modern horizons 2 draft guide

Modern Horizons 2 draft guide serves as a comprehensive resource for Magic: The
Gathering players looking to navigate the intricacies of drafting in this exciting set.
Modern Horizons 2 is unique in that it introduces a host of powerful cards that can
significantly impact gameplay, offering a diverse range of strategies, archetypes, and
synergies. As a draft format, it challenges players to think critically about card selection
and deck building. This guide will explore the key aspects of drafting in Modern Horizons
2, including the best archetypes, card evaluations, and strategic tips to help you succeed.

Understanding Modern Horizons 2

Modern Horizons 2 is designed specifically for the Modern format, which allows players to
build decks using cards from a vast array of Magic sets. This set introduces numerous new
cards, while also reprinting beloved classics. When drafting, players must consider both
the power level of cards and how they fit into the overall strategy of their deck.

Key Features of Modern Horizons 2

Before diving into drafting strategies, it’s essential to understand the unique features of
Modern Horizons 2:

- Dual-Faced Cards: Some cards can transform into a different card, providing flexibility
and additional options during gameplay.

- New Mechanics: This set introduces mechanics such as “Suspend” and “Channel,” which
add new dimensions to deck-building and gameplay.

- Power Level: Many cards are designed with competitive play in mind, meaning that even
common cards can have significant impact.

Drafting Strategies

Drafting is an art form that combines knowledge of cards, understanding of synergies, and
adaptability. Here are several essential strategies to consider while drafting Modern
Horizons 2.

1. Familiarize Yourself with Archetypes

Understanding the available archetypes is crucial for a successful draft. Modern Horizons
2 features several distinct archetypes, each with its own strengths and weaknesses. Here
are some key archetypes to consider:



- Blue-Red (Izzet) Spells: Focused on instants and sorceries, this archetype benefits from
cards that generate card advantage and burn spells.

- White-Black (Orzhov) Lifegain: This archetype revolves around gaining life and using that
life to fuel powerful effects or cards.

- Green-Red (Gruul) Creatures: Emphasizing aggressive creature strategies, this archetype
often includes powerful creatures that can dominate the board early.

- Black-Green (Golgari) Value: This archetype focuses on recursion effects, allowing
players to bring back creatures from the graveyard.

2. Prioritize Powerful Cards

During the draft, it’s vital to prioritize powerful cards, especially those that can define
your deck. Some examples of impactful cards from Modern Horizons 2 include:

- Murktide Regent: A powerful flying creature that can be hard to deal with.

- Grief: An impactful creature that can disrupt your opponent’s hand.

- Solitude: A creature with a powerful enter-the-battlefield effect that can remove threats
from the board.

When evaluating cards, consider their potential impact on the game, as well as how they
fit into your chosen archetype.

3. Pay Attention to Color Balance

Maintaining a balanced mana curve is crucial in Modern Horizons 2 drafts. Strive for a
mix of early game plays and late-game finishers. A typical mana curve might include:

- 1-2 drops: 10-12 cards
- 3-4 drops: 6-8 cards
- 5+ drops: 4-6 cards

Additionally, be mindful of your color commitments. Sticking to two or three colors can
enhance your chances of consistently casting your spells.

4. Adapt to the Draft Environment

Drafting involves not only selecting cards for your deck but also understanding the cards
being drafted by others. Pay attention to the signals from neighboring players. If you
notice that a color is being heavily drafted by your left neighbor, it may be beneficial to
shift your color choices.

- Drafting Signals: Look for cards being passed to you that suggest a specific archetype is
open.

- Cutting Colors: If you are in a color that others are not drafting, you can take advantage
of that by selecting powerful cards from that color.



Card Evaluation

Evaluating cards is a critical skill in drafting. Here are some tips for assessing cards
effectively:

1. Assess Card Synergy

Understanding how cards work together can enhance your deck’s overall performance.
Look for cards that complement one another, such as:

- Creatures that benefit from spells: Cards that synergize with instants or sorceries can
create powerful combinations.

