
mexican train dominoes instructions

mexican train dominoes instructions provide a comprehensive guide to playing one of the most

popular domino games enjoyed by families and friends worldwide. This game combines strategy, luck,

and social interaction, making it a favorite pastime. Understanding the rules and gameplay mechanics

is essential for both beginners and experienced players to fully enjoy the game. This article covers

everything from the basic setup and equipment needed to detailed step-by-step gameplay directions.

Additionally, tips on scoring, variations, and strategies are included to enhance the playing experience.

Whether playing casually or competitively, these mexican train dominoes instructions will ensure a

smooth and engaging game. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered

in this article.
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Game Overview and Equipment

Mexican train dominoes is a multiplayer game that utilizes a standard set of double-twelve dominoes. It

is typically played by 2 to 8 players, making it suitable for both small and large groups. The objective

is to be the first player to play all of one’s dominoes by matching them end-to-end on one or more

trains. The game is named after the “Mexican train,” a special train that any player can add to during

their turn.

Domino Set

The game requires a double-twelve domino set, which consists of 91 tiles ranging from blank to 12 on

each side. This larger set allows for more players and a longer game compared to smaller sets like

double-six. The dominoes are shuffled face down at the start of the game to ensure randomness.

Additional Equipment

Besides domino tiles, players often use train markers or coins to identify their personal train on the

playing surface. A central hub or station piece is sometimes used to hold the initial double tile, and a

score sheet or pad is recommended for tracking rounds and points throughout the game.

Setting Up the Game

Proper setup is crucial for smooth gameplay in mexican train dominoes. This section outlines the initial

steps before starting the game.

Shuffling and Drawing Dominoes

All domino tiles are placed face down and shuffled thoroughly. Each player then draws a specific

number of dominoes depending on the total number of participants:



2-4 players: 15 dominoes each

5-6 players: 12 dominoes each

7-8 players: 10 dominoes each

The remaining tiles form the "boneyard," which players will draw from during the game if they cannot

play a tile.

Determining the Starting Tile

The game begins with the double-twelve tile placed in the center as the engine or starting point. If the

double-twelve is not drawn, players return it to the boneyard and draw another tile until it is located.

This tile acts as the foundation for all trains.

Setting Up Trains

Each player creates a personal train starting from the engine, where dominoes are placed end-to-end

matching the number on the connecting domino. The Mexican train, a public train open to all players,

is also started from the engine tile.

Gameplay Rules and Procedures

The core of mexican train dominoes instructions details how players take turns, place tiles, and

manage their personal and the Mexican train. This section explains the step-by-step gameplay.



Player Turns

Players take turns clockwise beginning with the player to the left of the dealer. During each turn, a

player must play one domino on either their own train, the Mexican train, or on another player’s train if

it is marked as open. If no playable domino is available, the player must draw one tile from the

boneyard and either play it immediately if possible or pass their turn.

Playing Dominoes

Dominoes must be placed so that the number on one end matches the number on the connecting end

of the train. Double dominoes, where both ends have the same number, have special rules. When

played, a double must be “satisfied” by playing another tile on it during the same turn or the next

player's turn, which adds a layer of strategy.

Opening and Closing Trains

A player’s personal train is closed by default but becomes open to other players if they cannot play on

their own train during their turn. This is indicated by placing a marker on the train. The Mexican train is

always open to all players and can be played on at any time.

Scoring System

Scoring in mexican train dominoes is based on the dominoes left in a player's hand at the end of each

round. This section explains how points are calculated and tracked.

Calculating Points

At the end of each round, the numbers on the dominoes remaining in each player’s hand are added

up. Each pip on a domino counts as one point. The player with the lowest total score after a



predetermined number of rounds wins the game.

Rounds and Game End

The game typically consists of multiple rounds, starting with the double-twelve engine and moving

down sequentially to lower double tiles such as double-eleven, double-ten, etc. The game ends when

the double-zero round is completed or when players agree to stop.

Common Variations

Several variations exist to customize the game experience and rules. These variations can affect

gameplay speed, complexity, and strategy.

Speed Play

In speed play, players are limited in the time allowed for each turn, encouraging faster decisions and a

more dynamic game pace.

Open Trains Variation

All trains may be open to all players at all times, increasing interaction and competition among players.

Scoring Adjustments

Some versions award bonus points for playing doubles or completing a train, adding extra incentives

and strategic depth.



