
michigan esthetician scope of practice
michigan esthetician scope of practice defines the legal boundaries and professional duties that
licensed estheticians in the state of Michigan are authorized to perform. Understanding this scope is
crucial for estheticians to ensure compliance with state laws and regulations, maintain client safety,
and deliver high-quality skincare services. This article provides a detailed overview of the authorized
treatments, limitations, and regulatory requirements that shape the michigan esthetician scope of
practice. Additionally, it covers the educational prerequisites, licensing process, and ongoing
professional responsibilities. Whether you are a practicing esthetician, a student preparing for
licensure, or a salon owner, this comprehensive guide will clarify what services fall within the scope
and how to operate within legal guidelines. The following sections will outline key aspects of the
profession, including permitted procedures, prohibited practices, and professional standards.
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Regulatory Compliance and Professional Responsibilities

Continuing Education and License Renewal

Licensing and Educational Requirements
The michigan esthetician scope of practice begins with meeting specific licensing and educational
standards established by the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA).
Prospective estheticians must complete a state-approved esthetician program that provides
comprehensive training in skin care theory, anatomy, sanitation, and practical skills. The curriculum
typically includes hours dedicated to facials, hair removal, makeup application, and skin analysis.

Upon completion of the educational program, candidates are required to pass both a written and
practical examination to demonstrate their competency. Successfully passing these exams is
mandatory before obtaining a license to practice esthetics in Michigan. This ensures that all licensed
professionals possess the necessary knowledge and skills to perform within the legal scope.

Education Program Standards
Michigan mandates a minimum number of training hours that must be completed at an accredited
esthetician school. These programs emphasize hands-on training and theoretical knowledge
essential for safe and effective skincare treatment delivery. The curriculum includes:

Skin anatomy and physiology

Sanitation and sterilization techniques



Esthetic equipment operation

Facial treatments and skin analysis

Hair removal methods

Client consultation and safety protocols

Licensing Examination
The licensing exam in Michigan typically consists of two parts: a written exam covering state laws,
safety, and esthetic principles, and a practical exam assessing technical skill proficiency. Passing
both exams is essential for obtaining an esthetician license, which legally permits practitioners to
operate within the michigan esthetician scope of practice.

Authorized Esthetician Services in Michigan
The michigan esthetician scope of practice clearly defines the services licensed estheticians are
authorized to provide. These services focus primarily on non-invasive skin care treatments aimed at
improving the appearance and health of the skin. Understanding these authorized services is vital
for estheticians to avoid legal complications and uphold professional standards.

Facial and Skin Care Treatments
Licensed estheticians in Michigan are permitted to perform various facial treatments including
cleansing, exfoliation, moisturizing, and application of masks and serums. These treatments are
designed to improve skin texture, tone, and overall health. Estheticians may also conduct skin
analyses to determine appropriate treatment plans tailored to individual client needs.

Hair Removal Techniques
Within the michigan esthetician scope of practice, estheticians are authorized to perform temporary
hair removal procedures such as waxing and threading. These methods must be executed using
proper sanitation and safety protocols to prevent infection or skin damage. However, estheticians
are not permitted to perform more invasive hair removal techniques such as laser hair removal or
electrolysis, which require specialized medical licenses.

Makeup Application and Consultation
Estheticians may provide professional makeup application services, including bridal and special
event makeup. Additionally, they can offer consultation on makeup products and application
techniques suitable for various skin types and conditions.



Permitted Services Summary

Facial cleansing and exfoliation

Application of masks, creams, and lotions

Basic skin analysis and consultation

Temporary hair removal (waxing, threading)

Makeup application and advice

Use of non-invasive tools such as steamers and basic extraction tools

Prohibited Procedures and Limitations
While estheticians in Michigan have a broad range of services they may provide, there are clear
prohibitions designed to protect client safety and maintain professional boundaries. Understanding
these limitations is an essential component of the michigan esthetician scope of practice.

Invasive and Medical Procedures
Estheticians are not licensed to perform any invasive or medical procedures that involve breaking
the skin or altering skin structure beyond superficial treatments. Prohibited services include:

Microdermabrasion requiring medical supervision

Laser treatments and intense pulsed light (IPL) therapy

Botox or dermal filler injections

Chemical peels with high concentrations of acids

Electrolysis or permanent hair removal methods

Diagnosing or treating skin diseases or conditions

These procedures require medical licenses or specialized certifications and are outside the scope of
practice for estheticians in Michigan.

Use of Certain Products and Equipment
Estheticians must also adhere to restrictions regarding the types of products and equipment they
use. They are limited to cosmetic-grade products approved for topical use and may not utilize



prescription-strength or hazardous chemicals without proper medical oversight. Additionally, the use
of advanced equipment that requires medical training is prohibited.

Regulatory Compliance and Professional
Responsibilities
Compliance with Michigan state regulations is a foundational aspect of the esthetician profession.
The michigan esthetician scope of practice includes adherence to health and safety standards, client
confidentiality, and ethical business practices. Licensed estheticians must maintain a clean and
sanitary workspace to prevent infection and ensure client safety.

Sanitation and Safety Protocols
Estheticians are required to follow strict sanitation protocols including sterilization of tools, proper
disposal of single-use items, and regular cleaning of work areas. These measures protect both the
client and practitioner from communicable diseases and cross-contamination.

Record Keeping and Client Consent
Maintaining accurate client records is essential for effective treatment and legal compliance.
Estheticians must document client health history, treatment details, and obtain informed consent
prior to services. This ensures transparency and helps prevent adverse reactions.

