
mtg training grounds combo

mtg training grounds combo is a powerful and popular strategy within the
Magic: The Gathering community, renowned for its ability to generate infinite
mana and enable game-winning plays. This combo revolves around the card
Training Grounds, which reduces the activation costs of activated abilities
of creatures, facilitating complex interactions with cards that have costly
or repetitive activated effects. Understanding how the mtg training grounds
combo works, the essential cards involved, and how to build and defend such a
deck is crucial for players looking to harness its potential in competitive
play. This article delves into the mechanics of the Training Grounds combo,
explores notable synergy pieces, and provides strategic insights to optimize
gameplay. Additionally, it covers common variations and counters to help
players anticipate and adapt to meta shifts. The following sections outline
the core aspects of the mtg training grounds combo and its relevance in
various formats.
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Understanding Training Grounds and Its Role

Training Grounds is an enchantment card in Magic: The Gathering that plays a
pivotal role in enabling the mtg training grounds combo. Its effect reduces
the activation cost of activated abilities of creatures by two generic mana,
allowing players to repeatedly activate abilities that would otherwise be
prohibitively expensive. This cost reduction is instrumental in creating
infinite loops or overwhelming board states by leveraging creatures with
powerful activated effects.

Card Overview and Mechanics

Training Grounds costs two generic mana and one blue mana to cast, making it
relatively affordable in blue-centric decks. Once on the battlefield, it
applies a static cost reduction to all creatures controlled by the player,
specifically targeting their activated abilities. This effect does not impact
triggered abilities or spells, focusing solely on activated abilities that
require mana payments or other costs.

Importance in Combo Strategies

The enchantment’s ability to reduce activation costs enables combos that rely
on repeatedly using creature abilities, often leading to infinite loops
involving mana generation, damage dealing, or other resource manipulations.
By lowering these costs, Training Grounds increases the efficiency and



feasibility of combos that might otherwise require excessive mana investment,
making it a cornerstone card in many combo-centric decks.

Core Components of the mtg Training Grounds
Combo

Besides Training Grounds itself, the combo requires specific creatures and
supporting cards to function effectively. These components synergize to
produce infinite or near-infinite effects, leveraging the cost reduction to
fuel repeated activations.

Key Creature Cards

Urborg, Tomb of Yawgmoth: While not directly part of the combo, it
supports mana base consistency.

Walking Ballista: A creature that can be repeatedly activated to deal
damage or generate value when paired with Training Grounds.

Devoted Druid: Produces infinite green mana when combined with other
cards and Training Grounds by untapping repeatedly.

Pili-Pala: Generates infinite mana in conjunction with other artifacts
and Training Grounds enabling zero-cost activations.

Palinchron: A creature that untaps lands when it enters the battlefield
or is bounced, facilitating infinite mana combos.

Supporting Artifacts and Enchantments

Some versions of the mtg training grounds combo incorporate artifacts and
enchantments that facilitate mana production, untapping, or additional cost
reductions. Cards like Sol Ring, Mana Vault, and other mana accelerators
complement the combo by providing the necessary resources to initiate and
sustain activations.

Popular Combo Variations Featuring Training
Grounds

The mtg training grounds combo has several popular iterations, each
leveraging different cards and strategies to accomplish infinite or
overwhelming effects. These variations are adapted to fit diverse deck
archetypes and format restrictions.

Walking Ballista Combo

This combo uses Training Grounds to reduce the cost of activating Walking
Ballista’s ability, allowing the player to repeatedly remove counters for
damage or utility. When paired with mana generators, this can result in
infinite damage output or infinite removal of creatures and artifacts on the
battlefield.



Devoted Druid and Vizier of Remedies Combo

Although this combo primarily involves Vizier of Remedies to prevent -1/-1
counters, Training Grounds facilitates the cost reduction needed to quickly
untap Devoted Druid's ability. This setup allows the generation of infinite
green mana, which can be converted into game-winning spells or abilities.

Pili-Pala and Grand Architect Combo

In this variation, Pili-Pala produces mana when untapped, and Grand Architect
can tap or untap artifacts. Training Grounds reduces the activation costs,
enabling infinite mana generation that can be channeled into casting powerful
spells or activating other abilities.

Building a Deck Around the Training Grounds
Combo

Constructing a deck centered on the mtg training grounds combo requires
careful card selection to maximize synergy, consistency, and resilience. The
deck should balance combo pieces, protection, and mana acceleration.

Essential Deck Components

Combo Pieces: Core creatures and enchantments that form the infinite or1.
near-infinite loop.

Mana Acceleration: Cards such as Sol Ring, mana dorks, or artifact ramp2.
to quickly reach the mana threshold.

Protection: Counterspells, removal, or disruption to safeguard the combo3.
from interference.

Card Draw and Tutors: Ensuring the player can find combo pieces4.
efficiently.

Utility Spells: Removal, board wipes, or other support cards to control5.
the game state.

Sample Deck Archetypes

Training Grounds combos are commonly found in Commander, Modern, and Legacy
formats, often within blue or blue-green based decks. Decks such as Simic
Combo, Blue Artifact Combo, or even some Bant builds incorporate the
enchantment for its cost reduction benefits.

Strategies for Protecting and Executing the
Combo

Executing the mtg training grounds combo successfully requires timing,
protection, and understanding opponent threats. Players must anticipate
disruption and have plans to safeguard their combo.



