
morning has broken lyrics hymn
morning has broken lyrics hymn is a beloved Christian hymn that has inspired countless
listeners with its poetic celebration of the dawn and the beauty of creation. Originally
penned as a hymn, the lyrics of "Morning Has Broken" have transcended their religious
roots to become a popular song covered by various artists worldwide. This article explores
the history, meaning, and significance of the morning has broken lyrics hymn, shedding
light on its origins and continued relevance in both religious and secular contexts.
Additionally, the article discusses the hymn’s structure, lyrical themes, and notable
recordings that have contributed to its enduring popularity. Whether examining the poetic
imagery or understanding its place in hymnody, this comprehensive overview provides
valuable insights into the morning has broken lyrics hymn.
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History and Origins of the Morning Has Broken
Hymn

The morning has broken lyrics hymn was originally written by Eleanor Farjeon in 1931.
Farjeon was a notable English author and poet who contributed extensively to children’s
literature and hymnody. The hymn was first published in the hymnbook "Songs of Praise,"
which was a collection aimed at introducing new hymns to church congregations. The
simple yet evocative words of the morning has broken lyrics hymn quickly resonated with
worshippers, emphasizing a fresh start to the day and gratitude for God’s creation.

Background of the Hymnwriter Eleanor Farjeon

Eleanor Farjeon was known for her ability to capture the wonder of everyday life through
poetic language. Her contribution to hymnody was marked by a gentle, uplifting style that
often focused on nature and spirituality. The morning has broken lyrics hymn exemplifies
her talent for combining lyrical beauty with spiritual depth. Farjeon’s work remains
influential, and the hymn continues to be a staple in many Christian worship services.



Publication and Early Reception

Upon its release, the morning has broken lyrics hymn was adopted by various
denominations due to its universal themes and accessible language. The hymn’s focus on
the morning as a symbol of renewal and hope made it particularly popular for morning
worship and special occasions. Over time, it gained recognition beyond church walls,
eventually becoming a cherished piece in secular music circles.

Analysis of the Lyrics and Themes

The morning has broken lyrics hymn is celebrated for its vivid imagery and thematic
richness. It draws on the natural world to express spiritual truths, making it a powerful
example of nature poetry within hymnody. The lyrics emphasize the freshness of a new
day, symbolizing both physical and spiritual renewal. This section delves into the key
themes and literary devices found in the hymn’s lyrics.

Imagery of Nature and Renewal

The hymn opens with a direct reference to the dawn, portraying morning as a time of new
beginnings. Phrases like “fresh like the first dewfall” and “sweet the rain’s new fall” evoke
sensory experiences that connect the listener to the natural world. This imagery serves as a
metaphor for spiritual awakening and the continuous cycle of life.

Spiritual Significance and Gratitude

The morning has broken lyrics hymn expresses gratitude for God’s creation and the gift of
life. The lyrics celebrate the Creator’s handiwork, encouraging worshippers to acknowledge
the divine presence in everyday moments. The hymn’s tone is one of joyful praise and
reverence, fostering a sense of connection between humanity and the divine.

Structure and Poetic Devices

The hymn’s structure consists of multiple stanzas that follow a consistent rhyme scheme,
enhancing its memorability and singability. Literary devices such as alliteration, repetition,
and personification enrich the text. For example, the personification of the “sweet the rain’s
new fall” brings the natural elements to life, reinforcing the theme of renewal.



Musical Composition and Notable Recordings

The musical setting of the morning has broken lyrics hymn has played a crucial role in its
popularity. The melody commonly associated with the hymn is the traditional Scottish
Gaelic tune “Bunessan.” This lilting, simple melody complements the gentle and hopeful
message of the lyrics. The combination of Farjeon’s words and the “Bunessan” tune has
made the hymn accessible and beloved across various musical traditions.

The Tune "Bunessan"

“Bunessan” is a traditional Scottish melody named after a village on the Isle of Mull. Its
origins date back to folk music traditions, which adds a folk-like quality to the hymn. The
tune’s simplicity makes it easy for congregations to learn and sing, contributing to the
hymn’s widespread use in worship settings.

Famous Recordings and Adaptations

One of the most famous adaptations of the morning has broken lyrics hymn was by Cat
Stevens in 1971. Stevens’ rendition brought the hymn to international attention, blending
folk-rock elements with the traditional hymn lyrics. This version introduced the hymn to a
broader audience, often being played on radio stations and featured in popular media.

Original church choir renditions

Cat Stevens’ folk-rock adaptation

Instrumental versions for piano and guitar

Choral arrangements in contemporary worship music

Significance in Religious and Popular Culture

The morning has broken lyrics hymn occupies a unique position at the intersection of
religious devotion and popular culture. Its message of hope and renewal resonates with
diverse audiences, making it a hymn that transcends denominational boundaries. The hymn
is often used in morning worship services, special religious ceremonies, and even secular
events celebrating new beginnings.



Use in Worship and Liturgy

Within Christian worship, the morning has broken lyrics hymn is valued for its uplifting
message and suitability for morning prayer. Many churches include it as part of their
regular hymn rotation, especially during services focused on creation, thanksgiving, or
renewal. It is also a popular choice for Easter morning services due to its themes of
resurrection and new life.

Presence in Popular Media and Events

Beyond the church, the hymn’s melody and lyrics have been featured in films, television
programs, and public ceremonies. Its association with beginnings and hope makes it an
appropriate selection for graduations, memorials, and community gatherings. The hymn’s
ability to evoke a sense of peace and optimism contributes to its enduring relevance.

