
moorish science temple of america inc

moorish science temple of america inc is a religious organization founded in the early 20th century that

has played a significant role in the cultural and spiritual identity of African Americans. Established by

Noble Drew Ali, the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc emphasizes the Moorish heritage of

African Americans and promotes teachings that blend elements of Islam, mysticism, and self-

empowerment. This article explores the history, beliefs, organizational structure, and cultural impact of

the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc. Additionally, it examines the temple’s influence on African

American religious movements and its contemporary relevance. Readers will gain a comprehensive

understanding of the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc and its place within the broader context

of American religious and social history.
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History of the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc was founded in 1913 by Noble Drew Ali, born Timothy

Drew. The organization emerged during a period of intense racial discrimination and social upheaval in



the United States, particularly within African American communities. Noble Drew Ali sought to create a

spiritual movement that would restore a sense of identity, pride, and empowerment by reconnecting

African Americans with their purported Moorish heritage. The temple combined Islamic teachings with

elements of Christianity, mysticism, and esoteric knowledge, forming a unique religious framework.

Founding and Early Development

Noble Drew Ali’s teachings were initially disseminated through pamphlets and public lectures,

attracting a growing membership primarily in urban centers such as Chicago, Detroit, and New York.

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc was officially incorporated in 1928, formalizing its

structure and expanding its reach. The organization faced opposition from mainstream religious groups

and law enforcement, yet it continued to grow and influence African American communities throughout

the 20th century.

Historical Context

The establishment of the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc coincided with the Harlem

Renaissance and other movements aimed at redefining African American identity. By emphasizing a

Moorish, rather than solely African, lineage, the temple offered an alternative narrative that challenged

prevailing racial categorizations and promoted dignity and self-determination. This historical context is

crucial to understanding the temple’s enduring significance.

Core Beliefs and Teachings

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc espouses a set of beliefs that blend Islamic principles

with distinct interpretations and cultural elements. Central to its doctrine is the assertion that African



Americans are descendants of the Moors, an ancient North African people with a rich cultural and

religious heritage. This heritage is seen as a source of spiritual and moral guidance.

Identity and Nationality

Members of the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc are encouraged to identify themselves as

"Moorish Americans," a nationality that transcends conventional racial definitions. This identity is

intended to foster unity and pride among African Americans by linking them to a historical civilization

renowned for its advancements in science, art, and governance.

Spiritual Teachings and Practices

The temple teaches a syncretic form of Islam, incorporating elements from the Quran alongside unique

scriptures such as the "Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple of America," authored by Noble

Drew Ali. Rituals include prayer, meditation, and the use of symbolic colors and garments. The

teachings emphasize moral conduct, self-knowledge, and service to humanity.

Legal and Political Philosophy

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc also promotes a legal philosophy based on the assertion

of Moorish nationality and sovereignty. Members often engage in practices related to reclaiming their

rights through the use of specific identification documents and legal declarations. This aspect has been

both influential and controversial in broader legal and social contexts.



Organizational Structure and Practices

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc operates through a hierarchical structure designed to

maintain doctrinal consistency and community support. The organization includes local temples,

regional divisions, and a national leadership council. This structure facilitates the coordination of

religious services, educational programs, and social activities.

Leadership and Membership

Leadership roles within the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc include titles such as Supreme

Grand Sheik and Grand Sheik, reflecting the organization's cultural and religious heritage. Members

are initiated through ceremonies that affirm their commitment to the temple’s teachings. The

community fosters a strong sense of belonging and shared purpose.

Religious Ceremonies and Events

Regular gatherings include weekly services, lectures, and special ceremonies commemorating

important dates related to Moorish history and Noble Drew Ali’s legacy. These events serve to educate

members, strengthen communal bonds, and reinforce spiritual discipline.

Educational and Social Programs

The temple offers various programs aimed at promoting literacy, economic empowerment, and cultural

awareness within African American communities. These initiatives align with the organization’s broader

mission of uplifting its members through knowledge and self-reliance.



Cultural and Social Impact

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc has had a profound cultural and social impact since its

inception. It contributed to the development of African American religious identity by introducing a

distinctive narrative of heritage and spirituality. The temple’s influence extends beyond religion into

areas of civil rights, legal theory, and cultural expression.

Influence on African American Islam

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc is considered a precursor to other African American

Islamic movements, including the Nation of Islam. Its teachings helped lay the groundwork for a

broader acceptance of Islam as a source of identity and empowerment within African American

communities.

Legal and Sovereignty Movements

Some members and offshoot groups have adopted legal strategies based on Moorish nationality

claims to challenge governmental authority and assert individual rights. While these movements have

generated controversy, they reflect the temple’s enduring emphasis on sovereignty and self-

determination.

Contributions to Arts and Culture

The temple's emphasis on Moorish history and symbolism has inspired artistic expressions in music,

literature, and visual arts. This cultural legacy contributes to a richer understanding of African American

heritage and identity.



Contemporary Relevance and Challenges

Today, the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc continues to function as a religious and cultural

institution, adapting to contemporary social dynamics while maintaining its foundational teachings. The

organization faces challenges related to membership retention, public perception, and internal

governance.

Modern Membership and Outreach

The temple actively seeks to engage younger generations through community programs, digital media,

and educational outreach. Efforts to modernize its image and expand its membership base are

ongoing, reflecting the need to remain relevant in a changing social landscape.

Legal and Social Controversies

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc has occasionally been associated with legal disputes

involving citizenship claims and sovereignty arguments. These controversies highlight the complex

relationship between the temple’s philosophies and established legal frameworks.

Future Directions

As the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc moves forward, it aims to balance tradition with

innovation. Emphasizing education, community development, and spiritual growth remains central to its

mission, ensuring its continued influence within African American religious and cultural spheres.