Timing and Sequencing

Players typically aim to cast Training Grounds early and develop the board
state to include necessary creatures and mana sources. Sequencing activations
in the correct order is vital to avoid losing resources or opportunities to
opponent interaction.

Protection Techniques

Counterspells: To prevent opponent removal or disruption of key combo
pieces.

Spell Skite or Other Redirects: To protect enchantments and creatures.

Hexproof or Shroud Effects: Prevent targeted removal.

Backup Plans: Having alternate win conditions or recovery options.

Common Counters and How to Overcome Them

Opponents often bring specific answers to disrupt the mtg training grounds
combo. Recognizing these counters and responding effectively is essential for
maintaining competitive viability.

Enchantment Removal

Cards like Naturalize or Return to Nature can destroy Training Grounds,
crippling the combo. Including ways to recur enchantments or protect them is
vital.

Counterspells and Disruption

Counterspells targeting key creatures or Training Grounds itself can halt the
combo before it begins. Playing around counterspells by baiting them or using
uncounterable spells can help.

Board Wipes and Creature Removal

Mass removal spells can eliminate combo creatures, forcing players to
rebuild. Using protective spells or timing the combo after board wipes can
mitigate this issue.

Mana Denial

Strategies that limit mana availability can prevent activation of abilities,
even with Training Grounds reducing costs. Maintaining diversified mana
sources and ramp can alleviate this pressure.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the MTG Training Grounds combo?

The MTG Training Grounds combo involves using the artifact Training Grounds
to reduce the activation cost of a creature's abilities, enabling powerful
infinite or near-infinite combos.

Which cards work best with Training Grounds for
combos?

Cards with activated abilities that have costly activation costs, such as
Walking Ballista or Devoted Druid, work well with Training Grounds to create
combos that generate infinite mana or damage.

How does Training Grounds enable infinite combos?

Training Grounds reduces the activation cost of activated abilities by up to
2 colorless mana, allowing players to repeatedly activate abilities that
generate resources or effects, resulting in infinite loops when combined with
cards that produce mana or other benefits.

Is Training Grounds commonly used in competitive MTG
decks?

Training Grounds sees play mainly in combo and casual decks rather than top-
tier competitive formats because it supports specific strategies that rely on
activated abilities rather than general powerful effects.

Can Training Grounds combo be disrupted easily?

Yes, since Training Grounds is an artifact, it can be destroyed or countered
by artifact removal spells, and the combo can be disrupted by counterspells,
graveyard hate, or preventing the activation of abilities.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering MTG Training Grounds Combos: A Comprehensive Guide
This book delves deep into the strategic potential of Training Grounds in
Magic: The Gathering, showcasing various combos and synergies that can
overwhelm opponents. It explains the mechanics of counters and activations,
providing step-by-step combo sequences. Players will learn how to build decks
around Training Grounds and maximize its effectiveness in both casual and
competitive play.

2. The Art of Infinite Activations: Unlocking Training Grounds
Explore the intricacies of infinite activation combos using Training Grounds
in this focused guide. The book covers classic and modern combos, emphasizing
the importance of timing and resource management. With detailed card analyses
and strategic advice, readers will gain confidence in executing complex plays
that can turn the tide of any game.

3. Training Grounds Toolbox: Essential Combos and Strategies
This resource-packed book compiles a curated list of powerful combos
involving Training Grounds, alongside tips for deck construction and
sideboarding. It highlights synergies with creatures and abilities that
benefit from reduced activation costs. Ideal for players looking to expand



their combo repertoire and improve consistency with Training Grounds decks.

4. Combo Crafting with Training Grounds: From Basics to Brilliance
Starting with foundational concepts, this book guides players through the
process of creating effective combos using Training Grounds. It explains how
to identify potential cards for synergy and how to assemble combos that can
generate infinite value or damage. The book also includes troubleshooting
advice and variations for different play formats.

5. Infinite Loops and Beyond: Advanced Training Grounds Techniques
Designed for experienced players, this book dives into advanced combo
sequences and unconventional uses of Training Grounds. It explores how to
integrate additional card interactions and protective spells to safeguard
combos from disruption. Readers will find insights on adapting combos to
evolving metagames and maximizing efficiency.

6. The Ultimate Training Grounds Combo Compendium
This comprehensive compendium catalogs hundreds of combos involving Training
Grounds, organized by complexity and format. Each combo is accompanied by
explanations, deck examples, and matchup strategies. This book serves as an
invaluable reference for players aiming to master one of MTG’s most versatile
combo engines.

7. Training Grounds and the Infinite Activation Paradigm
Focusing on the concept of infinite activations, this book explores how
Training Grounds revolutionizes creature ability usage. It analyzes the
mathematical and strategic underpinnings of infinite combos and their impact
on game states. The content also discusses ethical considerations and
etiquette around combo play in Magic: The Gathering.

8. Synergistic Deckbuilding: Harnessing Training Grounds
This guide emphasizes constructing decks that capitalize on Training Grounds’
cost reduction to create powerful synergies. It covers card selection, mana
base considerations, and sideboard strategies tailored for combo-centric
gameplay. Players will gain practical advice on balancing consistency, speed,
and resilience in their decks.

9. From Theory to Practice: Training Grounds in Competitive Play
Bridging theory with real-world application, this book presents case studies
of successful Training Grounds decks used in tournaments. It includes
interviews with top players, tournament reports, and meta analysis to help
readers understand how to adapt combos under pressure. The book also offers
tips for piloting and refining Training Grounds strategies in various
competitive environments.
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