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Introduction to "Mrs. Midas"

Mrs. Midas is a captivating poem written by the renowned British poet Carol
Ann Duffy. This poem reinterprets the ancient Greek myth of King Midas, who
could turn everything he touched into gold. However, Duffy presents the story
from a fresh perspective, focusing on Mrs. Midas's emotional response and her
relationship with her husband. Through this retelling, Duffy explores themes
of greed, love, and the consequences of desire.

Summary of the Poem

The poem opens with a vivid scene where Mrs. Midas is enjoying a quiet
evening with her husband, only to experience a shocking revelation. As she
prepares dinner, she overhears her husband in the garden, and the mundane
evening quickly shifts into a surreal nightmare. Here are the key events:

Mrs. Midas is in her kitchen, preparing a meal.1.

She hears her husband outside and goes to investigate.2.

Mr. Midas reveals that he has been granted the ability to turn3.
everything he touches into gold.

Mrs. Midas reacts with disbelief, frustration, and ultimately sorrow.4.

The poem concludes with a reflection on their changed lives and the loss5.
of intimacy.

This narrative structure allows Duffy to explore the transformation of their
relationship, moving from love and affection to isolation and despair.

Thematic Exploration

Duffy's "Mrs. Midas" delves into several interrelated themes that resonate
throughout the poem. Below are some of the prominent themes and their
implications:



1. Greed and Consequences

At its core, the poem serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of greed.
Mr. Midas's initial excitement over his newfound power quickly turns to
regret as he realizes the implications of his wish. This theme is underscored
by:

- The moment Mr. Midas turns his wife's beloved items into gold,
demonstrating the immediate consequences of his desire.
- Mrs. Midas's lamentation over the loss of the simple joys of life, such as
sharing a meal together.

Duffy effectively illustrates how greed can lead to a loss of values and
relationships.

2. The Role of Women

Duffy's choice to center the narrative around Mrs. Midas presents a powerful
commentary on the role of women in relationships and society. Throughout the
poem, Mrs. Midas embodies a realistic and relatable character, contrasting
Mr. Midas's impulsive nature. Key points include:

- Mrs. Midas's initial disbelief and her pragmatic approach to the situation.
- Her emotional turmoil as she navigates the fallout from her husband's
greed.
- The sense of isolation she experiences as Mr. Midas becomes increasingly
consumed by his golden touch.

This focus on Mrs. Midas allows Duffy to critique traditional gender roles
and highlight the often-overlooked emotional labor women undertake in
relationships.

3. Love and Loss

The love between Mr. and Mrs. Midas is central to the poem, and it is through
their relationship that Duffy explores the theme of loss. As Mr. Midas
becomes more obsessed with his power, Mrs. Midas’s feelings of love transform
into sorrow. Key aspects include:

- The contrast between the couple's initial interactions, filled with
affection and warmth, and their eventual emotional distance.
- Mrs. Midas's realization that their love cannot withstand the weight of
greed and desire.
- The poignant imagery of shared moments, such as their dinner table, which
becomes a symbol of connection lost.



This exploration of love and loss is heart-wrenching, as it illustrates how
one man's desires can shatter a relationship.

Imagery and Language

Duffy's use of vivid imagery and language enhances the emotional depth of
"Mrs. Midas." Some notable elements include:

1. Sensory Details

The poem is rich with sensory imagery, allowing readers to visualize and
emotionally engage with the scenes. For instance:

- The description of the kitchen and the meal being prepared evokes a sense
of domestic tranquility.
- The transformation of everyday objects into gold serves as a stark contrast
to this tranquility, heightening the emotional impact of Mr. Midas's
revelation.

2. Symbolism

Duffy employs symbolism to deepen the poem's meaning. Some symbols include:

- The gold itself, representing not only material wealth but also the
emptiness that comes with it.
- The garden, symbolizing growth and natural beauty, which becomes tainted by
greed.

These symbols serve to reinforce the poem's central themes, creating a
layered narrative that invites reflection.

3. Tone and Voice

The tone of "Mrs. Midas" shifts throughout the poem, reflecting Mrs. Midas's
emotional journey. Initially, the tone is lighthearted and intimate, but it
quickly darkens as the reality of the situation sets in. Duffy's use of a
conversational voice makes Mrs. Midas relatable, allowing readers to
empathize with her plight.



Conclusion

In "Mrs. Midas," Carol Ann Duffy masterfully reinterprets a classic myth,
offering a fresh perspective that emphasizes the emotional consequences of
greed and the complexities of love. Through her vivid imagery, thematic
depth, and exploration of gender roles, Duffy creates a poignant narrative
that resonates with readers.

The poem serves as a reminder that desires, when unchecked, can lead to
profound loss—not only of material possessions but also of the intimate
connections that define our humanity. Mrs. Midas emerges as a symbol of
resilience, navigating her transformed reality, and ultimately highlighting
the importance of love and connection in a world often driven by greed.

As readers reflect on the experiences of Mrs. Midas, they are left to ponder
the true value of what it means to hold something dear, both physically and
emotionally. Duffy's work invites us to consider the choices we make and the
relationships we cherish, reminding us that true wealth lies not in gold, but
in the love we share with others.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Mrs. Midas'?
The central theme of 'Mrs. Midas' is the critique of greed and the
consequences of desire. The poem explores how the wish for wealth can lead to
personal and relational loss.

How does 'Mrs. Midas' differ from the traditional
King Midas myth?
Unlike the traditional King Midas myth, which focuses on Midas's greed and
its consequences, 'Mrs. Midas' presents the story from the perspective of his
wife, emphasizing emotional responses and the impact of his greed on their
relationship.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Mrs. Midas'?
Prominent literary devices in 'Mrs. Midas' include imagery, metaphor, and
irony. The vivid imagery brings the transformation to life, while metaphors
highlight the absurdity of Midas's gift.

How does the poem illustrate the impact of Midas's
wish on domestic life?
The poem illustrates the impact of Midas's wish on domestic life by showing



Mrs. Midas's initial shock and eventual realization of the emotional and
practical ramifications of her husband's greed, which leads to a breakdown in
their relationship.

What role does humor play in 'Mrs. Midas'?
Humor in 'Mrs. Midas' serves to soften the poem's serious themes, making the
narrative more relatable and engaging. It highlights the absurdity of the
situation and helps to balance the darker implications of greed.

How does the setting contribute to the poem's
message?
The setting, which begins in a mundane domestic kitchen, contrasts sharply
with the fantastical elements of the Midas myth, emphasizing how
extraordinary events can disrupt ordinary life. This contrast reinforces the
poem's message about the dangers of greed invading personal spaces.

What is the significance of the title 'Mrs. Midas'?
The title 'Mrs. Midas' signifies a shift in perspective, focusing on the
female voice and experience within a male-dominated myth. It highlights the
often-overlooked emotional and psychological effects of Midas's actions on
his wife.

How does the poem address the concept of loss?
The poem addresses the concept of loss by illustrating not only the tangible
losses that come from Midas's greed, such as the loss of intimacy and
normalcy, but also the emotional loss felt by Mrs. Midas as she grapples with
her husband's choices.

What message does 'Mrs. Midas' convey about
materialism?
'Mrs. Midas' conveys a cautionary message about materialism, suggesting that
the pursuit of wealth can lead to isolation, disconnection, and ultimately,
unhappiness, as personal relationships suffer in the face of greed.
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