MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST

MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST HAS BECOME A FOCAL POINT IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT EDUCATION, PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND
CENSORSHIP IN AMERICAN SCHOOLS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE ORIGINS AND IMPACT OF THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY
ORGANIZATION AND THEIR ROLE IN COMPILING LISTS OF BOOKS THEY SEEK TO RESTRICT OR REMOVE FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES.
UNDERSTANDING THE MOTIVATIONS BEHIND THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO BROADER
DEBATES ON EDUCATIONAL CONTENT, FREEDOM OF SPEECH, AND COMMUNITY STANDARDS. THE ARTICLE ALSO EXAMINES SPECIFIC
TITLES COMMONLY TARGETED, THE CRITERIA FOR INCLUSION, AND THE RESPONSES FROM EDUCATORS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES
ADVOCATES. BY ANALYZING THESE DIMENSIONS, READERS GAIN A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF HOW THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED
BOOK LIST SHAPES THE CONVERSATION AROUND LITERATURE ACCESS IN PUBLIC EDUCATION. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL
DETAIL THE BACKGROUND OF MOMS FOR LIBERTY/ THE NATURE OF THE BANNED BOOK LIST, THE TYPES OF BOOKS INVOLVED, AND
THE SOCIETAL IMPLICATIONS OF THESE ACTIONS.
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BACKGROUND OF MOMS FOR LIBERTY

MoMs FOR LIBERTY IS A GRASSROOTS ORGANIZATION FOUNDED IN 202 1, PRIMARILY COMPOSED OF PARENTS AND COMMUNITY
MEMBERS ADVOCATING FOR INCREASED PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN PUBLIC EDUCATION. THE GROUP FOCUSES ON PROMOTING
TRANSPARENCY IN SCHOOL CURRICULA AND OPPOSING EDUCATIONAL CONTENT THEY PERCEIVE AS INAPPROPRIATE OR
POLITICALLY BIASED. THEIR EFFORTS HAVE RAPIDLY EXPANDED NATIONW/IDE, INFLUENCING SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS AND
EDUCATIONAL POLICIES. ONE OF THEIR MOST CONTROVERSIAL ACTIONS HAS BEEN ADVOCATING FOR THE REMOVAL OF CERTAIN
BOOKS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES, WHICH THEY ARGUE CONTAIN MATERIAL UNSUITABLE FOR CHILDREN. UUNDERSTANDING THE
ORIGINS AND MISSION OF MOMS FOR LIBERTY IS ESSENTIAL TO CONTEXTUALIZE THEIR BANNED BOOK LIST AND ITS ROLE IN
CURRENT EDUCATIONAL DEBATES.

OVERVIEW OF THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED Book LIST

THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST COMPRISES TITLES THAT THE ORGANIZATION BELIEVES SHOULD BE RESTRICTED OR
REMOVED FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES DUE TO CONTENT THEY CONSIDER HARMFUL OR OBJECTIONABLE. THIS LIST IS FREQUENTLY
CITED IN DISCUSSIONS AROUND BOOK BANNING AND CENSORSHIP IN EDUCATION. THE GROUP COMPILES AND DISSEMINATES THESE
LISTS TO MOBILIZE LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND INFLUENCE SCHOOL BOARDS TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST THE INCLUSION OF SPECIFIC
BOOKS. THEIR BANNED BOOK LIST OFTEN TARGETS LITERATURE THAT ADDRESSES TOPICS SUCH AS RACE, GENDER IDENTITY,
SEXUALITY, AND CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES ON AMERICAN HISTORY. THE LIST SERVES BOTH AS A TOOL FOR ADVOCACY AND A
SYMBOL OF ONGOING CULTURAL CONFLICTS SURROUNDING EDUCATION.