Key Principles of the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc is guided by several foundational principles that shape its

teachings and practices. These principles serve to unify members and provide a framework for

personal and communal development.

Recognition of Moorish Identity: Affirming African Americans as Moors to reclaim historical and

cultural heritage.

Spiritual Enlightenment: Embracing Islamic teachings and mystical knowledge to foster moral

and spiritual growth.

Self-Determination: Encouraging legal and social autonomy through education and activism.

Community Service: Promoting social welfare and upliftment within African American

communities.

Preservation of History: Valuing the legacy of Noble Drew Ali and Moorish civilization as sources

of pride and guidance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc?

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc is a religious organization founded in 1913 by Noble

Drew Ali, promoting the belief that African Americans are of Moorish descent and encouraging pride in

their heritage and Islamic identity.



Who founded the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc?

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc was founded by Noble Drew Ali in 1913.

What are the core beliefs of the Moorish Science Temple of America

Inc?

The core beliefs include the idea that African Americans are descendants of the Moors, that they are

entitled to their own national identity, and that they should adhere to a form of Islam inspired by Noble

Drew Ali’s teachings.

Where is the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc headquartered?

The Moorish Science Temple of America Inc is headquartered in the United States, with its main

offices traditionally located in Chicago, Illinois.

How does the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc differ from

mainstream Islam?

While it incorporates elements of Islam, the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc has distinct

teachings, rituals, and historical perspectives unique to its founder Noble Drew Ali and focuses on

African American identity and heritage.

What is the significance of the term 'Moorish' in the Moorish Science

Temple of America Inc?

The term 'Moorish' refers to the historical Moors, Muslim inhabitants of North Africa and Spain, used

by the Temple to emphasize the African American community's noble and Islamic heritage.

Does the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc have a holy book?

Yes, the Temple uses the 'Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple of America,' a text written by



Noble Drew Ali, which includes elements from the Quran and other religious and philosophical writings.

Is the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc recognized as a

religion?

Yes, the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc is generally recognized as a religious organization

and has been involved in various legal and social contexts as such.

What role does the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc play in

African American history?

The Temple has played an important role in promoting African American self-identity, cultural pride,

and religious independence, influencing later movements focused on black nationalism and Islam.

How can someone join the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc?

Interested individuals can join by contacting a local Moorish Science Temple chapter, participating in

their teachings, and embracing their principles as outlined by the organization.

Additional Resources

1. The Moorish Science Temple: Origins and Legacy

This book explores the founding of the Moorish Science Temple of America Inc., detailing its early

history, key figures such as Noble Drew Ali, and its impact on African American religious and cultural

identity. It examines the movement's unique blend of Islam, mysticism, and nationalism, and how it

shaped the socio-political landscape of the early 20th century. The book also discusses the Temple's

enduring influence on later Afrocentric and Islamic movements in the United States.

2. Noble Drew Ali and the Moorish Science Temple: A Biography

A comprehensive biography of Noble Drew Ali, the founder of the Moorish Science Temple of America.

This text delves into his life, teachings, and the spiritual and cultural philosophy he developed. It



provides insights into his vision for African Americans as Moors and the significance of reclaiming a

Moorish identity in the context of racial and social justice.

3. Identity and Nationhood: The Moorish Science Temple in America

This book analyzes the Moorish Science Temple’s role in shaping African American identity and

notions of nationhood. It focuses on the Temple's teachings about heritage, citizenship, and the

reclamation of history as a means of empowerment. The work also explores the Temple’s legal and

political battles, highlighting its efforts to assert sovereignty and self-determination.

4. Moorish Science Temple and the African American Islamic Experience

Exploring the intersection of Moorish Science Temple teachings and broader African American Islamic

movements, this book provides a historical overview of Islam in the African American community. It

highlights the Temple's unique theological perspectives and its influence on subsequent Muslim

organizations and leaders. The book also discusses the challenges and controversies faced by the

Temple within the wider Islamic world.

5. Symbols and Scriptures of the Moorish Science Temple

This work focuses on the religious texts, symbols, and rituals central to the Moorish Science Temple of

America. It explains the significance of the Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple, the use of the

five-pointed star, and other emblematic elements. The book offers a detailed reading of the Temple’s

scripture and its role in shaping the group’s spiritual practices.

6. The Moorish Science Temple in the Context of Black Nationalism

Placing the Moorish Science Temple within the broader spectrum of Black nationalist movements, this

book explores its contribution to African American empowerment and cultural revival. It compares the

Temple’s ideology with other contemporaneous movements such as the Nation of Islam and Marcus

Garvey’s UNIA. The text also discusses the Temple’s political activism and community-building efforts.

7. Legal Battles and Sovereignty Claims of the Moorish Science Temple

This book documents the Moorish Science Temple’s legal struggles, particularly its claims to sovereign

status and citizenship rights. It provides case studies of court rulings and legal controversies involving



Temple members. The book examines the implications of these legal battles for religious freedom,

identity politics, and state authority.

8. Community and Worship: Life Inside the Moorish Science Temple

Offering an ethnographic perspective, this book captures the day-to-day religious practices, community

gatherings, and social life within the Moorish Science Temple. It highlights how members maintain their

cultural heritage and religious identity through worship, education, and mutual support. The book also

discusses the role of the Temple in fostering a sense of belonging and pride among its adherents.

9. The Moorish Science Temple and Its Influence on Contemporary Afrocentric Movements

This work traces the lasting impact of the Moorish Science Temple on modern Afrocentric and Pan-

Africanist movements. It explores how the Temple’s teachings continue to inspire cultural revival,

political activism, and spiritual exploration among African Americans. The book also examines the

ways in which contemporary groups adapt and reinterpret the Temple’s doctrines to address current

social issues.
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