
my dinner with andre script
My Dinner with Andre is a thought-provoking film that has captured the
attention of audiences since its release in 1981. Directed by Louis Malle and
written by its stars, Wallace Shawn and André Gregory, the movie is
essentially a long conversation between two friends who meet for dinner in
New York City. This article will delve into the script of "My Dinner with
Andre," exploring its themes, significance, and the philosophical discussions
that unfold over the course of the film.

Overview of "My Dinner with Andre"

"My Dinner with Andre" is not your typical movie; it defies conventional
narrative structures and focuses heavily on dialogue. The film centers around
two characters: Wallace, played by Shawn, and André, played by Gregory. Their
dinner conversation ranges from personal anecdotes to deep philosophical
discussions about life, relationships, and the human experience.

The film's unique structure and dialogue-driven nature invite viewers to
engage with the material on a deeper level. It raises questions about the
meaning of life, the purpose of human connection, and the reality of
existence. As they converse, the audience is encouraged to reflect on their
own lives and beliefs.

The Script: A Masterclass in Dialogue

The script of "My Dinner with Andre" is a remarkable example of how dialogue
can drive a film. The entire movie consists of a single conversation, with
minimal action outside of the dialogue. Here are some key elements that make
the script stand out:

1. Authenticity: The dialogue feels genuine and spontaneous. Shawn and
Gregory draw from their own experiences and perspectives, which lends a sense
of realism to their characters.

2. Philosophical Depth: The script delves into a variety of philosophical
topics, including:
- The nature of reality
- The significance of experiences
- The search for meaning in life
- The impact of societal norms on personal happiness

3. Character Development: As the conversation unfolds, the audience learns
more about the characters’ backgrounds, their worldviews, and their emotional
states. This depth allows viewers to connect with the characters on a



personal level.

4. Conflict and Resolution: The conversation contains subtle tensions and
disagreements that create a dynamic interplay between the two characters.
This conflict adds layers to their relationship and keeps the audience
engaged.

Thematic Exploration

"My Dinner with Andre" explores several key themes that resonate with
audiences. Understanding these themes can enrich the viewing experience and
encourage deeper contemplation of the ideas presented.

1. The Search for Authenticity

One of the central themes of the film is the pursuit of authenticity in life.
André shares his experiences of traveling the world and seeking genuine
connections with people. He articulates a longing for meaningful experiences
over superficial interactions. This theme prompts viewers to consider their
own lives and the extent to which they prioritize authenticity.

2. The Nature of Reality

Throughout the dinner, the characters engage in discussions about reality and
perception. André suggests that many people live in a state of distraction,
unaware of the deeper truths in life. This theme invites viewers to reflect
on their own perceptions and the societal structures that shape their
understanding of reality.

3. The Importance of Connection

The film emphasizes the significance of human connection. As Wallace and
André discuss their lives, they highlight the value of relationships and the
impact they have on personal growth. This theme resonates with audiences,
reminding them of the importance of nurturing meaningful connections in a
fast-paced world.

4. The Fear of Change

Wallace's reluctance to embrace change and his desire for stability contrast
sharply with André's adventurous spirit. This theme addresses the tension



between comfort and the unknown, encouraging viewers to confront their own
fears surrounding change and growth.

Cultural Impact and Reception

"My Dinner with Andre" has had a lasting cultural impact since its release.
While not a commercial blockbuster, it has garnered a dedicated following and
is often cited as a cult classic. The film's unconventional approach to
storytelling and its focus on philosophical dialogue have inspired
filmmakers, playwrights, and writers.

The movie has also sparked discussions about the role of conversation in
cinema. It challenges the notion that films must rely on action and plot to
engage audiences, demonstrating that dialogue can be just as captivating.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, "My Dinner with Andre" received mixed reviews from critics.
Some praised its ambitious approach and the depth of its philosophical
discussions, while others found the lack of conventional plot elements to be
off-putting. Over the years, however, the film has been reevaluated and is
now celebrated for its originality and thought-provoking content.

The performances of Shawn and Gregory have also been widely acclaimed. Their
chemistry and ability to convey complex emotions through dialogue contribute
significantly to the film's impact.

Conclusion

"My Dinner with Andre" remains a unique cinematic experience that invites
viewers to engage in deep philosophical discussions. The script's emphasis on
authenticity, reality, connection, and change resonates with audiences on
multiple levels. It challenges conventional storytelling and encourages
viewers to reflect on their own lives and relationships.

As we navigate the complexities of modern life, the themes explored in "My
Dinner with Andre" continue to be relevant. The film serves as a reminder of
the power of conversation and the importance of seeking meaningful
connections in an increasingly disconnected world. Whether viewed as a
philosophical exploration or a simple dinner conversation, "My Dinner with
Andre" leaves a lasting impression on all who experience it.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'My Dinner with Andre'?
The main theme revolves around existentialism and the exploration of life,
relationships, and the meaning of existence through deep conversation.

Who are the two main characters in 'My Dinner with
Andre'?
The two main characters are Wallace Shawn, who plays himself, and Andre
Gregory, who plays a fictionalized version of himself.

What unique narrative style does 'My Dinner with
Andre' employ?
The film primarily consists of a single conversation between the two
characters, emphasizing dialogue over traditional plot development.

How does the setting of the restaurant impact the
film?
The restaurant setting serves as a microcosm for the larger discussion about
life, creating an intimate atmosphere that enhances the philosophical
dialogue.

What philosophical concepts are discussed in the
film?
The film delves into concepts such as the nature of reality, the importance
of personal connections, and the search for authenticity in life.

Who wrote the script for 'My Dinner with Andre'?
The script was co-written by Wallace Shawn and Andre Gregory.

How was 'My Dinner with Andre' received by critics
upon its release?
The film received critical acclaim for its innovative style and thought-
provoking content, though its unconventional format was not for everyone.

What is the significance of the title 'My Dinner



with Andre'?
The title reflects the personal and intimate nature of the conversation,
highlighting the unique experience of sharing thoughts over a meal.

Did 'My Dinner with Andre' influence other films?
Yes, the film has been cited as an influence on later works that emphasize
dialogue and character-driven storytelling, paving the way for more
introspective cinema.

What lasting impact has 'My Dinner with Andre' had
on audiences?
The film has sparked discussions about personal philosophy and the nature of
human connection, encouraging viewers to reflect on their own lives and
relationships.
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