PurPose AND GOALS OF THE LIST

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST IS TO INFORM PARENTS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS ABOUT
BOOKS THEY BELIEVE CONTAIN INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT. THE ORGANIZATION AIMS TO EMPOWER PARENTS TO HAVE A SAY IN



WHAT THEIR CHILDREN ARE EXPOSED TO IN SCHOOLS. BY PUBLICIZING THE LIST, MoMS FOR LIBERTY SEEKS TO GENERATE
SUPPORT FOR REMOVING THESE BOOKS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES, ARGUING THAT SUCH CONTENT CAN NEGATIVELY INFLUENCE OR
CONFUSE YOUNG READERS. THE BANNED BOOK LIST ALSO FUNCTIONS AS PART OF A LARGER STRATEGY TO SHAPE EDUCATIONAL
POLICIES AND PROMOTE CONSERVATIVE VALUES IN PUBLIC SCHOOLING.

CoMMONLY T ARGETED Books AND THEMES

THE BOOKS ON THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST TEND TO SHARE COMMON THEMES THAT PROVOKE CONTROVERSY
AMONG CERTAIN PARENT GROUPS. THESE INCLUDE NARRATIVES INVOLVING LGBTQ+ CHARACTERS OR THEMES, DISCUSSIONS OF
SYSTEMIC RACISM AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, SEXUALLY EXPLICIT CONTENT, AND MATERIALS ADDRESSING GENDER IDENTITY. MANY OF
THE TARGETED BOOKS ARE WORKS OF FICTION, YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE, OR NONFICTION THAT CHALLENGE TRADITIONAL
VIEWPOINTS OR INCLUDE DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES.

ExAMPLES OF FREQUENTLY CHALLENGED TITLES

GENDER (QUEER BY MAIA KOBABE

ALL Boys ARen’T BLUE BY GEORGE M. JOHNSON

THe HATE U GIveY ANGIE THOMAS

LAwN Boy BY JONATHAN EvisoN

STAMPED: RACISM, ANTIRACISM, AND YOU BY JASON REYNOLDS AND [BRAM X. KENDI

THESE BOOKS HAVE BEEN CRITICIZED BY MOMS FOR LIBERTY FOR CONTAINING CONTENT THEY CONSIDER EXPLICIT OR
IDEOLOGICALLY OBJECTIONABLE. THE SELECTION REFLECTS BROADER CULTURAL DEBATES ON INCLUSION, REPRESENTATION, AND
THE BOUNDARIES OF AGE-APPROPRIATE MATERIAL.

CRITERIA AND PROCESS FOR Book REMOVAL

MoMs FOR LIBERTY EMPLOYS SPECIFIC CRITERIA WHEN IDENTIFYING BOOKS FOR THEIR BANNED BOOK LIST. THE ORGANIZATION
EMPHASIZES CONTENT THEY VIEW AS SEXUALLY EXPLICIT, PROMOTING PARTICULAR POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES, OR CONFLICTING
WITH THEIR VALUES REGARDING FAMILY AND EDUCATION. THE PROCESS OFTEN INVOLVES GRASSROOTS CAMPAIGNS WHERE
PARENTS RAISE CONCERNS AT SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS, INITIATE PETITIONS, OR REQUEST FORMAL REVIEWS OF LIBRARY
COLLECTIONS. THE ORGANIZATION PROVIDES RESOURCES AND GUIDANCE TO FACILITATE THESE EFFORTS, INCLUDING SAMPLE
LETTERS AND TALKING POINTS. SCHOOL DISTRICTS THEN FACE PRESSURE TO EVALUATE CHALLENGED BOOKS AND DECIDE
WHETHER TO RESTRICT ACCESS OR REMOVE THEM ENTIRELY.

TypicaL GROUNDS FOR CHALLENGES

¢ SEXUAL CONTENT DEEMED INAPPROPRIATE FOR MINORS
e MATERIAL ADDRESSING LGBTQ+ IDENTITIES OR RELATIONSHIPS

DISCUSSIONS OF RACE AND SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION

PERCEIVED POLITICAL BIAS OR IDEOLOGICAL INDOCTRINATION

® | ANGUAGE OR THEMES CONSIDERED VULGAR OR OFFENSIVE



THESE GROUNDS OFTEN OVERLAP AND CONTRIBUTE TO DISPUTES OVER EDUCATIONAL CONTENT, HIGHLIGHTING TENSIONS
BET\WEEN FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND COMMUNITY STANDARDS IN SCHOOLS.

