MODERN HISTORY OF HAWAII

MoDERN HISTORY OF HAW AII HAS BEEN MARKED BY SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATIONS AND CHALLENGES, REFLECTING THE BROADER
CHANGES IN AMERICAN SOCIETY AND GLOBAL POLITICS. THE ISLANDS, KNOWN FOR THEIR STUNNING LANDSCAPES AND RICH
CULTURAL HERITAGE, HAVE EXPERIENCED A TUMULTUOUS JOURNEY FROM A SOVEREIGN KINGDOM TO A U.S. sTATE. THIS
ARTICLE EXPLORES THE PIVOTAL EVENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS IN HAWAII'S MODERN HISTORY, FOCUSING ON THE LATE 19TH
CENTURY TO THE PRESENT DAY.

COLONIZATION AND THE OVERTHROW OF THE MONARCHY

HAWAII'S MODERN HISTORY BEGINS IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY WITH THE INCREASING INFLUENCE OF W/ESTERN POWERS.
|NITIALLYI EUROPEAN EXPLORERS ARRIVED IN THE ISLANDS IN THE LATE | 7005/ FOLLOWED BY MISSIONARIES AND TRADERS WHO
BROUGHT SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES.

THE ARRIVAL OF MISSIONARIES AND EconoMIC CHANGES

- IN 1820, AMERICAN PROTESTANT MISSIONARIES ARRIVED IN HAWAII, AIMING TO CONVERT THE NATIVE POPULATION TO
CHRISTIANITY.

- THE MISSIONARIES ESTABLISHED SCHOOLS, INTRODUCED W/ESTERN EDUCATION, AND INFLUENCED LOCAL GOVERNANCE.

- THEY ALSO PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE SUGAR INDUSTRY, WHICH BECAME THE BACKBONE OF HAWAII'S ECONOMY.

THE SUGAR INDUSTRY ATTRACTED MANY IMMIGRANTS, PRIMARILY FROM CHINA,JAPANI PORTUGAL, AND THE PHILIPPINES,
LEADING TO SIGNIFICANT DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES. BY THE LATE 18005, AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN HAD GAINED SUBSTANTIAL
CONTROL OVER THE SUGAR PLANTATIONS, WHICH SET THE STAGE FOR POLITICAL UPHEAVAL.

THE OVERTHROW OF QUEEN LILIUOKALANI

IN THE EARLY 1890s, QUEEN LILI'UOKALANI ATTEMPTED TO RESTORE THE POWER OF THE MONARCHY AND REDUCE THE
INFLUENCE OF AMERICAN PLANTERS. IN 1893, A GROUP OF AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN BUSINESSMEN, SUPPORTED BY THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT, ORCHESTRATED A COUP THAT LED TO HER OVERTHROW. KEY EVENTS INCLUDED:

1. ForMATION OF THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY: A GROUP OF AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN AND SUGAR PLANTERS FORMED THIS
COMMITTEE TO JUSTIFY THE OVERTHROW.

2. U.S. MILITARY INTERVENTION: THE U.S. MINISTER TO HAWAII, JOHN L. STEVENS, DISPATCHED U.S. MARINES TO SUPPORT
THE COUP.

3. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT: THE COUP LEADERS ESTABLISHED A PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT, WHICH
EVENTUALLY SOUGHT ANNEXATION BY THE UNITED STATES.

THIS OVERTHROW WAS A CRITICAL TURNING POINT THAT ENDED THE HAWAIIAN MONARCHY, LEADING TO SIGNIFICANT
REPERCUSSIONS FOR THE NATIVE POPULATION AND THEIR CULTURAL IDENTITY.

ANNEXATION AND TERRITORIAL STATUS

THE ANNEXATION OF HAWAII

IN 1898, HAWAIl WAS FORMALLY ANNEXED BY THE UNITED STATES THROUGH THE NEWLANDS RESOLUTION, FOLLOWING THE
SPANISH-AMERICAN W AR. THE STRATEGIC VALUE OF THE ISLANDS AS A NAVAL BASE AND COALING STATION WAS A



SIGNIFICANT FACTOR IN THIS DECISION. KEY DEVELOPMENTS INCLUDED:

- THE IMPORTANCE OF PEARL HARBOR: THE U.S. RECOGNIZED PEARL HARBOR'S STRATEGIC MILITARY IMPORTANCE, WHICH
LATER PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE DURING W/ ORLD W/ AR II.

- TRANSITION To TERRITORY: IN 1900, HAWAII WAS DESIGNATED A U.S. TERRITORY, BUT RESIDENTS WERE DENIED FULL
VOTING RIGHTS, LEADING TO POLITICAL DISENFRANCHISEMENT.

