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mercury 2012 bigfoot 60 efi manual provides essential guidance for owners and technicians working with
the Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI outboard engine. This manual is a comprehensive resource that covers the
engine’s specifications, maintenance procedures, troubleshooting tips, and operational guidelines.
Understanding the details within the mercury 2012 bigfoot 60 efi manual ensures optimal performance,
fuel efficiency, and longevity of the outboard motor. Whether you are a professional mechanic or a boat
owner performing routine service, this manual is indispensable. This article will explore the key aspects of
the mercury 2012 bigfoot 60 efi manual, including engine specifications, maintenance schedules,
troubleshooting techniques, and important safety information. The following table of contents will outline
the main sections covered for easy navigation.
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Engine Specifications and Features
The mercury 2012 bigfoot 60 efi manual details the technical specifications and distinguishing features of
the Bigfoot 60 EFI outboard engine. This engine is part of Mercury’s Bigfoot series, known for its
durability and power optimized for heavy-duty freshwater applications such as swamp boats and shallow-
water fishing vessels. The 2012 model year incorporates electronic fuel injection (EFI) technology, which
enhances fuel efficiency, reduces emissions, and improves throttle response compared to carbureted models.

Technical Specifications
The 2012 Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI engine includes the following key specifications:

Engine Type: 4-stroke, V-twin cylinder

Displacement: Approximately 993cc

Maximum Power Output: 60 horsepower



Fuel System: Electronic fuel injection (EFI)

Ignition: Digital CDI (Capacitor Discharge Ignition)

Starting System: Electric start with optional manual backup

Gear Ratio: Typically 2.15:1

Weight: Approximately 164 lbs (74 kg)

Notable Features
The mercury 2012 bigfoot 60 efi manual emphasizes several features that contribute to the engine’s
performance and reliability:

Bigfoot Gearcase: Designed with a larger diameter propeller shaft and stronger gears for increased
durability in harsh environments.

EFI System: Provides precise fuel delivery for improved cold starts, smooth acceleration, and better
fuel economy.

Oil Injection System: Eliminates the need for pre-mixing fuel and oil, simplifying maintenance and
reducing emissions.

Waterproof Electronics: Protects sensitive components from moisture, ensuring consistent
performance in wet conditions.

Adjustable Trim and Tilt: Allows operators to fine-tune the engine angle for optimal boat handling.

Maintenance and Service Procedures
Proper maintenance is critical for the longevity and reliable operation of the Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI
engine. The mercury 2012 bigfoot 60 efi manual provides detailed instructions and recommended intervals
for routine servicing. Adhering to these guidelines helps prevent costly repairs and ensures the engine
runs at peak efficiency.



Regular Maintenance Tasks
The manual outlines essential maintenance tasks, including:

Oil and Filter Changes: Change the engine oil and oil filter every 100 hours of operation or annually,
whichever comes first.

Fuel System Inspection: Regularly inspect fuel lines, connectors, and the EFI system for leaks or
damage.

Water Pump Service: Replace the impeller and inspect the cooling system every 200 hours to avoid
overheating.

Spark Plug Replacement: Inspect and replace spark plugs every 200 hours for optimal combustion
performance.

Gearcase Lubrication: Change the lower unit gear oil at least once per season or after 100 hours of use.

Battery Maintenance: Check the battery terminals and charge levels regularly to ensure reliable
starting.

Seasonal and Long-term Storage
The mercury 2012 bigfoot 60 efi manual also covers procedures for preparing the engine for seasonal
storage, including:

Flushing the cooling system with fresh water to remove salt and debris

Fogging the engine cylinders to prevent corrosion

Draining fuel or adding stabilizer to avoid fuel degradation

Disconnecting the battery and storing it in a cool, dry place

Inspecting and lubricating all moving parts prior to storage



Troubleshooting and Diagnostics
The mercury 2012 bigfoot 60 efi manual is a valuable resource for diagnosing common issues and
performing systematic troubleshooting. With its EFI technology, the engine offers diagnostic codes
accessible through onboard sensors or diagnostic tools, aiding in efficient fault identification.

Common Issues and Solutions
Typical problems addressed in the manual include:

Starting Difficulties: Causes may include weak battery, faulty spark plugs, or fuel delivery issues.
Solutions involve checking electrical connections, cleaning or replacing plugs, and inspecting the fuel
system.

Engine Overheating: Often due to a clogged water intake, faulty water pump, or improper trim
settings. The manual advises flushing the cooling system and inspecting the impeller.

Loss of Power or Rough Running: Could be caused by dirty fuel injectors, clogged air filters, or
ignition system faults.

Excessive Smoke Emission: Indicates potential oil burning, fuel mixture problems, or mechanical
wear requiring inspection.

Diagnostic Tools and Error Codes
The EFI system includes sensors that monitor various engine parameters such as throttle position, coolant
temperature, and oxygen levels. The mercury 2012 bigfoot 60 efi manual explains how to interpret
diagnostic trouble codes (DTCs) using a compatible diagnostic reader, enabling accurate pinpointing of
malfunctions for effective repairs.

Operating Instructions and Safety Guidelines
The mercury 2012 bigfoot 60 efi manual provides comprehensive instructions for the correct and safe
operation of the Bigfoot 60 EFI engine. Following these guidelines ensures user safety, protects the engine
components, and complies with regulatory standards.



