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Mr. Smith Goes to Washington worksheet answer key is an essential tool for educators and students

alike. This classic film, directed by Frank Capra and released in 1939, captures the essence of

American politics, idealism, and the struggle between corruption and integrity. As teachers assign

worksheets to help students analyze the film's themes, characters, and plot, having an answer key

becomes vital for effective instruction and learning. This article explores the film's significance,

provides a detailed overview of the typical worksheet questions, and presents the corresponding

answer key for educators.

The Significance of Mr. Smith Goes to Washington

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington is not just a film; it is a cultural artifact that reflects the political climate

of its time. Here are some reasons why this film remains relevant today:

Idealism vs. Reality: The film portrays the journey of an idealistic young senator, Jefferson Smith,

who faces the harsh realities of political corruption.

American Democracy: It serves as a reminder of the power and pitfalls of democracy,

emphasizing the importance of civic engagement.

Character Development: The character of Jefferson Smith is a representation of the everyman,

showcasing how one individual can make a difference.

Historical Context: Understanding the film provides insights into the socio-political issues of the

late 1930s, including the Great Depression and the fight against corruption.



Common Worksheet Questions for Mr. Smith Goes to

Washington

When creating worksheets for Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, educators often include a variety of

questions to assess comprehension and critical thinking. Below are some common types of questions

you might find on these worksheets.

Character Analysis

1. Describe the character of Jefferson Smith. What qualities make him an effective leader?

2. How does the character of Senator Joseph Taylor contrast with Jefferson Smith?

3. Discuss the role of Miss Saunders in the film. How does she support or challenge Jefferson Smith?

Thematic Exploration

1. What is the central theme of Mr. Smith Goes to Washington?

2. How does the film address the concept of political corruption?

3. In what ways does the film promote the idea of civic responsibility?

Plot Understanding

1. Summarize the main events of the film.

2. What obstacles does Jefferson Smith face during his time in the Senate?

3. How does the climax of the film resolve the central conflict?



Symbolism and Imagery

1. What does the Lincoln Memorial symbolize in the film?

2. Discuss the significance of the filibuster scene.

3. How are visual elements used to enhance the film's message?

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington Worksheet Answer Key

To assist educators in grading and providing feedback on student work, here is a comprehensive

answer key for the common worksheet questions outlined above.

Character Analysis Answers

1. Jefferson Smith is portrayed as an idealistic, naive, and passionate leader who embodies the

American spirit. His qualities include honesty, determination, and a belief in the goodness of people.

2. Senator Joseph Taylor represents the political establishment and its corrupt practices. Unlike Smith,

he is pragmatic and willing to compromise his morals for political gain.

3. Miss Saunders is a journalist who initially doubts Smith’s abilities but ultimately becomes his ally.

She supports him by providing insight into the political landscape and challenges him to stay true to

his ideals.

Thematic Exploration Answers

1. The central theme is the struggle between idealism and corruption in American politics, highlighting

the importance of integrity.

2. The film addresses political corruption through the actions of powerful politicians who manipulate the

system for personal gain, particularly through the character of Taylor.



3. The film promotes civic responsibility by showing how citizens must be vigilant and involved in their

government to ensure it serves the public good.

Plot Understanding Answers

1. The film follows Jefferson Smith, who is appointed to the Senate and quickly realizes the extent of

corruption. He embarks on a quest to build a national boys’ camp but faces opposition from corrupt

politicians.

2. Obstacles include political opposition, character assassination, and the challenge of being taken

seriously as a newcomer in the Senate.

3. The climax occurs when Smith conducts a filibuster to defend his bill and expose corruption. This

moment signifies his stand against the establishment and ultimately leads to a turning point in the

narrative.

Symbolism and Imagery Answers

1. The Lincoln Memorial symbolizes the ideals of democracy, freedom, and equality, serving as a

reminder of the values that Smith strives to uphold.

2. The filibuster scene symbolizes the struggle for truth and justice, showcasing Smith's resolve to fight

against the corrupt system.

3. Visual elements, such as camera angles and lighting, are used to highlight Smith’s isolation and

determination, enhancing the emotional impact of his journey.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Mr. Smith Goes to Washington worksheet answer key is an invaluable resource for

teachers and students engaging with this iconic film. By examining the characters, themes, and plot,



students can gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of American politics and the importance

of civic engagement. The film’s enduring message about the power of idealism in the face of

corruption continues to resonate, making it a relevant and enriching subject for study in today's

educational landscape. Whether for classroom discussions or individual analysis, the insights gleaned

from this film can inspire future generations to uphold the values of democracy and integrity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington'?

The main theme of 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington' is the importance of integrity and idealism in the

face of political corruption.

What role does Jefferson Smith play in the film?

Jefferson Smith is an idealistic and naive young man who is appointed to the U.S. Senate, where he

seeks to promote his vision for democracy and civic responsibility.

How does the film depict the challenges of the political system?

The film illustrates the challenges of the political system through the obstacles Smith faces, including

manipulation by powerful political figures and the struggle to maintain his principles.

What is the significance of the filibuster in 'Mr. Smith Goes to

Washington'?

The filibuster is significant as it represents Smith's determination to stand up for his beliefs and fight

against corruption, highlighting the power of individual conviction in politics.



How does Smith’s character evolve throughout the movie?

Smith evolves from an innocent and naive newcomer to a determined fighter for justice, as he learns

about the harsh realities of political maneuvering and the importance of perseverance.

In what ways does 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington' reflect American

political ideals?

The film reflects American political ideals by emphasizing democracy, the power of the individual, and

the need for moral integrity in governance.

What lesson can viewers learn from 'Mr. Smith Goes to Washington'?

Viewers can learn the importance of standing up for one’s beliefs, the impact of civic engagement, and

the need to challenge corruption and injustice in the political system.
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