THIS PERIOD MARKED THE BEGINNING OF AMERICAN GOVERNANCE OVER THE ISLANDS, ACCOMPANIED BY CULTURAL ASSIMILATION
POLICIES THAT SOUGHT TO DIMINISH NATIVE HAWAIIAN TRADITIONS.

SociAL CHANGES AND CULTURAL RESISTANCE

THE ANNEXATION AND SUBSEQUENT TERRITORIAL STATUS GENERATED SOCIAL AND CULTURAL TENSIONS:

- CULTURAL SUPPRESSION: THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE AND TRADITIONS WERE SUPPRESSED IN SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC LIFE.
- FOrRMATION OF HAWAIIAN NATIONALISM: A SENSE OF HAWAIIAN IDENTITY BEGAN TO EMERGE, CULMINATING IN MOVEMENTS
ADVOCATING FOR SOVEREIGNTY AND THE PRESERVATION OF HAWAIIAN CULTURE.

THe EARLY 20TH CENTURY SAW THE RISE OF ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE HAWAIIAN Civic CLUBS, WHICH AIMED TO
PROMOTE HAWAIIAN CULTURE AND ADDRESS SOCIAL ISSUES FACED BY NATIVE HAWAIIANS.

W orLD W AR Il AND ITS AFTERMATH

THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR ON DECEMBER 7, 194 1, MARKED HAWAII'S ENTRY INTO \WORLD W AR Il AND HAD PROFOUND
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE ISLANDS.

IMPACT oF WoRrLD W AR Il oN HAWAII

- MILITARY PRESENCE: THE WAR TRANSFORMED HAWAII INTO A MAJOR MILITARY BASE, LEADING TO AN INFLUX OF SOLDIERS AND
RESOURCES.

- EconoMic BooM: THE MILITARY BUILDUP STIMULATED THE LOCAL ECONOMY, LEADING TO JOB CREATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT.

- SoclAL CHANGES: THE WAR CATALYZED SOCIAL CHANGES, INCLUDING INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES FOR \WOMEN AND PEOPLE OF
COLOR, CHALLENGING PRE-EXISTING RACIAL BARRIERS.

POST‘\Y/AR, HAWAIl FACED THE CHALLENGE OF REINTEGRATING RETURNING SERVICEMEN AND ADJUSTING TO THE PEACETIME
ECONOMY.

STATEHOOD MOVEMENT

THE POST-WAR PERIOD SAW A PUSH FOR STATEHOOD, DRIVEN BY A DESIRE FOR POLITICAL REPRESENTATION AND CIVIL RIGHTS!

1. PoLiTicAL ADVOCACY: LEADERS SUCH AS PRINCE JONAH K[P] HI[P) KALANIANA“OLE AND OTHERS ADVOCATED FOR STATEHOOD
TO ADDRESS THE INEQUALITIES FACED BY HAWAIIANS.

2. REFERENDUMS: V ARIOUS REFERENDUMS AND SURVEYS REFLECTED GROWING SUPPORT FOR STATEHOOD AMONG THE RESIDENTS.

3. STATEHOOD ACHIEVED: ON AUGUST 21, 1959, Hawall BECAME THE SO0TH U.S. STATE, MARKING A SIGNIFICANT

MILESTONE IN ITS MODERN HISTORY.



CoNTEMPORARY Issues AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN RIGHTS

FoLLowING STATEHOOD, HAWAII FACED VARIOUS CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES, INCLUDING ECONOMIC DISPARITIES, CULTURAL
PRESERVATION, AND POLITICAL REPRESENTATION FOR NATIVE HAW AlIANS.

EconoMic CHALLENGES

HAWAII'S ECONOMY HAS BEEN HEAVILY RELIANT ON TOURISM, LEADING TO SEVERAL CHALLENGES:

- CosT oF LIVING: HIGH DEMAND FOR HOUSING HAS DRIVEN UP COSTS, MAKING IT DIFFICULT FOR MANY RESIDENTS TO AFFORD
HOMES.

- DePENDENCE ON ToURISM: THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC HIGHLIGHTED THE VULNERABILITIES OF AN ECONOMY RELIANT ON
TOURISM, LEADING TO CALLS FOR DIVERSIFICATION.

NATIVE HAWAIIAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT

THE LATE 20TH AND EARLY 2 1ST CENTURIES SAW A RESURGENCE OF NATIVE HAWAIIAN ACTIVISM:

- CULTURAL RENAISSANCE: THERE HAS BEEN A REVIVAL OF INTEREST IN HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE, HULA, AND TRADITIONAL
PRACTICES.

- LAND AND SOVEREIGNTY ISSUES: MOVEMENTS ADVOCATING FOR LAND RIGHTS AND SOVEREIGNTY HAVE GAINED MOMENTUM,
EMPHASIZING THE NEED FOR REPARATIVE JUSTICE AND RECOGNITION OF NATIVE RIGHTS.

