used
commands or syntax, improving efficiency during complex modeling tasks.

Can the Nastran Quick Reference Guide be customized for specific
projects?
While the official guide is standardized, users can create customized quick reference sheets tailored to their
specific project needs or industry requirements for quicker access to relevant commands.

Are there digital or interactive versions of the Nastran Quick Reference
Guide?
Some vendors and third-party providers offer digital, searchable, or interactive versions of the Nastran
Quick Reference Guide, which enhance usability by allowing users to quickly locate information and
navigate through topics.



Additional Resources
1. Nastran Quick Reference Guide: Essential Commands and Procedures
This book provides a concise yet comprehensive overview of key Nastran commands and workflows. It is
designed for engineers and analysts who want to quickly understand and apply Nastran's core
functionalities. The guide includes examples, tips, and best practices to enhance modeling and simulation
efficiency.

2. Mastering Nastran: A Quick Reference Companion
A practical companion for both beginners and experienced users, this book breaks down complex Nastran
features into easy-to-understand sections. It covers essential input formats, solver options, and output
interpretation, enabling faster troubleshooting and analysis. The quick reference format makes it ideal for
on-the-job consulting.

3. Nastran Quick Reference and Troubleshooting Manual
Focused on problem-solving, this manual offers quick access to common errors, warnings, and their
solutions in Nastran. It includes a detailed index of error codes and recommended corrective actions. The
book also summarizes key commands and modeling tips to help users avoid typical pitfalls.

4. Finite Element Analysis with Nastran: A Quick Reference Guide
This guide emphasizes the application of finite element analysis (FEA) principles using Nastran software. It
provides a streamlined reference to setting up models, applying loads, and interpreting results. Readers
will find workflows for structural, thermal, and dynamic analyses condensed into an accessible format.

5. Nastran Input File Quick Reference Handbook
Dedicated to the structure and syntax of Nastran input files, this handbook is essential for users who want to
efficiently create and modify their decks. It details card formats, parameters, and common input sequences.
The book serves as a handy desk reference for quick validation and editing tasks.

6. Quick Reference for Nastran Users: Tips and Tricks
This compact guide compiles practical tips and hidden features within Nastran that improve productivity.
It highlights shortcuts, command aliases, and scripting techniques to streamline the simulation process.
Users will benefit from real-world examples that demonstrate effective use of the software.

7. Nastran Quick Start and Reference Guide
Ideal for new users, this book guides readers through initial setup to advanced analysis with concise
explanations. It balances step-by-step tutorials with quick lookup tables for commands and parameters. The
guide supports rapid learning and immediate application in engineering projects.

8. Structural Analysis with Nastran: Quick Reference Essentials
Focusing on structural engineering applications, this reference presents the most critical Nastran features
for modeling and analyzing structures. It covers element types, boundary conditions, and result
interpretation in a condensed format. Engineers can quickly refresh their knowledge during project



workflows.

9. Nastran Solver Quick Reference and Best Practices
This book centers on the Nastran solver environment, detailing input requirements, solver options, and
performance tuning. It provides insights into optimizing simulations for accuracy and speed. Users will find
guidelines for effective job setup and post-processing to maximize results quality.
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