
mulan lets get down to business

Mulan lets get down to business is a powerful anthem from Disney's animated film, "Mulan," released in 1998.
The film tells the story of a young Chinese woman who disguises herself as a man to take her ailing father's
place in the army during a war against invading Huns. The song encapsulates the spirit of determination, hard
work, and the urgent need for action that defines Mulan's journey. As we delve deeper into this iconic song, we
will explore its significance within the film, its cultural impact, and the themes it embodies.

Context of the Song in the Film

The Plot of Mulan

Set in ancient China, "Mulan" follows the protagonist, Fa Mulan, who struggles with the expectations placed
on her as a woman in a traditional society. When the Emperor calls upon all able-bodied men to defend the
country, Mulan takes drastic action. She cuts her hair, disguises herself as a man, and joins the army under the
name "Ping." This act of courage and defiance forms the crux of the narrative.

The Scene of "Let's Get Down to Business"

"Let's Get Down to Business" is performed by Captain Li Shang, Mulan's commanding officer, as he trains the
soldiers for battle. This song occurs after Mulan's initial struggles to fit in with the male soldiers. The
training montage is a pivotal moment where Mulan begins to prove herself to her peers and her superior,
showcasing her determination and resilience. The upbeat tempo and energetic lyrics serve to motivate and inspire
both the characters and the audience.

Lyrics and Themes of the Song

The lyrics of "Let's Get Down to Business" emphasize several key themes central to Mulan's character arc and
the broader narrative of the film.

Determination and Hard Work

The song highlights the importance of hard work and dedication. Captain Li Shang urges his soldiers to prepare
for the challenges ahead, reinforcing the idea that success comes from effort and perseverance. Mulan embodies
this message as she transforms from an inexperienced recruit to a capable warrior.

- Key lines emphasize the need to:
- Train rigorously
- Overcome obstacles
- Embrace teamwork

Identity and Self-Discovery

Mulan's journey is also one of self-discovery. By disguising herself as "Ping," she begins to explore her identity



outside the confines of gender roles. The song captures her struggle and the duality of her existence—being
both a soldier and a woman in a patriarchal society. This theme resonates with audiences as it addresses the
broader issues of identity and societal expectations.

Teamwork and Camaraderie

Another significant theme in the song is the importance of teamwork. As the soldiers rally together under
Captain Shang's leadership, their camaraderie grows. The training sequence highlights the bonds formed between
the characters, emphasizing that collaboration is essential for achieving a common goal. Mulan learns to rely
on her fellow soldiers while also contributing her unique strengths to the group.

Cultural Impact and Reception

Since its release, "Mulan" and its signature song "Let's Get Down to Business" have left a lasting impact on
popular culture. The film has been praised for its representation of strong female characters and its
challenging of gender norms.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, "Mulan" received positive reviews from critics and audiences alike. The film's animation,
storytelling, and music were particularly lauded. "Let's Get Down to Business" became a fan favorite, often
recognized for its catchy melody and motivational lyrics. Critics have noted how the song effectively
captures Mulan's spirit and determination, making it an integral part of the film’s narrative arc.

Representation of Women

Mulan's character has been celebrated as a progressive portrayal of women in media. Unlike traditional Disney
princesses, Mulan is not defined by romantic interests but rather by her bravery and selflessness. "Let's Get
Down to Business" reinforces this message, showcasing a woman taking charge of her destiny and breaking free
from societal constraints.

Legacy and Influence

The legacy of "Mulan" continues to influence modern media, inspiring countless adaptations, merchandise, and
even stage productions. The themes of empowerment and self-identity resonate across generations, making Mulan
a timeless figure in Disney's pantheon of characters. The song "Let's Get Down to Business" remains a beloved
anthem of resilience and determination.

Musical Composition and Style

The musical style of "Let's Get Down to Business" contributes significantly to its impact. The song is
characterized by its fast-paced rhythm and lively instrumentation.



Musical Elements

- Tempo and Rhythm: The song features a brisk tempo that matches the urgency of the training sequence. This
energy helps to engage the audience, making them feel the excitement and intensity of the moment.

