
my dinner with andre a screenplay
My Dinner with Andre a screenplay is a fascinating exploration of human connection,
philosophy, and the complexities of modern life. Written by Louis Malle and directed by
Louis Malle and André Gregory, this unique film takes place almost entirely in a
restaurant, where two friends engage in a deep conversation that challenges the
audience's perception of reality and existence. In this article, we will delve into the
screenplay of "My Dinner with Andre," its themes, character development, and its impact
on cinema.

Overview of the Screenplay

"My Dinner with Andre" was released in 1981 and is known for its unconventional
narrative structure. The screenplay is characterized by its dialogue-driven format,
focusing on the conversation between two main characters, Wallace Shawn and André
Gregory. The film's screenplay is not just a script but a philosophical discourse that invites
viewers to reflect on their own lives.

Plot Synopsis

The plot revolves around Wallace and André, who meet for dinner after a long period of
separation. Throughout the evening, they engage in a series of discussions that cover a
wide range of topics, including:

The meaning of life

Personal experiences and transformations

The nature of reality and truth

Societal norms and expectations

Fear, joy, and human connection

The dialogue serves as a catalyst for exploring deeper existential questions, making it a
thought-provoking experience for viewers.

Thematic Elements

"My Dinner with Andre" is rich in thematic content, which is meticulously woven



throughout the screenplay. Below are some of the primary themes presented in the film:

Existentialism and Self-Discovery

The film examines the concept of existentialism through the lens of personal experience.
André shares stories of his travels and encounters, prompting reflections on life's purpose:

- Personal Growth: André's experiences highlight the importance of stepping outside one's
comfort zone to discover oneself.
- Authenticity: The characters discuss the struggle to live authentically in a world filled
with superficiality and pretense.

The Nature of Reality

The screenplay challenges viewers to consider what constitutes reality. André's narrative
suggests that our perceptions are shaped by our experiences:

- Subjective Reality: The film raises questions about how each person's reality is
influenced by their thoughts and feelings.
- Philosophical Inquiry: André's stories act as metaphors for larger philosophical
questions, encouraging viewers to engage in their own inquiries.

Human Connection

At its core, "My Dinner with Andre" is about relationships and the connections we form
with others. The dialogue emphasizes the significance of genuine human interaction:

- Vulnerability: The characters are open and honest about their fears and desires,
fostering a sense of intimacy.
- Empathy: The screenplay encourages empathy, reminding viewers of the importance of
understanding different perspectives.

Character Development

The screenplay features two well-developed characters, Wallace and André, whose
contrasting philosophies drive the narrative.

Wallace Shawn

Wallace, portrayed by Wallace Shawn, is a playwright who represents the conventional,
everyday person. His character is characterized by:



- Skepticism: Wallace often questions André's experiences and philosophies, reflecting a
more grounded perspective.
- Relatability: His struggles resonate with viewers, as he embodies the internal conflict
many face in navigating life's complexities.

André Gregory

André, played by André Gregory, is an adventurous spirit who has embraced life’s
uncertainties. His character traits include:

- Philosophical Depth: André's stories and insights provide a counterbalance to Wallace's
skepticism, encouraging deeper reflection.
- Passion for Life: His enthusiasm for living authentically and seeking new experiences is a
central theme in the film.

Impact on Cinema

"My Dinner with Andre" has left a lasting mark on the film industry, influencing both
independent cinema and the way dialogue-driven narratives are approached.

Innovative Storytelling

The film's unique format—a lengthy, uninterrupted conversation—challenges traditional
cinematic conventions. This innovative storytelling technique has inspired filmmakers to
explore dialogue-focused narratives, leading to:

- Character-Driven Films: Other films have adopted a similar approach, prioritizing
character development and philosophical discourse.
- Indie Film Movement: The success of "My Dinner with Andre" contributed to the rise of
independent filmmaking, emphasizing personal stories and artistic expression.

Cultural Relevance

The themes explored in the screenplay remain relevant today. In our fast-paced,
technology-driven world, the need for genuine connection and self-reflection is more
crucial than ever. The film encourages viewers to slow down and engage in meaningful
conversations—an idea that resonates with contemporary audiences.

Conclusion

"My Dinner with Andre a screenplay" is more than just a film; it is an invitation to ponder



life's deeper questions and engage in authentic human interaction. Its exploration of
existential themes, character development, and innovative storytelling have secured its
place in cinematic history. As viewers, we are encouraged to reflect on our own lives and
relationships, making "My Dinner with Andre" a timeless piece that continues to inspire
and provoke thought. Whether you are a seasoned cinephile or new to independent films,
this screenplay offers a rich tapestry of ideas that will linger long after the credits roll.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'My Dinner with Andre'?
The main theme revolves around existentialism and the exploration of human
relationships, focusing on the nature of life, communication, and the search for meaning.

Who are the main characters in 'My Dinner with Andre'?
The main characters are Andre Gregory and Wallace Shawn, who engage in a deep and
philosophical conversation over dinner.

What unique filmmaking technique is used in 'My
Dinner with Andre'?
The film is primarily a dialogue-driven piece, featuring a single dinner conversation that
unfolds over the course of the entire runtime, creating an intimate and reflective
atmosphere.

How does 'My Dinner with Andre' challenge traditional
narrative structures?
The screenplay breaks away from conventional plot-driven storytelling, instead focusing
on dialogue and character exploration, which encourages viewers to engage with the
philosophical ideas presented.

What impact did 'My Dinner with Andre' have on
independent cinema?
The film is often credited with paving the way for more dialogue-focused independent
films, demonstrating that character-driven stories can resonate with audiences and
achieve critical acclaim.

What philosophical ideas are discussed in 'My Dinner
with Andre'?
The characters discuss various philosophical ideas, including the nature of reality, the
importance of human connection, personal transformation, and the contrast between a



mundane life and a life filled with adventure.

Who wrote the screenplay for 'My Dinner with Andre'?
The screenplay was co-written by Andre Gregory and Wallace Shawn, who also star in the
film, making it a deeply personal project for both.

What is the significance of the setting in 'My Dinner
with Andre'?
The restaurant setting serves as a microcosm of life, allowing the characters to interact in
a familiar yet charged environment, fostering an atmosphere for profound discussion and
reflection.
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