- Life gain and payoffs: In the lifegain archetype, look for cards that gain life and others
that have bonuses for doing so.

2. Consider Flexibility

Cards with multiple uses or those that can fit into different strategies can be incredibly
valuable:

- Dual-Faced Cards: Cards that can transform into a different type can adapt to various
situations.

- Versatile Removal: Spells that can deal with a variety of threats are often better than
narrow removal options.

3. Evaluate the Meta

Understanding the current metagame can also inform your card evaluation. If aggressive
strategies are prevalent, prioritize cards that can stabilize the game, such as:

- Efficient Removal: Cards that can deal with opposing threats effectively.

- High-Toughness Creatures: Creatures that can withstand damage from common
attackers in the format.

Final Preparation for the Draft

As you prepare for a Modern Horizons 2 draft, consider the following steps to help
streamline your experience:

1. Practice Card Evaluation: Familiarize yourself with the set by reviewing top cards
and their interactions.



2. Mock Drafts: Participate in or simulate draft scenarios to hone your skills.

3. Review Archetypes: Understand the strengths and weaknesses of various
archetypes to make informed decisions.

4. Stay Adaptable: Be prepared to shift strategies based on what cards are available
during the draft.

Conclusion

A well-executed draft in Modern Horizons 2 can lead to a powerful and synergistic deck,
maximizing your chances of success in matches. By understanding the key archetypes,
prioritizing powerful cards, maintaining color balance, and adapting to the drafting
environment, you can enhance your drafting skills. With practice and experience, you’ll be
able to navigate the complexities of Modern Horizons 2 drafts and emerge victorious.
Whether you're a seasoned player or new to the format, this Modern Horizons 2 draft
guide equips you with the tools you need to succeed. Happy drafting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Modern Horizons 2 and how does it affect draft
formats?

Modern Horizons 2 is a Magic: The Gathering set designed specifically for the Modern
format, featuring new cards and reprints. It introduces unique mechanics and powerful
cards that can significantly influence draft strategies.

What are the key strategies for drafting in Modern
Horizons 2?

Key strategies include understanding the set's mechanics (like Evoke and Channel),
prioritizing powerful uncommons and rares, and being flexible with your color choices to
adapt to the draft.

Which archetypes are popular in Modern Horizons 2
drafts?

Popular archetypes include Elementals, Affinity, and various tribal synergies such as
Spirits and Goblins, each with their own strengths and strategies.



How do I evaluate cards for a draft in Modern Horizons
27

Evaluate cards based on their mana cost, synergies with other cards, and their impact on
the game. Consider the overall power level and versatility of cards to make informed
choices.

Are there any standout cards to prioritize in Modern
Horizons 2 drafts?

Standout cards include 'Ragavan, Nimble Pilferer', 'Murktide Regent’, and 'Prismatic
Ending', as they offer strong effects and can fit into multiple archetypes.

How important is mana fixing in Modern Horizons 2
drafts?

Mana fixing is crucial, especially given the multicolor nature of the set. Cards like
‘Terramorphic Expanse' and 'Fabled Passage' can help ensure smooth mana curves.

Should I focus on creature or spell-based strategies in
Modern Horizons 2 drafts?

It depends on your archetype; however, a balanced approach is often best. Creature-heavy
decks can dominate the board, while spell-based strategies can provide answers and
disruption.

What role does card synergy play in Modern Horizons 2
drafts?

Card synergy is vital in Modern Horizons 2 drafts. Building around synergies can enhance
your deck's power significantly, making it more cohesive and effective.

How do I adjust my draft strategy based on my seat in
the draft pod?

Be aware of what colors your neighbors are drafting. If you notice a color is being heavily
drafted, it may be wise to shift to a different color or archetype to avoid competition.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when
drafting Modern Horizons 2?

Common mistakes include overcommitting to a single color too early, ignoring the
importance of mana fixing, and undervaluing the power of uncommons and commons in
the set.
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