Strategies and Tips

Effective strategies can improve chances of winning in mexican train dominoes. The following tips

focus on tile management, train control, and opponent observation.

Manage Your Hand: Keep a balanced hand with a variety of numbers to maximize playing1.

options.

Prioritize Playing Doubles: Playing doubles early can prevent being forced to satisfy them later2.

under pressure.

Monitor Opponent Trains: Watch which trains are open and try to block opponents from playing3.

easily.

Use the Mexican Train Wisely: Playing on the Mexican train can provide additional opportunities4.

when your personal train is blocked.

Draw Strategically: Only draw from the boneyard when necessary to avoid increasing your hand5.

size unnecessarily.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the objective of Mexican Train Dominoes?

The objective of Mexican Train Dominoes is to be the first player to play all of your domino tiles by

creating chains of dominoes that match numbers, including your own train and the communal Mexican

Train.



How do you start the game in Mexican Train Dominoes?

To start the game, place the double-12 domino (or the highest double if using a different set) in the

center. Each player draws a hand of dominoes, and the player with the double starts by placing it in

the center, beginning their train.

What are the rules for playing on your own train versus the Mexican

Train?

Players can add dominoes to their own train if the numbers match the open end. They can also play

on the Mexican Train, which is a communal train open to all players. If a player cannot play on their

own train, they must play on the Mexican Train or pass.

What happens if a player cannot make a move during their turn?

If a player cannot play a domino on their own train or the Mexican Train, they must draw a domino

from the bone yard. If the drawn domino can be played, they must play it; otherwise, they add a

marker to their train, making it open for other players to play on.

How is the winner determined in Mexican Train Dominoes?

The winner is the first player to play all their dominoes. If no player can play all their tiles, the player

with the lowest total of domino pips in their hand at the end of the game wins.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Mexican Train Dominoes: A Complete Guide

This comprehensive guide covers everything from the basics to advanced strategies in Mexican Train

Dominoes. It provides clear, step-by-step instructions on setting up the game, rules, and scoring.

Players of all skill levels will benefit from the tips and tactics included to improve their gameplay.

2. Mexican Train Dominoes for Beginners



Perfect for newcomers, this book breaks down the game into simple, easy-to-understand instructions.

It includes explanations of tile placement, turn-taking, and common variations. Illustrations and

example plays help readers grasp the flow of the game quickly.

3. The Strategy of Mexican Train Dominoes

Focusing on competitive play, this book delves into strategic thinking and planning ahead. It offers

advice on tile management, blocking opponents, and maximizing scoring opportunities. Players looking

to enhance their skills will find valuable insights and expert tips.

4. Family Fun with Mexican Train Dominoes

Designed for casual and family play, this book emphasizes the social and entertaining aspects of the

game. It features simplified rules, fun variations, and ideas for making game nights more engaging.

The author also shares anecdotes and stories that highlight the game's cultural background.

5. Mexican Train Dominoes: Rules, Variations, and Tournaments

This reference book compiles official rules alongside popular regional variations of Mexican Train

Dominoes. It also provides guidelines for organizing and running tournaments. A must-have for clubs

or groups who want to standardize their gameplay and host competitive events.

6. Quick-Start Guide to Mexican Train Dominoes

Ideal for those who want to jump right into playing, this quick-start guide summarizes the essential

rules and setup in a concise format. It includes helpful diagrams and tips to avoid common mistakes.

Great for teaching new players or refreshing seasoned ones.

7. The Art of Mexican Train Dominoes: Advanced Techniques

This book explores advanced techniques such as bluffing, psychological play, and probability

calculation. It’s aimed at experienced players who want to deepen their understanding and gain an

edge. Detailed examples and scenarios illustrate complex decision-making processes.

8. Mexican Train Dominoes: A Cultural and Historical Overview

Beyond instructions, this book examines the origins and cultural significance of Mexican Train



Dominoes. It traces the game’s evolution and how it has become a popular pastime worldwide.

Readers gain appreciation for the game’s heritage alongside practical playing advice.

9. Mexican Train Dominoes Puzzle Book

Combining fun and challenge, this puzzle book offers a variety of Mexican Train Dominoes problems

and scenarios to solve. It helps players sharpen their analytical skills and apply rules creatively. Ideal

for solo practice or group problem-solving sessions.
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