
n scott momaday house made of dawn
n scott momaday house made of dawn is a significant work that captures the
essence of Native American identity and the deep connection to the land.
Published in 1968, "House Made of Dawn" is a landmark novel that not only
showcases the literary prowess of N. Scott Momaday but also serves as a vital
cultural artifact that reflects the complexities of Native American life in
the 20th century. In this article, we will explore the themes, characters,
and impact of "House Made of Dawn," as well as delve into the life of its
author, N. Scott Momaday.

The Author: N. Scott Momaday

N. Scott Momaday was born on February 27, 1934, in Lawton, Oklahoma. He is a
member of the Kiowa tribe, and his heritage significantly influences his
writing. Momaday's background and upbringing in the American Southwest
provide a rich tapestry for his literary works. He is not only a novelist but
also a poet, essayist, and painter, making him a versatile figure in American
literature.

Early Life and Education

Momaday's early life was immersed in Native American culture. His father was
a teacher and a painter, and his mother was a schoolteacher. This artistic
environment nurtured his creative talents. He attended the University of New
Mexico and later earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of
California, Berkeley. He continued his studies and obtained a Master of Arts
in English from Stanford University.

Literary Influence

Momaday's writing is heavily influenced by oral traditions, Native American
mythology, and the natural landscapes of the Southwest. His storytelling
often incorporates elements of spirituality, nature, and the importance of
place in shaping identity. These influences are vividly present in "House
Made of Dawn."

Summary of "House Made of Dawn"

"House Made of Dawn" tells the story of Abel, a young Native American man who
returns to his home on a Kiowa reservation after serving in World War II. The



novel is structured in a non-linear fashion, weaving together various
perspectives and timelines to create a rich narrative tapestry.

Main Characters

1. Abel - The protagonist, whose struggles with identity and belonging are
central to the narrative.
2. Milly - Abel's love interest, who represents the complexities of
relationships in a modernizing world.
3. Ben - Abel's friend and fellow veteran, who grapples with his own demons.
4. Father Jerome - A priest who embodies the cultural clash between Native
American spirituality and Western religion.

Key Themes

The novel explores several key themes that resonate throughout the narrative:

- Identity and Belonging: Abel's journey represents the struggle of Native
Americans to find their identity in a rapidly changing world.
- Connection to the Land: The relationship between the characters and the
land is crucial, illustrating the deep spiritual ties that Native Americans
have with their environment.
- Cultural Conflict: The novel highlights the tensions between traditional
Native American culture and Western influences.
- Trauma and Healing: Abel's experiences in war and his subsequent return to
the reservation reflect the trauma faced by many veterans and the healing
journey that follows.

Literary Significance

"House Made of Dawn" is often regarded as the first major novel by a Native
American author to gain widespread recognition. It won the Pulitzer Prize for
Fiction in 1969, marking a pivotal moment in American literature. The novel's
success opened doors for other Native American writers and highlighted the
importance of indigenous voices in the literary landscape.

Impact on Native American Literature

The influence of "House Made of Dawn" can be seen in the works of subsequent
Native American authors, including:

- Louise Erdrich - Known for her novels that explore Native American life,
often integrating themes of family and community.



- Sherman Alexie - His works tackle contemporary Native American issues,
blending humor and tragedy.
- Joy Harjo - A poet and the first Native American Poet Laureate, whose work
often reflects her Native heritage.

Momaday's novel set a precedent for storytelling that emphasizes authenticity
and the importance of cultural narratives.

Conclusion

In conclusion, n scott momaday house made of dawn is not just a novel; it is
a powerful exploration of identity, culture, and the human experience through
the lens of Native American life. N. Scott Momaday's masterful storytelling
and deep understanding of his heritage allow readers to engage with the
complexities of a world that is often overlooked in mainstream literature. As
we continue to celebrate and recognize the contributions of Native American
authors, "House Made of Dawn" remains a seminal work that resonates with
readers and writers alike, urging us to listen to the stories of those who
have long been silenced. Through its themes of belonging, trauma, and
healing, the novel invites us to reflect on our own identities and the
interconnectedness of all cultures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in N. Scott
Momaday's 'House Made of Dawn'?
The central themes include the struggle for cultural identity, the effects of
colonization, the importance of tradition and spirituality, and the search
for personal redemption.

How does N. Scott Momaday use nature symbolism in
'House Made of Dawn'?
Momaday uses nature symbolism to reflect the connection between the
characters and their Native American heritage, illustrating how the landscape
influences their identity and experiences.

In what ways does 'House Made of Dawn' address the
concept of displacement?
The novel addresses displacement through the protagonist's journey from his
Native American community to urban life, highlighting the emotional and
cultural disconnect that ensues.



What role does storytelling play in 'House Made of
Dawn'?
Storytelling is a vital element in the novel, serving as a means of
preserving culture, conveying history, and fostering a sense of belonging
among the characters.

How has 'House Made of Dawn' influenced contemporary
Native American literature?
'House Made of Dawn' is considered a seminal work that paved the way for
contemporary Native American literature, inspiring future authors to explore
themes of identity, spirituality, and the impact of colonialism.
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