
military ordnance identification guide
military ordnance identification guide is an essential resource for military
personnel, law enforcement, bomb disposal experts, and historians alike.
Accurate identification of military ordnance is crucial for safety, strategic
planning, and effective disposal of explosive devices. This guide provides
comprehensive information on various types of ordnance, including bombs,
grenades, artillery shells, and mines, along with their distinguishing
features and markings. Understanding these details helps professionals avoid
accidents, manage threats, and preserve historical artifacts. This article
will cover the classification of military ordnance, identification
techniques, safety protocols, and the importance of training in this
specialized field. The following sections offer a structured approach to
mastering the essentials of military ordnance identification.
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Classification of Military Ordnance
Military ordnance encompasses a wide range of explosive devices and munitions
used in combat or training environments. Classification is the first step in
identification, as it groups ordnance based on function, design, and delivery
method. Generally, ordnance can be divided into categories such as bombs,
artillery shells, grenades, mines, rockets, and missiles. Each category has
unique characteristics that assist in proper identification and handling.

Explosive Ordnance Categories
Explosive ordnance is broadly categorized to facilitate identification and
response:

Bombs: Aerially deployed explosive devices designed to detonate on
impact or at a predetermined altitude.

Artillery Shells: Projectiles fired from large-caliber guns or
howitzers, often equipped with various fuzes and payloads.



Grenades: Small handheld explosive devices used in close combat or
confined spaces.

Mines: Concealed explosive devices triggered by pressure, proximity, or
remote activation.

Rockets and Missiles: Self-propelled explosive devices guided or
unguided, used for precision strikes or area suppression.

Markings and Color Coding
Military ordnance is often color-coded and marked to indicate its purpose,
type, and explosive content. For example, a red band might signify a high-
explosive device, while black may denote a practice round. These markings
vary by country and era but are critical for quick visual identification.
Understanding standard color codes and stenciled markings enables personnel
to assess the threat level and handle ordnance safely.

Techniques for Identifying Military Ordnance
Identification of military ordnance requires a systematic approach
incorporating visual inspection, reference to identification guides, and
knowledge of historical context. Proper identification minimizes risk and
ensures appropriate response measures. Techniques range from initial
observation to detailed examination of physical features and markings.

Visual Inspection
Initial identification relies heavily on visual cues such as size, shape,
color, and markings. Distinctive features like fins on rockets, fuze types on
shells, and safety mechanisms on grenades provide vital clues. Observers
should maintain a safe distance during inspection and avoid disturbing the
ordnance.

Use of Identification Guides and Tools
Comprehensive military ordnance identification guides consolidate images,
descriptions, and technical data to assist in classification. Digital tools
and mobile applications have enhanced accessibility, allowing rapid cross-
referencing in the field. Combining manual expertise with technological aids
improves accuracy and decision-making under pressure.



Contextual Analysis
Understanding the historical and operational context of found ordnance is
equally important. The location, conflict history, and associated military
units can offer insights into the ordnance type and potential hazards. For
example, ordnance recovered from World War II battlefields may differ
significantly from modern explosive devices.

Common Types of Military Ordnance
This section details some of the most frequently encountered military
ordnance types, highlighting their identifying characteristics and typical
uses. Familiarity with these common devices aids rapid recognition and
appropriate action.

High-Explosive Bombs
High-explosive bombs are designed to cause maximum blast damage. They
typically have streamlined casings, stabilizing fins, and may feature nose or
tail fuzes. Their weight and dimensions vary depending on the intended target
and delivery method.

Hand Grenades
Hand grenades are compact, throwable devices used for infantry combat.
Variants include fragmentation, smoke, and concussion grenades, each
distinguished by color codes and markings. Common models include the M67
fragmentation grenade and the Mk 2 "pineapple" grenade.

Artillery Shells
Artillery shells are fired from large guns and can carry different payloads
such as high-explosive, smoke, illumination, or chemical agents. They are
identified by their caliber, shape, driving bands, and fuze types, which
influence their detonation method.

Land Mines
Land mines are explosive devices buried or concealed to detonate upon
pressure or proximity. Anti-personnel and anti-tank mines differ in size and
triggering mechanisms. Identification involves recognizing surface features,
pressure plates, and anti-handling devices.



Safety Procedures and Protocols
Handling military ordnance requires strict adherence to safety protocols to
prevent accidental detonation and injury. A well-defined set of procedures
governs the identification, reporting, and disposal of explosive devices.

Initial Safety Measures
Upon discovery of suspected ordnance, personnel must secure the area and
maintain a safe distance. Avoiding physical contact or movement of the device
is essential. Notification of qualified explosive ordnance disposal (EOD)
teams should occur immediately.

Reporting and Documentation
Accurate reporting includes the location, description, and any visible
markings of the ordnance. Photographs and sketches may be used to document
the scene. This information assists EOD teams in preparing a safe and
effective response.

Disposal and Neutralization
Only trained EOD specialists should handle the disposal or neutralization of
military ordnance. Techniques include controlled detonation, defuzing, or
removal to a secure location. Compliance with established protocols ensures
the safety of personnel and the public.

Training and Resources for Ordnance
Identification
Effective military ordnance identification depends on specialized training
and access to authoritative resources. Continuous education keeps personnel
updated on new ordnance types and evolving threat landscapes.

