mike evans vs lattimore history

Mike Evans vs Lattimore history is a narrative that goes beyond mere
statistics and game records. This rivalry, steeped in tension and
physicality, epitomizes the competitive spirit found in the NFL. Mike Evans,
the star wide receiver for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, and Marshon Lattimore,
the standout cornerback for the New Orleans Saints, have clashed on the field
multiple times, creating a story filled with memorable moments, heated
exchanges, and a deep-seated rivalry.

The Origins of the Rivalry

The rivalry between Mike Evans and Marshon Lattimore began to take shape when
Lattimore was drafted by the Saints in 2017. Both players quickly established
themselves as premier talents in their respective positions. Evans, known for
his size, speed, and exceptional catching ability, faced off against
Lattimore, who boasts remarkable agility, ball skills, and instincts. The
stage was set for a showdown each time these two teams met.

Key Matchups Over the Years

The history of Mike Evans vs Lattimore can be traced through several key
matchups that have defined their rivalry. Here are some of the most notable
encounters:

e 2017 Season: In their first meeting, Lattimore was instrumental in
limiting Evans' effectiveness. The Saints won the game, and Lattimore’s
performance set the tone for their future matchups.

e 2018 Season: This game became infamous when Evans was ejected for a
blindside hit on Lattimore during a scuffle. This incident highlighted
the growing animosity between the two players and underscored the
physical nature of their encounters.

e 2019 Season: In a tightly contested game, both players showcased their
skills, but Lattimore's interception proved crucial in securing a Saints
victory. This game further intensified their rivalry.

e 2020 Season: The Buccaneers and Saints faced off in the playoffs, where
Evans managed to make impactful plays despite Lattimore’s coverage. The
tension between the two players reached a boiling point, culminating in
another heated exchange.

e 2021 Season: Their battles continued, with both players making



significant contributions to their teams. The rivalry remained fierce,
with each player trying to outdo the other on the field.

Statistics and Performance Comparison

When analyzing the Mike Evans vs Lattimore history, it is essential to
examine their statistics and performances. Here's a breakdown of how both
players have fared against each other:

Mike Evans' Performance

- Receptions: Despite facing Lattimore, Evans has managed to record
impressive reception numbers in their matchups.

- Receiving Yards: Evans has consistently been one of the top receivers in
the league, often accumulating substantial yardage even against elite
cornerbacks.

- Touchdowns: He has been a reliable target in the red zone, frequently
finding the end zone in critical moments.

Marshon Lattimore's Defense

- Pass Breakups: Lattimore has been known for his ability to disrupt passes
thrown towards Evans, showcasing his skills as a shutdown corner.

- Interceptions: Lattimore has recorded several interceptions against the
Buccaneers, with some coming at pivotal moments in games.

- Coverage Stats: His overall coverage statistics against Evans highlight his
effectiveness in limiting the receiver's production.

The Psychological Aspect of the Rivalry

Beyond the statistics, the psychological component of the Mike Evans vs
Lattimore history adds depth to their rivalry. Both players are fiercely
competitive and have not shied away from speaking their minds. The
interactions between them often convey a sense of personal vendetta, which
can affect their performance on the field.

On-Field Incidents

Several incidents have added fuel to the fire:



- Verbal Exchanges: The two players have been seen exchanging words during
games, sometimes escalating into confrontations. These moments often lead to
penalties and ejections, adding drama to their matchups.

- Physical Altercations: The infamous 2018 incident where Evans pushed
Lattimore after a play escalated into a brawl highlights the intensity of
their rivalry. Such incidents have made their encounters must-watch events
for fans and analysts alike.

The Impact on Their Teams

The ongoing rivalry between Mike Evans and Marshon Lattimore has broader
implications for their respective teams. The outcomes of their matchups can
significantly influence playoff races and overall team morale.

For the Tampa Bay Buccaneers

- 0ffensive Strategy: The Buccaneers often devise game plans that either seek
to exploit Lattimore's coverage or minimize the impact of his defensive
prowess on Evans. This dynamic can dictate the effectiveness of their offense
during critical games.

- Leadership Role: Evans, as one of the team's leaders, often uses the
rivalry as motivation, rallying his teammates to rise to the occasion during
matchups against the Saints.

For the New Orleans Saints

- Defensive Schemes: Lattimore's role in covering Evans is crucial to the
Saints' defensive strategy. His ability to neutralize top receivers directly
influences the team's success against formidable opponents.

- Team Morale: The rivalry fuels the competitive spirit within the Saints,
especially in games against the Buccaneers, often leading to heightened
intensity and focus.

The Future of the Rivalry

As both players continue their NFL careers, the Mike Evans vs Lattimore
history is far from over. With each season, new chapters are added to their
rivalry, and fans eagerly anticipate their matchups.



What Lies Ahead

- Potential New Developments: As both players evolve, their strategies may
change, leading to new dynamics in their head-to-head battles.

- Retirement and Legacy: As they approach the later stages of their careers,
their rivalry will be remembered as one of the defining matchups of their
time, influencing how fans view both players' legacies.

Conclusion

In summary, the Mike Evans vs Lattimore history is a captivating tale of
rivalry, skill, and competition that transcends the game of football. Each
encounter adds to the narrative, making it one of the most intriguing aspects
of the NFL landscape. As the players continue to clash in the coming seasons,
fans can expect more memorable moments and fierce competition, solidifying
their place in NFL lore.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the rivalry between Mike
Evans and Marshon Lattimore?

The rivalry is significant because it highlights the intense competition
between the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the New Orleans Saints, with Evans and
Lattimore frequently clashing on the field.

How many times have Mike Evans and Marshon Lattimore
faced each other in the NFL?

As of October 2023, Mike Evans and Marshon Lattimore have faced each other
over 10 times since Lattimore entered the league in 2017.

What incidents have occurred between Mike Evans and
Marshon Lattimore during games?

Notable incidents include multiple on-field fights, one of which resulted in
a suspension for Evans after he pushed Lattimore in a game in 2017.

Has Mike Evans had more success against Marshon
Lattimore in terms of receiving yards?

While Evans has had some successful games against Lattimore, their matchups
often feature Lattimore limiting Evans' production, making it a closely



contested battle.

What impact has the Evans-Lattimore rivalry had on
the Buccaneers-Saints matchup?

The rivalry has added an extra layer of intensity to the Buccaneers-Saints
games, often leading to high stakes and heightened emotions on the field.

Have Mike Evans and Marshon Lattimore exchanged
words off the field?

Yes, both players have exchanged words through social media and interviews,
often fueling the rivalry beyond just the games.

What year did the most notable altercation between
Evans and Lattimore occur?

The most notable altercation occurred in 2017, when Evans pushed Lattimore
after Lattimore had a confrontation with a teammate, leading to a suspension
for Evans.

How do fans perceive the rivalry between Mike Evans
and Marshon Lattimore?

Fans perceive their rivalry as one of the most entertaining aspects of the
NFL, often highlighting the physicality and competitive spirit they bring to
their matchups.

What has been the response from coaches regarding
the Evans-Lattimore rivalry?

Coaches have often emphasized the importance of maintaining composure during
games, recognizing that the rivalry can lead to costly penalties and
ejections.

What statistics are often compared between Mike
Evans and Marshon Lattimore in their matchups?

Statistics such as receptions, receiving yards, and touchdowns for Evans, as
well as tackles, pass deflections, and interceptions for Lattimore are
commonly compared.
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