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merriam webster official scrabble players dictionary is the definitive resource for Scrabble enthusiasts

and competitive players alike. This dictionary serves as the authoritative word list used in official

Scrabble tournaments and casual play, ensuring that all participants abide by the same standardized

vocabulary. It includes an extensive compilation of acceptable words, complete with definitions and

usage guidance, which helps players verify word validity during games. The dictionary is regularly

updated to reflect changes in language and the inclusion of new words, making it an essential tool for

maintaining fairness and clarity in Scrabble competitions. Understanding the structure, history, and

application of the Merriam Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary is crucial for anyone looking to

improve their Scrabble skills or engage in competitive play. This article explores the origins, features,

updates, and practical uses of this indispensable Scrabble reference.
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Scrabble Players Dictionary

The Merriam Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (MWOSPD) originated as a collaborative

effort to establish a consistent and comprehensive word list for Scrabble players in the United States

and Canada. Before its publication, discrepancies in acceptable words often led to disputes during

gameplay. The dictionary was first published in 1978, drawing from various sources including earlier

word lists and dictionaries, to create a unified standard. Merriam-Webster, a highly respected American

publisher known for its authoritative dictionaries, partnered with Scrabble organizations to maintain and

update this essential resource. Over the decades, the MWOSPD has become the recognized standard

for word validation in official North American Scrabble tournaments, reflecting linguistic changes and

evolving vocabulary trends.

Origins and Development

The concept of an official Scrabble dictionary arose from the need to have a definitive word reference

that would eliminate confusion and inconsistencies in competitive play. Early Scrabble competitions

relied on disparate sources, leading to conflicts over word acceptability. The collaboration between

Merriam-Webster and Scrabble authorities resulted in the creation of a dedicated dictionary tailored

specifically for Scrabble rules and gameplay. This dictionary was meticulously curated to exclude

words that are proper nouns, abbreviations, prefixes, suffixes, and other forms not permitted in

Scrabble. Since its initial release, the dictionary has undergone several editions to incorporate new

words and refine its content, ensuring it remains relevant and authoritative.

Relationship with Official Scrabble Organizations

The MWOSPD is officially endorsed by the North American Scrabble Players Association (NASPA)

and the National Scrabble Association (NSA). These organizations rely on the dictionary as the

primary reference during tournaments and competitive events. Its endorsement lends credibility and

uniformity to competitive Scrabble play, as all players adhere to the same word standards. The

dictionary's alignment with official Scrabble rules also ensures that it complements the game’s



structure, including acceptable word lengths and permissible letter combinations. This close

relationship between Merriam-Webster and Scrabble governing bodies has been instrumental in

maintaining the integrity of the game.

Key Features and Content Overview

The Merriam Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary offers a rich and carefully curated word list

designed to support both competitive and casual Scrabble players. Its content includes a vast array of

words that are valid under official Scrabble rules, accompanied by concise definitions and

pronunciation guides. The dictionary intentionally excludes certain categories of words that are not

permitted in Scrabble, streamlining the word selection for players. In addition to the words themselves,

the dictionary provides helpful usage notes and sometimes indicates word origins, enhancing players’

understanding of the language.

Comprehensive Word List

The heart of the MWOSPD is its extensive word list, which includes:

Two- to eight-letter words, covering the full range of permissible Scrabble words.

Common and uncommon words, including slang and colloquial terms that have gained

acceptance.

Words derived from various parts of speech, including nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.

Words that use high-value letters such as Q, X, Z, and J, which are especially valuable in

Scrabble strategy.



Definitions and Usage Notes

Each entry in the dictionary provides a brief definition to clarify the meaning of the word, which can be

useful during gameplay disputes or study sessions. While the primary focus is on word legitimacy,

these definitions also help players improve their vocabulary and understanding of word usage.

Additionally, some entries include pronunciation hints and notes on word origins to provide further

linguistic context.

Updates and Revisions: Keeping the Dictionary Current

Language is constantly evolving, and so is the Merriam Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary.

To maintain its relevance and accuracy, the dictionary undergoes periodic revisions that add new

words, remove obsolete ones, and update definitions where necessary. These updates reflect changes

in popular usage, technological advancements, cultural shifts, and emerging slang. This commitment to

ongoing revision ensures that Scrabble players have access to the most up-to-date vocabulary

possible.

Process of Updating the Dictionary

Updates to the MWOSPD are the result of a rigorous review process conducted by linguistic experts,

lexicographers, and Scrabble officials. Proposed word additions undergo careful evaluation based on

criteria such as frequency of use, dictionary presence in other major references, and suitability for

Scrabble gameplay. Words that fail to meet these standards are excluded to maintain the dictionary’s

quality and usability. The periodic release of new editions keeps the dictionary aligned with

contemporary language trends and Scrabble community needs.

Notable Recent Additions

Recent updates to the Merriam Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary have incorporated words

from digital culture, scientific terminology, and popular vernacular. Examples include:



New technology-related terms such as “emoji” and “selfie.”

Contemporary slang that has gained widespread acceptance.

Words related to social movements and modern societal changes.

These additions help players stay current and enrich gameplay with fresh vocabulary options.

Using the Dictionary in Competitive Scrabble Play

The Merriam Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary is the cornerstone of fair and standardized

competitive Scrabble play. Tournament organizers, referees, and players rely on the dictionary to

resolve disputes and confirm word legitimacy. Its role extends from casual games to national

championships, ensuring that all participants operate within the same linguistic framework.

Understanding how to effectively use the dictionary can greatly enhance strategic play and reduce

conflicts.

Rules for Word Verification

During official Scrabble tournaments, players may challenge words played by their opponents. The

MWOSPD serves as the final authority for determining whether a word is acceptable. If a challenged

word is not found in the dictionary, it must be removed from the board, and the player loses their turn.