Ethical Conduct and Professionalism
Licensed estheticians are expected to uphold ethical standards, including honesty in advertising,
respectful client interactions, and adherence to scope limitations. Violations can result in
disciplinary actions including license suspension or revocation.

Continuing Education and License Renewal
To maintain an active license in Michigan, estheticians must comply with continuing education
requirements. These courses keep professionals updated on new techniques, safety standards, and
regulatory changes affecting the michigan esthetician scope of practice.

Continuing Education Requirements
The state mandates a specific number of continuing education hours within each renewal cycle.
Topics often include infection control, new skincare technologies, and legal updates. Completing
these courses ensures estheticians remain knowledgeable and competent in their practice.



License Renewal Process
Licenses must be renewed periodically through the Michigan Department of Licensing and
Regulatory Affairs. Renewal applications require proof of completed continuing education, payment
of fees, and compliance with all state regulations. Failure to renew on time can result in lapse of
licensure and inability to legally practice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What services are included in the Michigan esthetician scope
of practice?
In Michigan, estheticians are licensed to perform facial treatments, hair removal using waxing and
tweezing, makeup application, skin analysis, and basic skin care procedures including exfoliation
and mask application.

Can Michigan estheticians perform chemical peels?
Yes, Michigan estheticians can perform superficial chemical peels that are classified as non-invasive
and superficial, but deeper peels requiring medical supervision are outside their scope.

Are estheticians in Michigan allowed to use lasers or IPL
devices?
No, the use of lasers and IPL (Intense Pulsed Light) devices for hair removal or skin treatments
typically requires a medical license and is not within the scope of practice for estheticians in
Michigan.

What are the training requirements for estheticians in
Michigan to practice legally?
Michigan requires estheticians to complete at least 300 hours of approved training and pass the
state licensing exam to legally practice within the scope defined by the Michigan Department of
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA).

Can Michigan estheticians perform microdermabrasion?
Yes, Michigan estheticians are allowed to perform microdermabrasion as it is considered a non-
invasive skin care procedure within their scope of practice.

Are estheticians in Michigan permitted to extract blackheads
and whiteheads?
Yes, estheticians in Michigan can perform extractions of blackheads and whiteheads as part of their
facial and skin care services.



Is body waxing included in the Michigan esthetician scope of
practice?
Yes, body waxing is included and estheticians are trained and licensed to perform hair removal
services such as waxing within Michigan.

Can Michigan estheticians prescribe skincare products?
No, estheticians in Michigan are not licensed to prescribe skincare products; they can recommend
over-the-counter products but prescription products must be prescribed by a medical professional.

Are there any restrictions on esthetician services in Michigan
related to medical procedures?
Yes, estheticians in Michigan are prohibited from performing medical procedures such as injections,
advanced laser treatments, and any invasive treatments that require medical supervision.

What agency regulates the esthetician scope of practice in
Michigan?
The Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) regulates the esthetician
scope of practice and licensing requirements in Michigan.

Additional Resources
1. Michigan Esthetician Licensing and Scope of Practice Guide
This comprehensive guide covers the licensing requirements and scope of practice specific to
estheticians in Michigan. It provides detailed information on permitted treatments, safety protocols,
and state regulations. Ideal for both new and practicing estheticians, this book helps professionals
stay compliant and informed.

2. State-Specific Esthetics: Michigan Edition
Focused exclusively on Michigan’s esthetician laws, this resource breaks down the legal boundaries
and professional standards within the state. It includes updates on recent regulatory changes and
practical advice for maintaining compliance. The book is a valuable tool for estheticians preparing
for state board exams or continuing education.

3. Esthetician Scope of Practice and Safety in Michigan
This book emphasizes safety standards and best practices alongside the legal scope of practice for
Michigan estheticians. It offers insights into infection control, client consultation, and ethical
considerations. Readers will find checklists and case studies that reinforce proper procedural
conduct.

4. Michigan Esthetician Law and Professional Ethics
Covering both statutory regulations and professional ethics, this title educates estheticians on their
responsibilities under Michigan law. It discusses scope limitations, prohibited practices, and the
importance of maintaining client confidentiality. The book also highlights disciplinary actions and



how to avoid common pitfalls.

5. Practical Esthetics: Navigating Michigan’s Scope of Practice
Designed as a hands-on manual, this book guides estheticians through everyday applications of
Michigan’s scope of practice. It features step-by-step procedures, client management tips, and legal
considerations for various treatments. The practical approach makes it a useful reference for salon
and spa professionals.

6. Michigan State Board Esthetician Exam Preparation
This study guide focuses on the Michigan State Board exam content, including scope of practice
questions and scenarios. It offers practice tests, flashcards, and detailed explanations of state laws.
The book is tailored to help candidates confidently pass the licensing exam.

7. Advanced Esthetic Techniques Within Michigan’s Scope of Practice
Targeting experienced estheticians, this book explores advanced treatments allowed under Michigan
regulations. It covers chemical peels, microdermabrasion, and other modalities, emphasizing legal
boundaries and client safety. Readers gain a deeper understanding of expanding their skill set
responsibly.

8. Michigan’s Cosmetic and Esthetician Regulations Handbook
This handbook consolidates all pertinent Michigan cosmetic and esthetician regulations into an easy-
to-navigate format. It includes licensing procedures, scope of practice details, and inspection
guidelines. Perfect for salon owners and managers, it ensures business compliance with state laws.

9. Client Care and Scope of Practice for Michigan Estheticians
Focusing on client interaction within the legal scope, this book educates estheticians on
consultation, treatment planning, and informed consent in Michigan. It stresses the importance of
clear communication and adherence to scope limits. The guide promotes professionalism and client
trust in esthetic services.
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