ResPoNSES FROM EDUCATORS AND CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS

THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST HAS PROMPTED SIGNIFICANT REACTIONS FROM EDUCATORS, LIBRARIANS, AND CIVIL
RIGHTS ADVOCATES WHO EMPHASIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM AND ACCESS TO DIVERSE LITERATURE. MANY
ARGUE THAT REMOVING BOOKS RESTRICTS STUDENTS' ABILITY TO EXPLORE DIFFERENT VIEWPOINTS AND UNDERMINES
EDUCATIONAL GOALS. ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION HAVE CONDEMNED BOOK BANS AS A
THREAT TO DEMOCRACY AND EDUCATIONAL EQUITY. EDUCATORS OFTEN EMPHASIZE THE VALUE OF GUIDED DISCUSSIONS
AROUND CHALLENGING TOPICS RATHER THAN OUTRIGHT CENSORSHIP. IN RESPONSE TO MOMS FOR LIBERTY’S CAMPAIGNS, SOME
SCHOOL DISTRICTS HAVE ADOPTED MORE TRANSPARENT REVIEW PROCESSES AND REAFFIRMED COMMITMENTS TO MAINTAINING
DIVERSE COLLECTIONS.

ADVOCACY FOR INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

OPPONENTS OF THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST ADVOCATE FOR POLICIES THAT PROTECT STUDENTS’ RIGHTS TO
ACCESS A WIDE RANGE OF LITERATURE. THEY STRESS THE EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS OF ENGAGING WITH COMPLEX SOCIAL ISSUES
THROUGH BOOKS AND WARN THAT CENSORSHIP CAN MARGINALIZE MINORITY VOICES. THESE ADVOCATES ENCOURAGE
COMMUNITY DIALOGUE AND COLLABORATION TO ADDRESS CONCERNS WITHOUT RESTRICTING MATERIALS. THE DEBATE
CONTINUES AS SCHOOLS BALANCE PARENTAL INPUT WITH PROFESSIONAL EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS AND LEGAL PROTECTIONS
FOR FREE SPEECH.

IMPACT ON STUDENTS AND EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS

THE PRESENCE OF THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST AND RELATED BOOK REMOVAL EFFORTS HAVE TANGIBLE EFFECTS ON
STUDENTS AND SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTS. RESTRICTING ACCESS TO CERTAIN BOOKS CAN LIMIT STUDENTS’ EXPOSURE TO DIVERSE
PERSPECTIVES AND INHIBIT CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS. FOR SOME STUDENTS, ESPECIALLY THOSE FROM MARGINALIZED
COMMUNITIES, THE REMOVAL OF AFFIRMING LITERATURE CAN CONTRIBUTE TO FEELINGS OF EXCLUSION OR INVISIBILITY.
CONVEESELY/ PROPONENTS ARGUE THAT PROTECTING CHILDREN FROM CERTAIN CONTENT SUPPORTS PARENTAL RIGHTS AND
COMMUNITY VALUES. THE ONGOING DISPUTES INFLUENCE THE ATMOSPHERE OF SCHOOLS, AFFECTING TEACHER AUTONOMY AND
THE AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES.

EFFECTS ON STUDENT LEARNING AND WELL-BEING

® REDUCED ACCESS TO DIVERSE NARRATIVES AND EXPERIENCES

® POTENTIAL CENSORSHIP OF MINORITY VOICES AND STORIES

e CHALLENGES TO ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

® HEIGHTENED TENSIONS AMONG PARENTS, EDUCATORS, AND ADMINISTRATORS
® |MPLICATIONS FOR STUDENTS’ SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

BALANCING THESE IMPACTS REQUIRES CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF EDUCATIONAL GOALS, COMMUNITY VALUES, AND STUDENT
NEEDS IN MANAGING SCHOOL LIBRARY COLLECTIONS AND CURRICULA.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE ‘MoMs FOR LIBERTY' BANNED BOOK LIST?

THe ‘MoMs For LIBERTY' BANNED BOOK LIST IS A COMPILATION OF BOOKS THAT THE ORGANIZATION MOMS FOR LIBERTY HAS
SOUGHT TO REMOVE OR RESTRICT FROM SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES, OFTEN DUE TO OBJECTIONS OVER CONTENT RELATED TO RACE,
SEXUALITY, OR POLITICS.