- Instrumentation: The use of traditional Chinese instruments alongside modern orchestration creates a unique
sound that reflects the film’s cultural setting while appealing to contemporary audiences.

- Vocal Performance: The vocal delivery by Donny Osmond, who voices Captain Li Shang, adds charisma and
authority to the song. His powerful performance encourages the soldiers and inspires Mulan, emphasizing the
themes of leadership and motivation.

Choreography and Visual Presentation

The animation accompanying "Let's Get Down to Business" is dynamic and visually captivating. The
choreography of the training montage showcases the physicality of the characters as they engage in various
exercises and drills. This visual representation of teamwork and growth further enhances the song's message.

The Role of Humor

Disney films often incorporate humor, and "Mulan" is no exception. While "Let's Get Down to Business" is
primarily motivational, it also contains moments of levity that contribute to the overall tone of the film.

Comic Relief Through Characters

The interactions between Mulan and her fellow soldiers provide comic relief. For example, the awkwardness of
Mulan trying to fit in and the camaraderie that develops among the characters contribute to light-hearted
moments within the song’s context. These humorous elements make the characters relatable and endear them to
the audience.

Balancing Serious Themes with Humor

The blend of serious themes and humor is a hallmark of Disney storytelling. "Let's Get Down to Business"
captures the essence of this balance, allowing audiences to engage with Mulan's challenges while also enjoying
the lighter aspects of her journey.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Mulan lets get down to business" serves as a pivotal moment in Disney's animated classic,
encapsulating the themes of determination, identity, teamwork, and empowerment. The song not only propels the
narrative forward but also resonates deeply with audiences, leaving a lasting impact on popular culture.
Through its catchy melody, dynamic visuals, and powerful message, "Let's Get Down to Business" remains a
beloved anthem that inspires individuals to embrace their inner strength and face challenges head-on. As we
continue to celebrate Mulan's legacy, the song stands as a testament to the enduring power of courage and
resilience in the face of adversity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the song 'I'll Make a Man Out of You' in Mulan?

'I'll Make a Man Out of You' highlights themes of transformation, resilience, and the breaking of gender
stereotypes, as Mulan trains to become a warrior in a male-dominated society.

How does the song 'Let's Get Down to Business' reflect Mulan's character
development?

The song captures Mulan's determination and resolve to prove herself, showcasing her transition from a
hesitant girl to a confident warrior ready to embrace her true potential.

What cultural elements are present in 'Let's Get Down to Business'?

The song incorporates traditional Chinese military training practices and emphasizes values such as honor,
duty, and family, which are central to Chinese culture.

How does the music in 'Let's Get Down to Business' contribute to the
overall tone of the film?

The energetic and motivational music sets a determined tone, creating a sense of urgency and excitement as
Mulan trains alongside her fellow soldiers.

In what ways does 'Let's Get Down to Business' address gender roles?

The song challenges traditional gender roles by depicting Mulan, a woman, successfully participating in and
excelling at a traditionally male activity—military training.

What are the key messages conveyed in 'Let's Get Down to Business'?

Key messages include the importance of hard work, perseverance, and the idea that anyone can succeed
regardless of societal expectations based on gender.

How do Mulan's companions influence the message of 'Let's Get Down to
Business'?

Mulan's companions provide support and camaraderie, emphasizing teamwork and the idea that success is
achieved through collaboration and mutual encouragement.

What role does humor play in 'Let's Get Down to Business'?

Humor is used to lighten the training process, making the characters more relatable and adding an entertaining
layer to the serious themes of the film.

How has 'Let's Get Down to Business' been received by audiences since its
release?

The song has been widely praised for its catchy melody and empowering lyrics, becoming a fan favorite and a
standout moment in the film.



What impact did 'Let's Get Down to Business' have on the portrayal of
female protagonists in animation?

'Let's Get Down to Business' helped pave the way for more complex female protagonists in animation, showing
that women can be strong, capable, and assertive in roles traditionally reserved for men.
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