Common Interpretations and Usage

Interpreters of the morning has broken lyrics hymn often highlight its dual focus on nature
and spirituality. The hymn’s appeal lies in its ability to speak to the human experience of
renewal, whether in a religious or secular context. This section outlines common ways the
hymn is understood and utilized today.

Symbolism of the Dawn

The dawn in the morning has broken lyrics hymn symbolizes more than just the start of the
day; it represents hope, fresh opportunities, and divine presence. This symbolism is a
central reason why the hymn has remained meaningful across generations.

Educational and Inspirational Uses

The hymn is also used in educational settings to teach about poetry, music, and spirituality.
Its simple yet profound lyrics make it an excellent resource for discussing themes of
gratitude, nature, and faith. Inspirational use of the hymn extends to meditation, reflection,
and personal devotion.

Morning worship and daily devotion1.

Music education and choir practice2.



Cultural and community events3.

Therapeutic and meditative contexts4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the hymn 'Morning Has Broken'
lyrics?
The lyrics of 'Morning Has Broken' were written by English author Eleanor Farjeon in 1931.
The hymn was originally a poem celebrating the beauty of a new day.

What is the main theme of the hymn 'Morning Has
Broken'?
The main theme of 'Morning Has Broken' is the celebration of the new day and the beauty
of creation, expressing gratitude for the fresh start and the wonders of nature.

Are the lyrics of 'Morning Has Broken' based on a
traditional hymn?
No, the lyrics of 'Morning Has Broken' are not based on a traditional hymn but were written
as a new poem by Eleanor Farjeon and later set to the traditional Gaelic tune 'Bunessan'.

Who popularized the hymn 'Morning Has Broken' with
their musical rendition?
Cat Stevens popularized 'Morning Has Broken' in 1971 with his folk-rock rendition, which
brought the hymn widespread recognition beyond church settings.

What is the significance of the tune 'Bunessan' in
'Morning Has Broken'?
The tune 'Bunessan' is a traditional Scottish Gaelic melody to which the lyrics of 'Morning
Has Broken' were set. Its gentle and uplifting melody complements the hymn's theme of
morning and new beginnings.

Can the lyrics of 'Morning Has Broken' be used in
worship services?
Yes, the lyrics of 'Morning Has Broken' are commonly used in Christian worship services as
a hymn of praise and thanksgiving for the gift of a new day.



Are there different versions of the 'Morning Has Broken'
lyrics?
While the original lyrics by Eleanor Farjeon remain the most popular, some hymnals may
have slight variations or additional verses, but the core message and wording generally
remain consistent.

Additional Resources
1. "Morning Has Broken: The Story Behind the Hymn"
This book delves into the history and origins of the beloved hymn "Morning Has Broken." It
explores the life of the hymn's author, Eleanor Farjeon, and how the song became a
timeless piece cherished by many. Readers will gain insight into the cultural and spiritual
significance of the lyrics.

2. "Songs of Praise: Exploring Christian Hymns and Their Lyrics"
A comprehensive guide to some of the most popular Christian hymns, including "Morning
Has Broken." The book analyzes the poetic and theological meanings embedded within the
lyrics, giving readers a deeper appreciation of these spiritual songs. It also highlights the
impact these hymns have had on worship practices worldwide.

3. "The Language of Hymns: Poetry and Devotion in Morning Has Broken"
This work examines the poetic devices and lyrical beauty of "Morning Has Broken" and
other hymns. It discusses how language is used to evoke a sense of reverence and
connection to nature and the divine. Ideal for readers interested in the literary aspects of
sacred music.

4. "Morning Has Broken: Reflections on Faith and Nature"
Combining themes of spirituality and the natural world, this book reflects on the imagery
presented in the hymn's lyrics. It encourages readers to find inspiration and renewal in the
morning light and the wonders of creation. The author provides meditative essays perfect
for personal devotion.

5. "Hymns of the Heart: The Emotional Power of Morning Has Broken"
This book explores the emotional resonance of "Morning Has Broken" and similar hymns. It
discusses how music and lyrics can uplift the soul, provide comfort, and inspire hope.
Through personal stories and theological reflections, the author highlights the hymn's
enduring appeal.

6. "Eleanor Farjeon and the Making of Morning Has Broken"
A detailed biography of Eleanor Farjeon, focusing on her contribution to hymnody. The book
traces her creative process in writing "Morning Has Broken" and her broader literary career.
It offers readers a glimpse into the life of a significant yet often overlooked figure in hymn
history.

7. "From Hymn to Song: The Adaptation of Morning Has Broken in Popular Music"
This book tracks the journey of "Morning Has Broken" from a traditional hymn to a popular
music hit, notably performed by Cat Stevens. It examines the cultural crossover and how
the song's message reached a wider audience. Musicologists and fans alike will appreciate



the analysis of this transformation.

8. "The Spirituality of Daybreak: Morning Has Broken and Morning Prayers"
Focusing on the spiritual practices associated with morning time, this book includes
"Morning Has Broken" as a central piece. It offers prayers, meditations, and reflections
designed to start the day with mindfulness and gratitude. The hymn’s lyrics serve as a
foundation for exploring new beginnings and hope.

9. "Hymnody and Heritage: The Legacy of Morning Has Broken in Worship"
An exploration of how "Morning Has Broken" has been incorporated into various worship
traditions across denominations. The book highlights the hymn's role in shaping modern
Christian worship and its influence on hymn writing today. It also features interviews with
worship leaders and theologians.
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