\WHY HAS MOMS FOR LIBERTY TARGETED CERTAIN BOOKS FOR BANNING?

MoMs FOR LIBERTY TARGETS BOOKS THEY BELIEVE CONTAIN INAPPROPRIATE MATERIAL FOR CHILDREN, INCLUDING TOPICS ON
SEXUALITY, RACE, AND CRITICAL RACE THEORY, AIMING TO PROTECT CHILDREN FROM CONTENT THEY CONSIDER HARMFUL OR
AGE-INAPPROPRIATE.

W HICH TYPES OF BOOKS COMMONLY APPEAR ON THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK
LIST?

BooOKS FEATURING LGBTQ+ THEMES, RACIAL JUSTICE TOPICS, AND DISCUSSIONS ABOUT AMERICAN HISTORY AND SOCIAL
ISSUES ARE FREQUENTLY INCLUDED ON THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST.

How HAVE SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES RESPONDED TO THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED
BOOK LIST?

RESPONSES VARY, SOME SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES HAVE REMOVED OR RESTRICTED ACCESS TO THE LISTED BOOKS, WHILE OTHERS
HAVE RESISTED CENSORSHIP EFFORTS, EMPHASIZING INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM AND THE IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES.

WHAT IMPACT HAS THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST HAD ON STUDENTS AND
EDUCATORS?

THE LIST HAS SPARKED DEBATES ABOUT CENSORSHIP, ACADEMIC FREEDOM, AND INCLUSIVITY, WITH SOME STUDENTS AND
EDUCATORS FEELING THEIR ACCESS TO DIVERSE LITERATURE IS BEING LIMITED, WHILE OTHERS SUPPORT THE RESTRICTIONS AS
PROTECTING CHILDREN.

ARE ALL BOOKS ON THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY BANNED BOOK LIST OFFICIALLY BANNED BY
LAW?

NOI NOT ALL BOOKS ON THE LIST ARE OFFICIALLY BANNED BY LAW, MANY ARE CHALLENGED OR REMOVED AT THE LOCAL
SCHOOL OR DISTRICT LEVEL BASED ON DECISIONS INFLUENCED BY THE ORGANIZATION'S ADVOCACY.

How CAN PARENTS AND EDUCATORS FIND OUT IF A BOOK IS ON THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY
BANNED BOOK LIST?

PARENTS AND EDUCATORS CAN VISIT THE MOMS FOR LIBERTY OFFICIAL WEBSITE OR FOLLOW THEIR SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS,
WHERE THE ORGANIZATION OFTEN PUBLISHES LISTS OF BOOKS THEY RECOMMEND FOR REMOVAL OR REVIEW.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. To KiLL A MockinGBIRD BY HARPER LEE

THIS CLASSIC NOVEL EXPLORES THEMES OF RACIAL INJUSTICE AND MORAL GROWTH THROUGH THE EYES OF SCOUT FINCH, A
YOUNG GIRL IN THE SEGREGATED SOUTH. THE STORY FEATURES ATTICUS FINCH, HER FATHER, WHO SERVES AS A MORAL HERO
AND SINGLE PARENT FIGURE. THE BOOK HAS BEEN CHALLENGED FOR ITS LANGUAGE AND DEPICTION OF RACISM, MAKING IT A FOCAL



POINT IN DEBATES ABOUT EDUCATIONAL CONTENT.

2. THE HATE U GIVE BY ANGIE THOMAS

THIS CONTEMPORARY NOVEL ADDRESSES POLICE VIOLENCE AND SYSTEMIC RACISM, TOLD FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF STARR
CARTER, A TEENAGE GIRL BALANCING LIFE BETWEEN HER POOR NEIGHBORHOOD AND A PREDOMINANTLY WHITE PREP SCHOOL. T HE
BOOK HAS BEEN BANNED IN SOME PLACES FOR ITS DEPICTION OF RACIAL ISSUES AND STRONG LANGUAGE. |T ENCOURAGES
DISCUSSIONS ON SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ACTIVISM.