Professional Training Programs
Military and law enforcement agencies offer formal training courses in
explosive ordnance recognition and disposal. These programs combine classroom
instruction with hands-on experience, emphasizing safety, identification
skills, and response tactics.



Reference Materials and Guides
Comprehensive manuals and field guides provide detailed descriptions,
photographs, and classification charts. Regularly updated publications ensure
familiarity with both legacy and contemporary ordnance.

Technology and Digital Tools
Advanced identification tools, including mobile applications and augmented
reality platforms, support real-time analysis in the field. Integration of
databases with geographic information systems (GIS) enhances situational
awareness and operational planning.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is a military ordnance identification guide?
A military ordnance identification guide is a reference manual or tool used
to identify various types of military munitions, including bombs, shells,
grenades, and rockets, based on their physical characteristics and markings.

Why is it important to use a military ordnance
identification guide?
Using a military ordnance identification guide is crucial for safely
recognizing unexploded ordnance (UXO) and preventing accidents, as well as
for proper handling, disposal, or reporting of military explosives.

What types of ordnance are typically included in
these identification guides?
Identification guides usually cover a wide range of ordnance types such as
artillery shells, mortar rounds, bombs, grenades, mines, missiles, and



sometimes improvised explosive devices (IEDs).

Are military ordnance identification guides
available to the public?
Many military ordnance identification guides are publicly available, often
published by government agencies or defense organizations to help civilians,
emergency responders, and professionals recognize hazardous materials.

How can I use a military ordnance identification
guide effectively?
To use the guide effectively, carefully compare the shape, size, color,
markings, and other distinctive features of the found object with the images
and descriptions in the guide, and never touch or move suspicious items.

Can military ordnance identification guides help in
post-conflict zones?
Yes, these guides are essential in post-conflict zones to identify and safely
clear unexploded ordnance, reducing risks to civilians and aiding
humanitarian efforts.

What should I do if I find an unknown military
ordnance?
If you find an unknown ordnance, do not touch or disturb it. Mark the
location if safe to do so, and immediately notify local authorities or bomb
disposal units using the identification guide as a reference.

Are there digital or mobile app versions of military
ordnance identification guides?
Yes, there are digital and mobile app versions of ordnance identification
guides that provide quick access to images and information, making it easier
for users in the field to identify ordnance safely.

How often are military ordnance identification
guides updated?
These guides are updated periodically to include new types of ordnance,
updated safety information, and improved identification techniques based on
the latest intelligence and field reports.



Who typically uses military ordnance identification
guides?
Military personnel, bomb disposal experts, emergency responders, humanitarian
demining teams, and sometimes civilians in affected areas commonly use these
guides to identify and manage explosive hazards safely.

Additional Resources
1. U.S. Military Explosive Ordnance Identification Guide
This comprehensive guide provides detailed descriptions and images of various
U.S. military ordnance, including bombs, grenades, mines, and shells. It is
an essential resource for military personnel, bomb disposal experts, and
historians. The book covers identification features, operational uses, and
safety precautions.

2. International Explosive Ordnance Disposal Manual
Covering ordnance from multiple countries, this manual is a critical
reference for EOD technicians worldwide. It includes detailed identification
charts, handling procedures, and neutralization techniques. The book is
designed to enhance the safety and effectiveness of ordnance disposal
operations in diverse environments.

3. Explosive Ordnance Identification and Disposal
This volume focuses on the principles and practices of identifying and safely
disposing of explosive ordnance. It combines technical illustrations with
practical advice for field operatives. The guide is valuable for military
engineers, first responders, and security personnel.

4. Handbook of Ordnance Identification: Allied and Axis Weapons of WWII
Specializing in World War II-era ordnance, this handbook catalogs weapons
from both Allied and Axis forces. Readers will find detailed photographs,
markings, and historical context for each item. It serves as a vital tool for
archaeologists, collectors, and military historians.

5. Mine and Improvised Explosive Device (IED) Recognition Guide
This guide addresses the growing threat of mines and IEDs encountered in
modern conflict zones. It provides identification tips, threat assessment
protocols, and countermeasure strategies. The book emphasizes safety and
awareness for soldiers and civilian personnel alike.

6. Artillery and Mortar Ordnance Identification
Focusing exclusively on artillery shells and mortar rounds, this book details
various calibers, markings, and fuzing mechanisms. It is intended for
ordnance technicians and military logisticians who need precise
identification skills. The guide also covers storage and transport
considerations.

7. Tactical Explosive Ordnance Recognition Guide



Designed for tactical units, this guide offers quick-reference identification
for a broad spectrum of explosive ordnance encountered in combat. It features
color-coded images and concise descriptions to aid rapid decision-making. The
book supports operational readiness and risk mitigation.

8. Explosive Devices and Ordnance Disposal Techniques
This text combines identification with disposal methods, presenting a
holistic approach to dealing with explosive threats. It includes case studies
and lessons learned from recent conflicts. The guide is suitable for advanced
EOD training programs and military academies.

9. World Ordnance Identification: A Visual Guide
Featuring a global collection of ordnance from various military forces, this
visual guide emphasizes photographic documentation and comparative analysis.
It is designed for collectors, researchers, and security forces needing a
broad understanding of international ordnance types. The book also discusses
markings, materials, and manufacturing variations.
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