mosque of selim ii ap art history

mosque of selim ii ap art history stands as a monumental symbol of Ottoman
architectural and artistic achievement during the 16th century. This iconic mosque, located
in Edirne, Turkey, is not only a religious site but also a masterpiece studied extensively in
AP Art History courses. The Mosque of Selim Il showcases the innovative design and
engineering prowess of the renowned architect Mimar Sinan, who brought a new level of
sophistication to Islamic architecture. Its structural elements, artistic decorations, and
cultural significance make it a key example of Ottoman classical architecture. This article
delves into the historical context, architectural features, and artistic importance of the
mosque, providing a comprehensive understanding for students and enthusiasts alike. The
following sections will guide readers through an exploration of the mosque’s background,
architectural innovations, interior and exterior design, and its lasting impact on the history
of art and architecture.

Historical Context and Significance

Architectural Innovations and Design

Interior Decoration and Artistic Elements

Exterior Features and Structural Details

Legacy and Influence in Art History

Historical Context and Significance

Background of the Ottoman Empire during Selim Il's
Reign

The Mosque of Selim Il was commissioned by Sultan Selim Il, who ruled the Ottoman Empire
from 1566 to 1574. This period marked the height of Ottoman political power and cultural
flourishing. The empire was expanding its territories across Europe, Asia, and Africa, and
the construction of grand architectural projects was a way to demonstrate imperial strength
and religious devotion. Selim I, the son of Suleiman the Magnificent, sought to leave his
own mark through monumental architecture.

The Commissioning and Construction of the Mosque

The mosque was constructed between 1568 and 1574 in the city of Edirne, which had
previously served as the Ottoman capital before Istanbul. The choice of location was
strategic, symbolizing continuity and the importance of Edirne as a center of Islamic



culture. The project was entrusted to Mimar Sinan, the chief imperial architect, who was
responsible for many of the empire’s most significant buildings. This mosque became one
of Sinan’s masterpieces, showcasing his architectural genius.

Architectural Innovations and Design

Structural Engineering and Dome Design

One of the most remarkable features of the Mosque of Selim Il is its large central dome,
which measures approximately 31.25 meters in diameter. This dome rests on an octagonal
supporting system created by eight pillars, allowing for a spacious and open interior.
Sinan’s innovative use of this structural technique resulted in a balanced and harmonious
space that rivals the Hagia Sophia. The slender minarets, standing at 70.9 meters,
complement the dome and contribute to the mosque’s distinctive skyline.

Spatial Organization and Layout

The mosque’s floor plan is a refined example of Ottoman mosque design, emphasizing
symmetry and spatial clarity. The prayer hall is square-shaped, with the dome covering the
central space and smaller domes surrounding it. This arrangement enhances acoustics and
creates a serene atmosphere suitable for worship. The mosque also includes a large
courtyard (sahn), a medrese (Islamic school), and ancillary buildings, reflecting the muilti-
functional nature of Ottoman mosque complexes.

Interior Decoration and Artistic Elements

Use of Iznik Tiles and Calligraphy

The interior of the Mosque of Selim Il is adorned with exquisite Iznik tiles, known for their
vibrant colors and intricate floral patterns. These tiles cover the lower walls of the prayer
hall and the mihrab (prayer niche), creating a visually stunning effect. Additionally, elegant
Arabic calligraphy featuring verses from the Quran is integrated into the decoration,
emphasizing the mosque’s spiritual purpose and artistic sophistication.

Lighting and Ambiance

Natural light plays a critical role in the mosque’s interior design. Numerous stained-glass
windows arranged around the dome and walls allow sunlight to filter softly into the prayer
space. This interplay of light enhances the mosque’s ethereal atmosphere and highlights
the architectural details and decorative elements. The combination of light, color, and
space creates a contemplative environment conducive to worship and reflection.



Exterior Features and Structural Details

Minarets and Facade Ornamentation

The mosque features six slender minarets, two of which are taller and flanking the main
structure, while the others are positioned at the corners of the courtyard. These minarets
are not only functional, used for the call to prayer, but also serve as prominent visual
markers of Ottoman architectural identity. The exterior walls are decorated with geometric
patterns and inscriptions, exhibiting the detailed craftsmanship characteristic of the period.

Courtyard and Surrounding Complex

The mosque’s large open courtyard is surrounded by a colonnaded arcade, providing a
transitional space for worshippers before entering the prayer hall. The courtyard includes a
central ablution fountain, essential for ritual purification. The complex also housed
educational and charitable institutions, reflecting the mosque’s role as a community center
and a hub of social and religious life.

Legacy and Influence in Art History

Impact on Ottoman Architecture

The Mosque of Selim Il represents a pinnacle of Ottoman architectural achievement and
influenced subsequent mosque designs throughout the empire. Mimar Sinan’s innovative
structural techniques and aesthetic principles set new standards for mosque construction.
The balance between monumental scale and intricate detail became a defining
characteristic of later Ottoman architecture.

