mr smith goes to washington worksheet

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington worksheet is an educational tool designed to enhance
students' understanding of the classic film and its themes, characters, and historical
context. This iconic film, directed by Frank Capra and released in 1939, tells the story of a
naive and idealistic young senator who confronts political corruption in Washington, D.C. By
utilizing a worksheet, educators can facilitate discussions, encourage critical thinking, and
assess students' comprehension of the film's narrative and its implications for American
democracy.

Understanding the Significance of "Mr. Smith
Goes to Washington"”

Before diving into the worksheet, it's essential to grasp why "Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington" remains a significant piece of American cinema. The film serves as a
commentary on the American political system, showcasing both its flaws and potential for
greatness. Some key themes include:

e Idealism vs. Reality: The film portrays the contrast between the protagonist's
idealistic views and the harsh realities of political life.

e Corruption: It highlights the prevalence of corruption in politics and the challenges
faced by those who seek to enact change.

e Democracy: The film serves as a reminder of the importance of civic engagement
and the role of citizens in a democratic society.

Understanding these themes will help students engage more deeply with the material
presented in the worksheet.

Components of a "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington"
Worksheet

A well-structured worksheet should encompass various components that facilitate a
comprehensive learning experience. Here are some essential elements to include:

1. Character Analysis

Students can benefit from analyzing the main characters in the film. A character analysis



section could include:
e Jefferson Smith: Discuss his characteristics, motivations, and the challenges he
faces.
e Senator Paine: Explore his role as an antagonist and his relationship with Smith.

e Clarissa Saunders: Examine her influence on Smith and her own political views.

2. Key Themes and Motifs

This section can prompt students to reflect on the film's underlying messages. Questions
may include:

e What does the film suggest about the nature of politics?

e How does the film portray the concept of the American Dream?

¢ In what ways does the film challenge or reinforce stereotypes about politicians?

3. Plot Summary and Analysis

A brief plot summary can help students recall the film's events, followed by analysis
questions, such as:

1. What are the key turning points in the story?

2. How do the events in the film reflect real-life political events?

3. What role does the Senate filibuster play in the story, and how does it affect the
outcome?

Activities to Enhance Learning

To further engage students with the film and its themes, consider incorporating activities
alongside the worksheet. Here are a few ideas:



1. Group Discussions

Organizing group discussions can help students share their insights and perspectives.
Questions to guide discussions could include:

e How would you have handled Smith's situation?
e What lessons can current politicians learn from Smith's story?

e Do you think the film's portrayal of politics is still relevant today? Why or why not?

2. Creative Assignments

Encourage students to express their understanding creatively. Assignments could include:

1. Writing a letter to Senator Smith offering him advice.
2. Creating a modern-day version of the film set in today's political climate.

3. Developing a campaign platform for a fictional character inspired by Smith.

3. Comparative Analysis

Students can compare "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" with other political films or
literature. Questions may include:

e How does this film compare to more contemporary political dramas?

e What similarities and differences can you find between Smith and characters in other
films?

Using the Worksheet for Assessment

The "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" worksheet can also serve as a valuable assessment
tool. Teachers can use the completed worksheets to gauge students' understanding of the
film and its themes. Here are a few assessment techniques:



1. Grading Rubric

Develop a grading rubric that focuses on:

e Comprehension of themes and characters
e Depth of analysis in responses

e Creativity in assignments

2. Reflection Essays

After completing the worksheet and discussions, ask students to write a reflection essay on
what they learned. Prompts may include:

1. What did you find most compelling about Smith's character?

2. How has your view of politics changed after watching the film?

3. Class Presentations

Have students present their findings on specific aspects of the film, such as character arcs,
thematic relevance, or historical context. This allows them to articulate their thoughts and
encourages public speaking skills.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Mr. Smith Goes to Washington worksheet is an invaluable resource
for educators looking to teach students about political themes, character development, and
the importance of civic engagement. By engaging with the film through structured
activities, discussions, and assessments, students can gain a deeper understanding of both
the narrative and its relevance to contemporary society. Whether used in middle school,
high school, or even in college courses, this worksheet can inspire a new generation of
informed citizens who appreciate the complexities of democracy and the importance of
standing up for one's beliefs.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington'?

The main theme is the struggle between integrity and corruption in politics, showcasing the
idealism of a newcomer facing the realities of governmental procedures.

Who is the protagonist in 'Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington'?

The protagonist is Jefferson Smith, an idealistic and naive senator who is appointed to fill a
vacancy in the U.S. Senate.

What role does the character of Saunders play in the
film?

Saunders is a seasoned political aide who helps Jefferson Smith navigate the complexities
of the Senate and ultimately becomes his ally.

What is the significance of the filibuster in the film?

The filibuster is significant as it represents Jefferson Smith's determination to stand up
against corruption and fight for his beliefs, using it as a tool to delay a vote on a corrupt bill.

How does '‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington' portray the
media's role in politics?

The film portrays the media as both a tool for manipulation and a platform for truth,
highlighting how public opinion can influence political outcomes.

What lesson can be learned from Jefferson Smith's
character arc?

Jefferson Smith's character arc teaches the importance of perseverance, the value of
standing up for one's beliefs, and the impact an individual can have in the face of systemic
corruption.

How does the film address the concept of the American
Dream?

The film addresses the American Dream by depicting Jefferson Smith's journey as a
representation of hope, idealism, and the belief that one person can make a difference in
society.



What impact did 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington' have
on American cinema?

The film had a significant impact by popularizing the political drama genre and influencing
public perceptions of government and democracy.

What is the historical context surrounding the release
of 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington'?

Released in 1939, the film reflects the disillusionment with government during the Great
Depression and captures the spirit of reform and idealism prevalent in that era.

What activities are typically included in a 'Mr. Smith
Goes to Washington' worksheet for students?

Activities may include character analysis, thematic discussions, film summaries, and
reflective writing prompts about the political issues presented in the film.
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