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Motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022: As more adventurers take to the open road
in their motorhomes, the need for efficient and practical towing solutions
has never been greater. Dinghy towing, or flat towing, allows motorhome
owners to tow a smaller vehicle behind their motorhome, providing the
convenience of having a car available for local travel once they reach their
destination. This guide provides essential information on how to safely and
effectively tow a dinghy in 2022, covering everything from vehicle
compatibility to towing equipment and best practices.

Understanding Dinghy Towing

Dinghy towing refers to the practice of towing a smaller vehicle, often a
car, behind a motorhome. This method is particularly popular among RV
enthusiasts for several reasons:

- Convenience: Having a dinghy allows for easier navigation in towns, cities,
and other destinations where larger RVs may have difficulty maneuvering.

- Fuel Efficiency: Driving a smaller vehicle can lead to better fuel economy
compared to operating a large motorhome.

- Cost-Effective: Dinghy towing can save money on gas, parking fees, and
other expenses associated with using the motorhome for local travel.

Choosing the Right Vehicle for Dinghy Towing

Not all vehicles can be flat towed, so it’s crucial to choose a compatible
vehicle. Here are some factors to consider when selecting a dinghy:

1. Manufacturer Guidelines: Always consult the owner’s manual of the vehicle
you intend to tow. Look for sections that discuss towing capabilities, as
many manufacturers provide specific models that are flat towable.

2. Weight Limitations: Ensure that the weight of the dinghy does not exceed
the towing capacity of your motorhome. Check both the Gross Vehicle Weight
Rating (GVWR) and the Gross Combined Weight Rating (GCWR) of your motorhome.

3. Transmission Type: Most vehicles with manual transmissions are suitable
for dinghy towing. However, many automatic transmissions also allow for flat
towing if specific procedures are followed, such as placing the vehicle in
neutral and disconnecting the battery.

4. Tow Bar Compatibility: Make sure that the vehicle can be fitted with a tow
bar. Some vehicles may require additional modifications to be towable.



5. Popular Dinghy Towing Vehicles: Some of the most commonly towed vehicles
include:

- Jeep Wrangler

- Ford Fiesta

- Chevrolet Spark

- Honda CR-V

- Subaru Crosstrek

Towing Equipment Essentials

To properly dinghy tow a vehicle, specific equipment is necessary. Below is a
list of essential items you'll need:

- Tow Bar: This is the primary piece of equipment that connects your
motorhome to the dinghy. Tow bars come in various styles, including:

- A-Frame Tow Bars: These are popular for their ease of use and setup.

- Self-Aligning Tow Bars: These automatically align with the vehicle, making
attachment easier.

- Base Plate: A base plate is a custom mount installed on the dinghy vehicle,
allowing the tow bar to connect securely.

- Safety Chains: These provide an additional layer of safety in case the tow
bar fails. Always use safety chains that are rated for the weight of the
towed vehicle.

- Towing Lights: To ensure visibility and compliance with road laws, you’ll
need to install towing lights on the dinghy. Options include:

- Magnetic Lights: Easy to set up and use.

- Wired Systems: More integrated and permanent.

- Brake System: Some states require a supplemental braking system for dinghy
towed vehicles. These systems help the towed vehicle stop effectively and can
be either:

- Permanent Systems: Installed in the vehicle.

- Portable Systems: Can be moved from one vehicle to another.

Setting Up for Dinghy Towing

Before hitting the road, it’s essential to properly set up your motorhome and
dinghy. Follow these steps to ensure a safe towing experience:

1. Install Base Plate: Make sure the base plate is securely installed on the
dinghy vehicle according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

2. Attach the Tow Bar: Connect the tow bar to the base plate and to the
motorhome. Ensure all connections are secure and locked in place.



3. Connect Safety Chains: Attach the safety chains between the dinghy and
motorhome, ensuring they are crisscrossed underneath to prevent the vehicle
from hitting the ground in case of a disconnect.

4. Set Up Towing Lights: Install the towing lights as per the instructions,
ensuring they are functioning properly before travel.

5. Check Vehicle Settings: For automatic vehicles, follow the manufacturer’s

guidelines for preparing the vehicle for towing, which may include shifting
to neutral and disengaging the battery.

Legal Considerations and Safety Tips

While dinghy towing offers convenience, it's vital to be aware of the legal
requirements and safety practices involved.

Legal Considerations

1. Towing Laws by State: Towing regulations can vary by state, so be sure to
check local laws regarding dinghy towing, including weight limits and braking
system requirements.

2. License and Registration: Ensure that both your motorhome and dinghy are
properly registered and that you have the necessary licenses for towing.

3. Insurance Coverage: Confirm that your insurance covers both the motorhome

and the dinghy while towing. You may need to adjust your policy to account
for potential damages.

Safety Tips

- Perform Pre-Trip Inspections: Before hitting the road, check the
connections, brakes, lights, and tires of both the motorhome and dinghy.

- Practice Defensive Driving: Remember that towing changes the handling of
your motorhome. Maintain a safe distance from other vehicles and be mindful

of stopping distances.

- Monitor Weight Distribution: Avoid overloading the dinghy, as this can
affect towing performance and safety.

- Use Caution on Inclines: Be aware of how your vehicle handles on steep
inclines and declines, and adjust your speed accordingly.

- Stay in Tune with Your Vehicle: Pay attention to any unusual sounds or



behaviors while towing, and don’t hesitate to pull over if something feels
off.

Conclusion

The motorhome dinghy towing guide 2022 provides essential insight into the
world of flat towing, offering motorhome enthusiasts a practical solution for
local travel. By understanding vehicle compatibility, selecting the right
equipment, and adhering to safety and legal requirements, you can enjoy the
freedom and convenience that dinghy towing offers. With proper preparation,
you can embark on your adventures with peace of mind, knowing that your
dinghy is securely in tow. Safe travels!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is dinghy towing in the context of motorhomes?

Dinghy towing refers to the practice of towing a smaller vehicle, such as a
car or a truck, behind a motorhome for convenience during travel.

What are the benefits of dinghy towing for motorhome
travelers?

Dinghy towing allows for easy access to a smaller vehicle for exploring
destinations without needing to drive the motorhome, saving on fuel and
parking hassle.

What types of vehicles can be towed behind a
motorhome?

Many vehicles can be dinghy towed, including certain models of cars, SUVs,
and trucks, as long as they are compatible with towing setups.

What equipment is needed for dinghy towing?

Essential equipment includes a tow bar, safety chains, lighting systems, and
a braking system for the towed vehicle.

How do I determine if my vehicle is flat towable?

Check the owner's manual or manufacturer's guidelines for your vehicle, which
will specify whether it can be flat towed and any specific procedures to
follow.



What are the legal requirements for dinghy towing in
different states?

Legal requirements vary by state, but typically involve ensuring that the
towed vehicle has proper lighting, braking systems, and safety chains.

What is the best way to set up a dinghy towing
system?

Follow the manufacturer's instructions carefully for installing tow bars and
braking systems, and ensure the setup is secure and compliant with
regulations.

Are there any weight limits for dinghy towing with a
motorhome?

Yes, motorhomes have a maximum towing capacity that should not be exceeded;
check the motorhome's specifications to ensure compliance.

How do I maintain my dinghy towing setup?

Regularly inspect the tow bar, safety chains, and braking system for wear and
tear, and ensure all connections are secure before each trip.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when dinghy
towing?

Common mistakes include failing to properly secure the towed vehicle, not
adhering to weight limits, and neglecting to check state towing laws.
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