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A day trip from Milan to Lake Como is a fantastic way to experience the
stunning beauty of the Italian countryside, with its picturesque lakes,
charming villages, and lush landscapes. With its proximity to Milan, Lake
Como is easily accessible, making it the ideal escape for travelers looking
to break away from the bustling city. This self-guided day trip allows you to
explore at your own pace, discover hidden gems, and create unforgettable
memories. In this guide, we will outline everything you need to know to plan
your perfect day trip from Milan to Lake Como.

Getting to Lake Como from Milan

The journey from Milan to Lake Como is straightforward and can be
accomplished by train or car.

By Train

Taking the train is one of the most convenient and popular options for
reaching Lake Como. Here’s how to do it:

1. Departure Station: Start your journey at Milano Centrale station, the main
train station in Milan.
2. Train Options: Look for trains heading to Varenna, Bellagio, or Como. The
trains operated by Trenord and Trenitalia offer frequent connections.
3. Duration: The train ride typically takes around 1 to 1.5 hours depending
on your destination.
4. Tickets: Tickets can be purchased online or at the station. Prices vary,
so booking in advance can save you money.

By Car

Driving gives you the flexibility to explore the area at your own pace. Here
are the steps to follow:

1. Route: From Milan, take the A9 motorway towards Como.
2. Travel Time: The drive usually takes about 1 to 1.5 hours, depending on
traffic.
3. Parking: Be aware that parking in popular towns around Lake Como can be
limited. Look for designated parking areas or consider parking in larger
towns like Como and using public transportation to reach smaller villages.

Planning Your Itinerary

Once you arrive at Lake Como, it’s time to explore. Here are some recommended



stops and activities to include in your self-guided day trip.

Como

Start your journey in the city of Como, the largest town on the lake.

- Como Cathedral (Duomo di Como): This stunning Gothic cathedral is a must-
see. Take some time to admire its intricate facade and, if time permits,
explore the interior.
- Funicular Railway: For breathtaking views of the lake and surrounding
mountains, take the funicular from Como to Brunate. The ride is about 7
minutes long and offers spectacular vistas.

Bellagio

Next, head to Bellagio, often referred to as the "Pearl of the Lake."

- Getting There: You can take a ferry from Como to Bellagio, which allows you
to enjoy the scenic views of the lake during the journey.
- Villa Melzi: Visit this beautiful villa and its gardens, which are perfect
for a leisurely stroll.
- Piazza della Chiesa: Explore the charming streets of Bellagio, filled with
shops, cafes, and restaurants. This is a great spot to enjoy lunch.

Varenna

If time allows, consider a visit to Varenna, a quieter and equally charming
village.

- Getting There: Ferries run regularly between Bellagio and Varenna, making
it easy to hop between the two.
- Castello di Vezio: Climb up to this historic castle for panoramic views of
the lake. The hike is worth the effort!
- Villa Monastero: Don't miss this stunning villa with beautiful gardens and
a lakeside promenade.

Dining Options

A day trip to Lake Como wouldn’t be complete without indulging in some
delicious Italian cuisine. Here are a few recommendations:

- Como: Try local specialties at Ristorante Sociale, known for its
traditional dishes.
- Bellagio: Enjoy a meal at Trattoria San Giacomo, where you can savor
regional cuisine with a view.
- Varenna: Head to Il Cavatappi for a cozy atmosphere and delectable pasta
dishes.



Outdoor Activities

If you’re an outdoor enthusiast, Lake Como offers a variety of activities to
enjoy.

Hiking

There are numerous hiking trails around the lake, suitable for all levels.
Some popular trails include:

- Sentiero del Viandante: This scenic path stretches along the eastern shore
of Lake Como, offering stunning views and a chance to explore quaint villages
along the way.
- Greenway del Lago di Como: A leisurely walk that connects several towns
along the western shore, perfect for a relaxed stroll.

Water Activities

Take advantage of the lake's clear waters by trying out various water sports:

- Kayaking or Canoeing: Rent a kayak to explore the lake from a different
perspective.
- Swimming: Many towns have public swimming areas where you can take a
refreshing dip.

Shopping and Souvenirs

While exploring Lake Como, don’t forget to pick up some souvenirs to remember
your trip. Here are a few items to consider:

- Silk Products: Como is famous for its silk, so consider purchasing a scarf
or tie.
- Local Crafts: Look for handmade ceramics and wooden crafts in the local
shops.
- Food Products: Olive oil, cheese, and wines are great options to bring home
a taste of Italy.

Tips for Your Day Trip

To make the most of your self-guided day trip from Milan to Lake Como,
consider the following tips:

1. Start Early: To maximize your time at the lake, aim to leave Milan early
in the morning.
2. Check Ferry Schedules: If you plan to use the ferry to get between towns,
check the schedules in advance to avoid long waits.
3. Wear Comfortable Shoes: There will be plenty of walking, especially if you
choose to hike or explore the villages.
4. Stay Hydrated: Bring a water bottle to stay refreshed, especially on warm



days.
5. Capture the Moments: Don’t forget your camera! The stunning scenery and
charming villages are perfect for photos.

Conclusion

A self-guided day trip from Milan to Lake Como offers a perfect blend of
relaxation, adventure, and cultural exploration. With its breathtaking
scenery, charming towns, and delicious cuisine, Lake Como is a destination
that should not be missed. By taking the time to plan your itinerary and
consider the various activities available, you can create a memorable
experience that highlights the best of this stunning Italian lake. Whether
you choose to hike, shop, or simply relax by the water, this day trip
promises to be an unforgettable addition to your Italian journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best way to get from Milan to Lake Como
for a self-guided day trip?

The best way to travel from Milan to Lake Como is by taking a train from
Milano Centrale to Varenna or Como. The journey takes about 1 to 1.5 hours,
and trains run frequently.

What are the must-see towns around Lake Como for a
self-guided tour?

Must-see towns include Varenna, Bellagio, and Menaggio. Each town offers
stunning views, charming streets, and unique attractions.

How much time should I allocate for a self-guided day
trip to Lake Como?

It's recommended to allocate at least 8 to 10 hours for a day trip to fully
enjoy the scenery, explore the towns, and have time for meals.

Are there any walking trails around Lake Como for a
self-guided exploration?

Yes, there are several walking trails, such as the Greenway del Lago di Como,
which offers beautiful views and connects various towns along the lake.

What should I pack for a self-guided day trip to Lake
Como?

Pack comfortable walking shoes, a reusable water bottle, sunscreen, a hat,
and a light jacket, as weather can change throughout the day.



Can I find restaurants and cafes in Lake Como for
lunch during my day trip?

Absolutely! Each town around Lake Como has a variety of restaurants and
cafes, offering local cuisine, fresh fish, and stunning lake views.

Is there a ferry service on Lake Como for self-guided
travelers?

Yes, there is a ferry service that connects various towns on Lake Como,
making it easy to hop between locations and enjoy beautiful views of the
lake.
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