3. GENDER QUEER: A Memoir BY MAIA KoBABE

A GRAPHIC MEMOIR THAT EXPLORES THE AUTHOR'S JOURNEY WITH GENDER IDENTITY AND SELF-DISCOVERY. |T PROVIDES AN
INTIMATE LOOK AT THE CHALLENGES FACED BY LGBTQ+ INDIVIDUALS, PARTICULARLY YOUTH. THE BOOK HAS FACED BANS DUE
TO ITS CANDID DISCUSSION OF GENDER AND SEXUALITY, SPARKING DEBATES ON INCLUSIVITY AND CENSORSHIP.

4. STAMPED: RACISM, ANTIRACISM, AND YOU BY _JASON REYNOLDS AND IBRAM X. KENDI

THIS NONFICTION WORK ADAPTS COMPLEX RACIAL HISTORY AND CONCEPTS FOR YOUNG READERS, ENCOURAGING CRITICAL
THINKING ABOUT RACISM AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. |T HAS BEEN CHALLENGED FOR ITS PORTRAYAL OF SYSTEMIC RACISM AND
PERCEIVED POLITICAL CONTENT. THE BOOK SERVES AS AN EDUCATIONAL TOOL FOR UNDERSTANDING AMERICA’S RACIAL PAST
AND PRESENT.

5. THe BLUEST EYE BY Toni MoRrRISON

MORRISON’S DEBUT NOVEL TELLS THE STORY OF PECOLA BREEDLOVE, A YOUNG AFRICAN AMERICAN GIRL WHO LONGS FOR BLUE
EYES AND SOCIETAL ACCEPTANCE. |T DELVES INTO THEMES OF BEAUTY, IDENTITY, AND TRAUMA WITHIN THE BLACK COMMUNITY.
THE BOOK HAS BEEN BANNED FOR ITS EXPLICIT CONTENT AND SENSITIVE SUBJECT MATTER.

6. FUN HoMe: A FAMILY TRAGICOMIC BY ALISON BECHDEL

A GRAPHIC MEMOIR RECOUNTING BECHDEL’S COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP WITH HER FATHER AND HER OWN COMING OUT AS A LESBIAN.
[T BLENDS HUMOR AND TRAGEDY TO EXPLORE FAMILY DYNAMICS AND IDENTITY. THE BOOK HAS BEEN CHALLENGED FOR LGBT Q-+
CONTENT AND MATURE THEMES.

7. ALL AMERICAN BoYs BY JASON REYNOLDS AND BRENDAN KIELY

THIS NOVEL ALTERNATES PERSPECTIVES BETWEEN TWO HIGH SCHOOL BOYS—ONE BLACK, ONE WHITE——AFTER AN INCIDENT OF
POLICE BRUTALITY. T EXAMINES RACIAL TENSION, PRIVILEGE, AND ALLYSHIP. THE BOOK HAS BEEN BANNED FOR ITS PORTRAYAL
OF POLICE VIOLENCE AND RACIAL ISSUES.

8. LOOKING FOR ALASKA BY JOHN GREEN

A COMING-OF-AGE NOVEL ABOUT A TEENAGE BOY’S EXPERIENCES AT A BOARDING SCHOOL, DEALING WITH LOVE, LOSS, AND
SELF-DISCOVERY. |T HAS BEEN CHALLENGED FOR SEXUAL CONTENT AND LANGUAGE. THE NOVEL EXPLORES THEMES OF GRIEF AND
THE SEARCH FOR MEANING IN ADOLESCENCE.

Q. THE Perks oF BEING A WALLFLOWER BY STEPHEN CHBOSKY
THIS NOVEL FOLLOWS CHARLIE, A SENSITIVE TEENAGER NAVIGATING HIGH SCHOOL, MENTAL HEALTH, AND FRIENDSHIP. |T

ADDRESSES TOPICS LIKE ABUSE, SEXUALITY, AND SUBSTANCE USE. THE BOOK HAS BEEN BANNED IN SOME AREAS DUE TO ITS
MATURE THEMES AND LANGUAGE.
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