Recognition in AP Art History and Beyond

In the context of AP Art History, the Mosque of Selim Il is studied as a critical example of
Islamic architecture that integrates religious function, engineering innovation, and artistic
expression. Its inclusion in the curriculum highlights its importance in understanding the
cultural and historical developments of the Ottoman Empire and Islamic art traditions. The
mosque continues to be analyzed for its architectural mastery and its role in the broader
narrative of world art history.

e Commissioned by Sultan Selim Il during the Ottoman Empire’s peak
e Designed by chief architect Mimar Sinan

e Features a large central dome supported by an innovative octagonal system



e Interior decorated with Iznik tiles and Quranic calligraphy

e Six towering minarets defining the skyline

e Serves as both a religious and social complex

e Significant influence on later Ottoman mosque architecture

e Important subject in AP Art History for Islamic architectural study

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the architect of the Mosque of Selim 1I?

The Mosque of Selim Il was designed by the famous Ottoman architect Mimar Sinan.

What is the historical significance of the Mosque of
Selim Il in AP Art History?

The Mosque of Selim 1l is significant for its architectural innovation, representing the
pinnacle of Ottoman mosque design and showcasing the mastery of Mimar Sinan in
combining structural engineering with aesthetic beauty.

What architectural features distinguish the Mosque of
Selim 1I?

The Mosque of Selim Il is distinguished by its large central dome, slender minarets,
extensive use of Iznik tiles, and a harmonious interior that emphasizes light and
spaciousness.

Where is the Mosque of Selim Il located?

The Mosque of Selim Il is located in Edirne, Turkey.

How does the Mosque of Selim Il reflect Islamic art and
architecture principles?

The Mosque of Selim 1l reflects Islamic art and architecture principles through its emphasis
on geometric patterns, calligraphy, and aniconism, as well as its use of domes and minarets
to express spiritual and communal functions.



Additional Resources

1. The Mosque of Selim II: Architecture and Symbolism in Ottoman Art

This book offers an in-depth analysis of the Mosque of Selim Il, exploring its architectural
innovations and symbolic meanings within the context of Ottoman art history. It examines
the work of architect Mimar Sinan and how the mosque represents a pinnacle of classical
Ottoman architecture. Detailed illustrations and photographs complement the scholarly
discussion.

2. Mimar Sinan and the Ottoman Architectural Legacy

Focusing on the life and works of the chief Ottoman architect Mimar Sinan, this book
highlights the Mosque of Selim Il as one of his masterpieces. It discusses Sinan’s design
philosophies and how his buildings reflect the cultural and religious values of the Ottoman
Empire. The book also places the mosque within the broader development of Islamic
architecture.

3. Ottoman Mosques: Art and Architecture in the Age of Sinan

This publication surveys major Ottoman mosques, with a significant section dedicated to
the Mosque of Selim IlI. It contextualizes the mosque’s design features, such as its massive
dome and intricate tile work, within the broader artistic trends of the 16th century. The text
provides insights into the mosque’s role in both religious practice and political symbolism.

4. The Art and Architecture of Islamic Turkey: From Seljuk to Modern

Covering a broad historical period, this book includes a detailed study of the Mosque of
Selim Il as a key example of classical Ottoman architecture. It traces the evolution of
mosque design in Turkey and highlights Sinan’s contributions. The book also examines
decorative arts and the mosque’s place in the urban fabric of Edirne.

5. Islamic Architecture: Form, Function, and Meaning

This comprehensive volume explores the principles of Islamic architecture with a case study
on the Mosque of Selim Il. It explains how the mosque’s form serves both aesthetic and
functional purposes, blending spiritual symbolism with structural innovation. Rich visual
documentation supports the analysis of architectural elements.

6. The Ottoman Empire and Its Architecture

This book situates the Mosque of Selim Il within the political and cultural context of the
Ottoman Empire’s zenith. It discusses how architecture was used as a tool of imperial
expression and religious devotion. The mosque is featured as a landmark project that
epitomizes the empire’s architectural ambitions.

7. Sinan: The Grand Architect of the Ottoman Empire

A biographical and analytical study of Mimar Sinan, this book delves into his career and
masterpieces, focusing on the Mosque of Selim Il as a crowning achievement. It details
Sinan’s innovative engineering techniques and his influence on subsequent generations of
architects. The narrative combines historical records with architectural critique.

8. Monuments of Islamic Art and Architecture in Turkey

This guidebook includes the Mosque of Selim Il among Turkey’s most significant Islamic
monuments. It provides historical background, architectural descriptions, and cultural
interpretations. The book is illustrated with photographs and plans to help readers
appreciate the mosque’s design and artistic details.



9. The Dome and Minaret: Ottoman Mosque Architecture Explored

This thematic study focuses on the defining features of Ottoman mosques, such as domes
and minarets, with the Mosque of Selim Il as a primary example. It analyzes the structural
and symbolic significance of these elements, emphasizing Sinan’s innovative approach. The
book offers comparative studies with other Islamic architectural traditions.
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