Starting and Running the Engine
Key operational steps include:

Performing a pre-start inspection, including verifying fuel and oil levels.1.

Ensuring the engine is securely mounted and the boat is in a safe, clear location.2.

Engaging the choke or using the EFI cold start feature as necessary.3.

Starting the engine using the electric start, monitoring gauges for normal readings.4.

Allowing the engine to warm up before applying full throttle.5.

Safety Precautions
The manual highlights critical safety precautions to minimize risk:

Always wear a personal flotation device when operating the boat.

Never operate the engine in enclosed spaces to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning.

Keep clear of the propeller and ensure passengers are safely seated before starting.

Follow recommended maintenance schedules to prevent mechanical failures.

Use only genuine Mercury parts and approved fluids for repairs and servicing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI manual used for?
The Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI manual provides detailed instructions on the operation, maintenance, and
troubleshooting of the Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI outboard engine from 2012.



Where can I find a Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI manual?
You can find the Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI manual on Mercury Marine's official website, authorized
dealer websites, or through online boating forums and manual repositories.

Does the Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI manual include troubleshooting
tips?
Yes, the manual includes troubleshooting sections to help diagnose and fix common problems with the
Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI engine.

What type of engine is covered in the Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI
manual?
The manual covers the Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI, a 60 horsepower four-stroke EFI (Electronic Fuel
Injection) outboard engine designed for reliable performance.

Can the Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI manual help with engine
maintenance schedules?
Yes, the manual provides detailed maintenance schedules and guidelines to ensure optimal performance
and longevity of the engine.

Is the Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI manual suitable for beginners?
The manual is designed to be comprehensive and user-friendly, making it suitable for both beginners and
experienced users working with the Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI engine.

What safety precautions are highlighted in the Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60
EFI manual?
The manual emphasizes safety precautions such as proper handling of fuel, safe engine operation, and
routine checks to prevent accidents and ensure safe boating.

Does the Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI manual include wiring diagrams?
Yes, the manual typically includes wiring diagrams and electrical schematics to assist with electrical system
diagnostics and repairs.



How often should I perform maintenance according to the Mercury 2012
Bigfoot 60 EFI manual?
Maintenance intervals depend on usage, but generally, the manual recommends routine checks such as oil
changes every 100 hours or annually, along with other periodic inspections to keep the engine running
smoothly.

Additional Resources
1. Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI: The Complete Owner's Manual
This comprehensive manual covers everything you need to know about the Mercury 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI
outboard motor. It provides detailed information on installation, operation, maintenance, and
troubleshooting. Whether you are a first-time user or an experienced boater, this guide ensures your
engine runs smoothly and efficiently.

2. Understanding EFI Systems: A Guide to Mercury Outboard Motors
This book delves into Electronic Fuel Injection (EFI) technology with a focus on Mercury outboard
engines. It explains how EFI improves performance and fuel efficiency, and offers step-by-step instructions
on diagnosing and repairing EFI systems. Ideal for marine mechanics and engine enthusiasts alike.

3. Bigfoot Series Outboards: History and Technical Insights
Explore the history and development of the Bigfoot series outboard motors, including the 2012 60 EFI
model. This book provides technical specifications, performance reviews, and user testimonials. It also
highlights innovations that set Bigfoot outboards apart in the boating industry.

4. Marine Engine Maintenance: Tips for Mercury Outboards
A practical guide for maintaining Mercury outboard engines, with a special focus on the 2012 Bigfoot 60
EFI model. The book covers routine checks, cleaning, winterizing, and common repairs to keep your
motor in top condition. It’s a must-have for boat owners who want to extend the life of their engines.

5. Troubleshooting Your Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI Outboard
This manual provides troubleshooting techniques specific to the Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI outboard motor. It
helps identify common problems such as fuel issues, electrical faults, and mechanical failures. The book
includes flowcharts and diagnostic tips to quickly pinpoint and resolve engine issues.

6. EFI Fuel Systems in Marine Engines: Principles and Practices
Dive into the mechanics and chemistry behind EFI fuel systems in marine engines, focusing on models
like the Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI. The book explains fuel delivery, injection timing, and emission controls.
It’s designed for students, engineers, and hobbyists interested in marine engine technology.

7. Boating Safety and Engine Care: A Mercury Bigfoot Owner’s Handbook
This handbook combines boating safety tips with engine care advice tailored for Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI



owners. It covers safe operation practices, emergency procedures, and routine engine upkeep. The book
aims to enhance both your boating experience and the longevity of your motor.

8. Performance Upgrades for Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI Outboards
Explore various performance enhancement options available for the Mercury Bigfoot 60 EFI outboard
motor. From propeller choices to electronic tuning modules, this book guides you through modifications
that can boost power and fuel economy. It also discusses the impact of upgrades on engine warranty and
reliability.

9. DIY Repair and Servicing of Mercury Outboard Engines
A hands-on guide for do-it-yourself enthusiasts who want to service and repair their Mercury outboard
engines, including the 2012 Bigfoot 60 EFI. The book includes step-by-step instructions, tool lists, and safety
precautions. It empowers boat owners to handle minor repairs and routine maintenance themselves.
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