n 400 form instructions

N 400 Form Instructions are essential for any lawful permanent resident looking to apply for U.S.
citizenship. The N-400 form is a critical component of the naturalization process, allowing eligible
applicants to demonstrate their commitment to becoming U.S. citizens. This article will provide
comprehensive instructions on filling out the N-400 form, what to expect during the process, and
common pitfalls to avoid.

Understanding the N-400 Form

The N-400 form, officially known as the Application for Naturalization, is the primary application
used by lawful permanent residents to apply for U.S. citizenship. The United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) oversees the naturalization process, which includes evaluating
applicants based on their eligibility.

Eligibility Criteria

Before filling out the N-400 form, it’s crucial to ensure you meet the eligibility requirements. These
include:

1. Age: You must be at least 18 years old at the time of filing.

2. Permanent Resident Status: You must have been a lawful permanent resident (green card holder)
for at least five years, or three years if you are married to a U.S. citizen.

3. Physical Presence: You should have been physically present in the U.S. for at least half of the last
five years (or three years if married to a U.S. citizen).

4. Continuous Residence: You must not have taken any trips abroad that lasted six months or longer
without proper documentation.

5. Good Moral Character: You must demonstrate good moral character for the five years preceding
your application (or three years if married to a U.S. citizen).

6. English Language Proficiency: You must be able to read, write, and speak basic English, although
there are exceptions for certain applicants.

7. Knowledge of U.S. History and Government: You must pass a civics test that assesses your
knowledge of U.S. history and government.

Filling Out the N-400 Form

Completing the N-400 form can seem daunting, but breaking it down into manageable steps can
simplify the process.

Gather Required Documents



Before you begin filling out the form, gather the necessary documents. This may include:

- A copy of your green card (Form I-551).

- Two passport-sized photographs.

- Documentation supporting your marital status (if applicable), such as a marriage certificate or
divorce decree.

- Proof of your spouse’s U.S. citizenship (if applicable), such as a birth certificate or naturalization
certificate.

- Any documentation related to legal name changes (if applicable).

- Criminal records, if any.

Completing the Form

The N-400 form consists of several sections. Here’s how to approach each one:

1. Part 1: Information About Your Eligibility
- Indicate the basis for your eligibility for naturalization (e.g., permanent resident status, marriage to
a U.S. citizen).

2. Part 2: Information About You
- Fill in your personal information, including your name, address, date of birth, and Social Security
number.

3. Part 3: Information About Your Residence
- Provide details about your current and previous addresses for the past five years.

4. Part 4: Information About Your Parents
- Answer questions about your parents, including their citizenship status and dates of birth.

5. Part 5: Employment and Schooling
- List your employment history and any educational institutions you attended in the last five years.

6. Part 6: Time Outside the United States
- Record any trips you took outside the U.S. during the last five years, including dates and
destinations.

7. Part 7: Information About Your Marital History
- Provide details about your current and previous marriages, including dates and names of spouses.

8. Part 8: Additional Information
- Answer questions about your moral character, criminal history, and affiliation with organizations.

9. Part 9: Oath of Allegiance
- Review the oath and indicate your willingness to take it.

10. Part 10: Signature
- Sign and date the form to confirm that the information is accurate.



Filing the N-400 Form

Once you have completed the N-400 form, it's time to submit it. Here are the steps to follow:
1. Check the Filing Fee: As of the latest guidelines, the filing fee for Form N-400 is $725, which
includes a $640 application fee and an $85 biometrics fee. Some applicants may qualify for a fee

waiver.

2. Prepare Your Package: Include the completed N-400 form, required documents, and payment
(check or money order).

3. Where to Send Your Application: The address to which you send your N-400 form depends on
whether you are using the U.S. Postal Service or a courier service. Refer to the USCIS website for

the correct mailing address.

4. Track Your Application: After submission, you can track the status of your application online using
the USCIS case status tool.

What to Expect After Filing

Once your N-400 form is submitted, you will go through several steps before receiving your
citizenship:

Biometrics Appointment

After USCIS processes your application, they will schedule a biometrics appointment where you will
provide fingerprints, photographs, and a signature. This information is used for background checks.

Interview

Next, you will be scheduled for an interview with a USCIS officer. During this meeting, the officer
will review your application, ask you questions about your background, and test your knowledge of
English and U.S. civics. Here’s what to prepare for:

- Bring your green card and any original documents submitted with your application.

- Be ready to answer questions related to your N-400 form.
- Study for the civics test, which covers 100 questions about U.S. history and government.

Oath Ceremony

If your application is approved, you will receive a notice for your oath ceremony, where you will take
the Oath of Allegiance and officially become a U.S. citizen.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

Filling out the N-400 form can be complicated, and there are common mistakes applicants make that
can delay the process. Here are some pitfalls to avoid:

- Incomplete Information: Ensure all sections are filled out completely and accurately.

- Incorrect Fees: Double-check the filing fee and include payment with your application.
- Failure to Sign: Don'’t forget to sign your application; an unsigned form will be rejected.
- Missing Documents: Include all necessary supporting documents to avoid delays.

- Not Keeping Copies: Make copies of your application and documents for your records.

Conclusion

Navigating the N 400 form instructions can be challenging, but understanding the process and
requirements will help streamline your application for U.S. citizenship. By gathering the necessary
documents, accurately filling out the form, and preparing for the subsequent steps, you can
significantly enhance your chances of a successful application. Always refer to the official USCIS
website for the most up-to-date information, and consider consulting with an immigration attorney if
you have any questions or concerns. Becoming a citizen is a significant milestone—take the time to
ensure that your application reflects your dedication to this important step.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the N-400 form?

The N-400 form, Application for Naturalization, is used by lawful permanent residents to apply for
U.S. citizenship.

What are the eligibility requirements for filing the N-400?

To be eligible to file the N-400, you must be a lawful permanent resident for at least 5 years (or 3
years if married to a U.S. citizen), demonstrate good moral character, and meet other residency and
physical presence requirements.

How do I complete the N-400 form?

You can complete the N-400 form online through the USCIS website or by downloading the form and
filling it out manually. Ensure to follow the instructions carefully and provide all required
documentation.

What fees are associated with submitting the N-400 form?

As of October 2023, the filing fee for the N-400 form is $725, which includes a $640 application fee
and an $85 biometric services fee. Fee waivers may be available for those who qualify.



How long does it take to process the N-400 application?

The processing time for the N-400 application can vary, but it typically takes between 8 to 12
months. Applicants can check the USCIS processing times page for the most current estimates.

What should I do if I need to update my N-400 application
after submission?

If you need to update your N-400 application after submission, you should contact USCIS directly.
Depending on the change, you may need to submit a written request or additional documentation.
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