- LEGAL BATTLES: CASES SUCH AS THE AKAKA BILL, WHICH SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH A FORMAL PROCESS FOR HAWAIIAN
SOVEREIGNTY, HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED BUT FACED SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL CHALLENGES.

CoNCLUSION

THE MODERN HISTORY OF HAWAII IS A COMPLEX TAPESTRY WOVEN FROM THE THREADS OF COLONIZATION, CULTURAL
RESILIENCE, ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION, AND POLITICAL STRUGGLE. FROM THE OVERTHROW OF THE MONARCHY TO STATEHOOD
AND THE ONGOING FIGHT FOR NATIVE RIGHTS, THE NARRATIVE OF HAW All REFLECTS BROADER THEMES IN AMERICAN HISTORY. AS
HAW AIl CONTINUES TO NAVIGATE ITS IDENTITY AND FUTURE, THE LEGACY OF ITS PAST REMAINS A POWERFUL FORCE SHAPING
THE ISLANDS AND THEIR PEOPLE. THE JOURNEY OF HAWAII SERVES AS A POIGNANT REMINDER OF THE IMPORTANCE OF CULTURAL
HERITAGE, POLITICAL REPRESENTATION, AND THE ENDURING QUEST FOR JUSTICE AND EQUITY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

W/ HAT SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN 1893 LED TO THE OVERTHROW OF THE HAWAIIAN
MONARCHY?

THE OVERTHROW WAS TRIGGERED BY A COUP LED BY AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN BUSINESS INTERESTS, SUPPORTED BY THE u.s.
GOVERNMENT, WHICH RESULTED IN THE DETHRONEMENT OF QUEEN LILI“UOKALANI.

How pib HAWAII BECOME A TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES?

HawAll wAS ANNEXED BY THE UNITED STATES IN 1898 THROUGH THE NEWLANDS RESOLUTION, FOLLOWING THE OVERTHROW
OF THE MONARCHY AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT.



\WHAT ROLE DID HAWAII PLAY DURING WORLD W AR |I?

HAWAIl WAS STRATEGICALLY IMPORTANT DURING W/ ORLD W/ AR II, SERVING AS A CENTRAL BASE FOR THE U.S. MILITARY IN THE
PACIFIC, AND WAS THE SITE OF THE SURPRISE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR ON DeECEMBER 7, 194 1.

\¥/HEN DID HAWAII BECOME THE 50TH STATE OF THE UNITED STATES?

Haw Al BECAME THE 50TH STATE ON AUGUST 21, 1959, FOLLOWING A REFERENDUM IN WHICH THE MAJORITY OF RESIDENTS
VOTED IN FAVOR OF STATEHOOD.

\WHAT HAS BEEN THE IMPACT OF TOURISM ON HAWAII'S MODERN ECONOMY?

TOURISM HAS BECOME A MAJOR PILLAR OF Hawall's ECONOMY, SIGNIFICANTLY CONTRIBUTING TO JOB CREATION AND STATE
REVENUE, BUT IT ALSO RAISES CONCERNS ABOUT ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION.

How HAS THE HAWAIIAN SOVEREIGNTY MOVEMENT INFLUENCED MODERN POLITICS?

THE HAWAIIAN SOVEREIGNTY MOVEMENT SEEKS TO ADDRESS HISTORICAL GRIEVANCES RELATED TO THE OVERTHROW OF THE
MONARCHY AND ADVOCATE FOR NATIVE HAWAIIAN RIGHTS, IMPACTING LOCAL AND NATIONAL POLICY DISCUSSIONS.

WHAT ARE SOME KEY CULTURAL REVITALIZATION EFFORTS IN HAWAIl TODAY?

EFFORTS INCLUDE THE PROMOTION OF THE HAWAIIAN LANGUAGE, TRADITIONAL PRACTICES, AND HULA, AS WELL AS
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AIMED AT PRESERVING AND REVITALIZING NATIVE HAWAIIAN CULTURE.

\WHAT ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES DOES HAWAII FACE IN THE MODERN ERA?

HAWAIl FACES SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENT AL CHALLENGES, INCLUDING CLIMATE CHANGE EFFECTS, RISING SEA LEVELS, INVASIVE
SPECIES, AND WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ISSUES THAT THREATEN ITS ECOSYSTEMS AND COMMUNITIES.

How HAS THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AFFECTED HAWAII'S ECONOMY AND SOCIETY?

THE PANDEMIC SEVERELY IMPACTED HAWAII'S TOURISM-DEPENDENT ECONOMY, LEADING TO JOB LOSSES AND BUSINESS
CLOSURES, WHILE ALSO HIGHLIGHTING ISSUES RELATED TO HEALTHCARE ACCESS AND COMMUNITY RESILIENCE.
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