milton hershey more than chocolate
heroes of history

Milton Hershey, a name synonymous with chocolate, is often remembered merely
as the founder of the Hershey Chocolate Company. However, his life and
contributions extend far beyond the realm of confectionery. Milton Snavely
Hershey was a visionary entrepreneur, a philanthropist, and a pioneer in the
development of community welfare. This article explores the multifaceted
legacy of Milton Hershey, highlighting his achievements and the broader
impact he made on society.

Early Life and Entrepreneurial Spirit

Milton Hershey was born on September 13, 1857, in Derry Township,
Pennsylvania. Raised in a modest family, he faced a series of challenges in
his early life, including difficulty in school and a lack of financial
resources. Yet, these challenges only fueled his determination to succeed.

First Ventures in Confectionery

At the age of 14, Hershey began an apprenticeship in a local candy shop,
where he developed a passion for the candy-making process. His early ventures
included:

1. Launching his first candy business in 1876, which failed after only a
few years.

2. Finding success with a caramel business after moving to Denver,
Colorado, in the late 1880s.

3. Returning to Pennsylvania to invest in milk chocolate production,
leading to the establishment of the Hershey Chocolate Company in 1894.

These experiences laid the foundation for his later accomplishments,
demonstrating his resilience and innovative spirit.

The Birth of the Hershey Chocolate Empire

Hershey's journey to creating a chocolate empire was marked by a series of
strategic decisions and innovations.



Innovations in Chocolate Production

Milton Hershey was not just a businessman; he was an innovator. His
commitment to quality and efficiency led to significant advancements in
chocolate production:

e He was one of the first to use fresh milk in chocolate production, which
enhanced the flavor and quality of his products.

e Hershey developed a unique method for mass-producing chocolate bars,
making chocolate more affordable and accessible to the general public.

e The introduction of the Hershey Bar in 1900 set a new standard for
chocolate, leading to widespread popularity.

These innovations not only revolutionized the chocolate industry but also
established Hershey as a household name.

The Creation of Hershey, Pennsylvania

In 1903, Milton Hershey had a vision to create a community that would support
his growing business and provide a better quality of life for his workers. He
established Hershey, Pennsylvania, a model town designed with the welfare of

its residents in mind.

Community and Philanthropy

Milton Hershey's commitment to his community was evident in both his business
practices and philanthropic efforts. He believed that a successful business
should contribute to the welfare of its employees and their families.

The Hershey Industrial School

One of Hershey's most significant philanthropic achievements was the
establishment of the Milton Hershey School in 1909. Originally intended to
provide education for orphaned boys, the school has since expanded its
mission to serve children from low-income families. Key features of the
school include:

e Comprehensive education programs that focus on academics, arts, and
vocational training.



e Residential facilities that provide a safe and nurturing environment for
students.

e Scholarship opportunities that enable graduates to pursue higher
education.

Hershey's dedication to education has transformed the lives of thousands of
children, ensuring that they have access to the resources necessary for a
brighter future.

Investment in Community Development

Beyond education, Milton Hershey invested in the development of the town of
Hershey. He built amenities and infrastructures, such as parks, schools, and
recreational facilities, that improved the quality of life for residents. His
vision included:

1. Creating a sustainable economy that provided stable employment through
the Hershey Chocolate Company.

2. Establishing a sense of community and belonging among the residents of
Hershey.

3. Encouraging civic engagement and participation in local governance.

Through these initiatives, Hershey demonstrated his belief in the power of
community and the importance of giving back.

The Legacy of Milton Hershey

Milton Hershey passed away on October 13, 1945, but his legacy lives on in
numerous ways. His contributions to the chocolate industry, his commitment to
community welfare, and his philanthropic endeavors have left an indelible
mark on American society.

Continuing Influence on the Chocolate Industry

The Hershey Chocolate Company remains one of the largest and most successful
chocolate manufacturers in the world. Hershey's focus on quality and
innovation continues to influence chocolate production and marketing
strategies. The company has expanded its product line to include a variety of



confections, including:

e Hershey's Kisses
e Reese's Peanut Butter Cups

e York Peppermint Patties

These products have become staples in households across the globe, further
solidifying Hershey's place in confectionery history.

Philanthropy and Community Engagement Today

The Milton Hershey School continues to thrive, providing quality education
and support for children in need. The school’s success story is a testament
to Hershey's belief in the transformative power of education. Additionally,
the town of Hershey remains a vibrant community that embodies his vision of a
supportive and engaged society.

Conclusion

Milton Hershey was more than just a chocolatier; he was a pioneer, a
philanthropist, and a visionary who sought to improve the lives of others.
His innovations in chocolate production changed the industry forever, while
his commitment to community welfare and education created lasting benefits
for countless individuals.

Hershey's legacy serves as an inspiring reminder of how one person's vision
and determination can lead to transformative change. By looking beyond
chocolate, we can appreciate the depth of Milton Hershey’s contributions and
the enduring impact he has had on American society. His life story continues
to resonate, reminding us all of the importance of community, education, and
the power of giving back.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Milton Hershey and what is his significance
beyond chocolate?

Milton Hershey was an American chocolatier and philanthropist who founded the
Hershey Chocolate Company. Beyond his contributions to the chocolate



industry, he is significant for his establishment of the town of Hershey,
Pennsylvania, and the Hershey Industrial School, which provided education and
care for orphaned boys.

How did Milton Hershey's upbringing influence his
success?

Milton Hershey grew up in a modest family and faced several business failures
early in his career. His experiences taught him resilience, the importance of
hard work, and a commitment to quality, which ultimately contributed to his
success in the chocolate industry.

What philanthropic efforts did Milton Hershey engage
in during his lifetime?

Milton Hershey and his wife, Catherine, dedicated much of their wealth to
philanthropy. They founded the Milton Hershey School in 1918, which provides
free education and housing for children in need, reflecting their belief in
the importance of education and community support.

What innovations did Milton Hershey introduce to the
chocolate industry?

Milton Hershey introduced several innovations, including the mass production
of milk chocolate and the use of fresh milk in chocolate making. His focus on
quality and efficiency set standards in the industry and helped make
chocolate affordable and accessible to a broader audience.

How did Milton Hershey's vision for a company town
impact his employees?

Milton Hershey's vision for Hershey, Pennsylvania, as a company town included
affordable housing, recreational facilities, and community services for his
employees. This progressive approach created a supportive environment that
prioritized the well-being of workers and their families, enhancing their
quality of life.

What legacy did Milton Hershey leave behind in
education and community development?

Milton Hershey's legacy extends beyond chocolate; he established a lasting
impact on education through the Milton Hershey School, which continues to
serve thousands of children. His commitment to community development is
evident in the thriving town of Hershey, which remains a model for corporate
responsibility and social entrepreneurship.
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