Conversely, if the word is valid, the challenger loses their turn. This system incentivizes players to

familiarize themselves with the dictionary’s content and promotes careful word selection during

gameplay.

Strategies for Utilizing the Dictionary

Competitive players often study the dictionary extensively to learn high-scoring words, unusual letter



combinations, and permissible two-letter words that can create advantageous board positions. Some

effective strategies include:

Memorizing short words that use high-value letters.

Learning obscure words that are likely unknown to opponents.

Using the dictionary to verify potential words during practice sessions.

Mastery of the MWOSPD can significantly improve a player’s competitive edge and confidence in

tournament settings.

Benefits for Casual Players and Word Enthusiasts

While the Merriam Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary is essential for serious competitors, it

also offers substantial benefits for casual players and language lovers. The dictionary serves as a

valuable educational tool that enriches vocabulary, supports spelling skills, and fosters a deeper

appreciation for words. By providing clear definitions and a broad word selection, it encourages

learning and exploration beyond the game board.

Enhancing Vocabulary and Language Skills

Casual Scrabble players can use the MWOSPD to discover new words and understand their

meanings, which can translate into improved communication skills. The dictionary’s clear layout and

concise definitions make it accessible and user-friendly for players of all ages and skill levels. Regular

consultation of the dictionary during gameplay or study helps to build a stronger vocabulary foundation.



Encouraging Fair Play and Consistency

Using the Merriam Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary even in informal games promotes

fairness and consistency. It provides a neutral reference point to settle disagreements about word

validity, enhancing the enjoyment and competitiveness of the game. This shared resource helps

maintain the integrity of Scrabble, whether played among family, friends, or in community groups.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary?

The Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (OSPD) is the official word reference used

for the game of Scrabble in North America, containing a comprehensive list of acceptable words for

play.

How often is the Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary

updated?

The Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary is typically updated every few years to

include new words and reflect changes in language usage.

What is the difference between the Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble

Players Dictionary and the Official Tournament and Club Word List

(OTCWL)?

The OSPD is used primarily in casual and club play, while the OTCWL, also known as the TWL, is

used for official tournament play in North America. The OTCWL contains a larger list of acceptable

words.



Can the Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary be used

for online Scrabble games?

Yes, many online Scrabble platforms and apps use the Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players

Dictionary as their word reference or a derivative of it.

Does the Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary include

slang or offensive words?

The OSPD generally excludes offensive and slang terms to keep the game family-friendly, focusing on

words that are widely accepted in standard English.

How many words are included in the latest edition of the Merriam-

Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary?

The latest edition of the OSPD contains over 100,000 words, including new additions that reflect

contemporary language usage.

Is the Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary available

in digital format?

Yes, the OSPD is available in digital formats, including apps and online subscriptions, making it easier

for players to look up words quickly.

Who publishes the Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players

Dictionary?

The dictionary is published by Merriam-Webster in collaboration with Hasbro, the owner of the

Scrabble trademark in North America.



Can the Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary be used

internationally?

While the OSPD is primarily used in North America, international Scrabble players often use the

Collins Scrabble Words list, which contains a broader range of words from English variants worldwide.

Additional Resources

1. Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary, Fifth Edition

This is the definitive dictionary for Scrabble players, containing all the valid words allowed in official

gameplay. It includes over 100,000 playable words, complete with definitions and word origins.

Updated regularly, this edition reflects the latest accepted words, making it an essential resource for

serious Scrabble enthusiasts.

2. The Official Scrabble Words Guide

This guidebook complements the official dictionary by providing strategic insights into word usage. It

features tips on high-scoring words, common prefixes and suffixes, and advice for maximizing points.

Perfect for both beginners and advanced players, it helps improve word knowledge and gameplay

tactics.

3. Scrabble Strategy: Winning Tips from the Experts

This book dives into the strategies used by top Scrabble players worldwide. It covers board control, tile

management, and psychological tactics during competitive play. Readers will gain a deeper

understanding of the game’s nuances beyond just knowing valid words.

4. The Word Lover’s Scrabble Bible

Ideal for word enthusiasts, this book explores fascinating and unusual words found in the Merriam-

Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary. It provides etymologies, fun facts, and examples of how

to use rare words effectively in Scrabble. A great read to expand vocabulary while enjoying the game.



5. Mastering Scrabble: From Beginner to Pro

This comprehensive guide covers everything from basic rules to advanced word-building techniques. It

includes practice exercises, word lists from the official dictionary, and advice on tournament

preparation. Suitable for players aspiring to compete at higher levels.

6. The Evolution of Official Scrabble Dictionaries

A historical look at how the official Scrabble dictionaries have changed over time, including the

Merriam-Webster editions. It details the process of word selection, updates, and controversies

surrounding new additions. This book offers context for the dictionary’s development and its impact on

the game.

7. Word Power: Unlocking the Secrets of Scrabble Vocabulary

Focused on expanding the player’s lexicon, this book highlights key word families, prefixes, suffixes,

and two-letter words vital for scoring. It draws extensively from the Merriam-Webster Official Scrabble

Players Dictionary to provide practice drills and quizzes. An excellent resource for improving word

recall and agility.

8. Scrabble Tournament Official Rules and Dictionary Companion

Designed for tournament players, this book explains the official rules alongside the dictionary’s usage.

It clarifies common rule questions and disputes regarding word validity. A must-have for those

participating in competitive Scrabble events who want to ensure fair play.

9. The Ultimate Scrabble Word List Handbook

This handbook compiles high-value, unusual, and frequently overlooked words from the Merriam-

Webster Official Scrabble Players Dictionary. Organized by length and difficulty, it helps players quickly

find words to improve their game. It’s a practical tool for boosting scoring opportunities and expanding

vocabulary.
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