mccarthyism and the second red scare
worksheet answers

McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare marked a significant period in American history characterized
by heightened fears of communist influence and espionage. Named after Senator Joseph McCarthy,
who became the face of this anti-communist fervor in the late 1940s and early 1950s, this era was
marked by aggressive investigations and allegations aimed at rooting out communists from various
sectors of American society, including government, entertainment, and education. The Second Red
Scare was characterized by a pervasive culture of fear, suspicion, and the suppression of dissent,
which led to widespread violations of civil liberties and the stifling of political discourse.

Understanding McCarthyism

Origins

The roots of McCarthyism can be traced back to the aftermath of World War Il and the onset of the
Cold War. Several factors contributed to the rise of anti-communist sentiments:

1. Geopolitical Tensions: The emergence of the Soviet Union as a superpower and its influence in
Eastern Europe heightened fears in the United States.

2. The Red Scare of 1919-1920: Previous anti-communist sentiments fueled by the Bolshevik
Revolution laid groundwork for future fears.

3. Espionage Cases: High-profile cases such as the Alger Hiss trial and the Rosenberg executions
intensified fears of infiltration by communist agents.

Joseph McCarthy's Rise to Prominence

Senator Joseph McCarthy, a relatively unknown figure before 1950, capitalized on the growing fear of
communism. Key moments in his rise include:

- The Wheeling Speech: In February 1950, McCarthy claimed to have a list of communists working in
the State Department, which propelled him into the national spotlight.

- Senate Investigations: He initiated numerous hearings to investigate alleged communists in the
government, often employing aggressive and sensationalist tactics.

Key Characteristics of McCarthyism

The practice of McCarthyism is defined by several notable characteristics:

- Fearmongering: McCarthy and his supporters employed fear as a weapon to create panic about the
supposed communist threat.



- Public Trials and Hearings: Many individuals were summoned to testify before the House Un-
American Activities Committee (HUAC) and other bodies, often leading to public shaming.

- Blacklisting: Many in Hollywood and other industries faced severe repercussions, including job loss
and social ostracism, if they were accused of communist affiliations.

The Second Red Scare

Timeline of Events

The Second Red Scare spanned roughly from 1947 until the late 1950s. Important events include:

1. 1947: The formation of the HUAC and the investigation of Hollywood figures.

2. 1950: McCarthy's Wheeling speech and subsequent rise to power.

3. 1954: The Army-McCarthy hearings, which marked the decline of McCarthy's influence.
4. 1956: The eventual discrediting of McCarthyism, as public sentiment shifted against it.

Impact on Society

The implications of the Second Red Scare were profound, affecting various aspects of American life:

- Political Climate: The atmosphere of fear stifled dissent and led to a lack of political opposition to the
prevailing anti-communist ideology.

- Civil Liberties: The era saw significant violations of civil rights, including wrongful accusations and
loss of employment without due process.

- Cultural Influence: Art, literature, and film were heavily scrutinized, with many artists and
intellectuals facing persecution for their political beliefs.

Key Figures and Organizations

Several key figures and organizations played crucial roles during this period:

- Joseph McCarthy: As a senator, he became the face of anti-communism.
- Earl Warren: The Chief Justice who presided over cases that highlighted civil liberties issues.
- The HUAC: This committee was instrumental in investigating and exposing alleged communists.

Worksheet Answers on McCarthyism and the Second
Red Scare

To aid in understanding McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare, below are sample worksheet
questions and answers that could be used in an educational setting.



Sample Questions and Answers

1. What were the main causes of the Second Red Scare?
- The main causes included post-World War Il geopolitical tensions, fears of Soviet espionage, the
impact of the Cold War, and earlier anti-communist sentiments from the first Red Scare.

2. How did Joseph McCarthy rise to prominence?
- He rose to prominence after making unsubstantiated claims about communists in the government,
particularly during his Wheeling speech in 1950, which garnered media attention and public fear.

3. What methods did McCarthy use to accuse individuals of communism?
- McCarthy used aggressive questioning during congressional hearings, public allegations, and
manipulation of public sentiment to promote his anti-communist agenda.

4. What was the impact of McCarthyism on American society?
- McCarthyism led to widespread fear, the violation of civil rights, blacklisting in various industries,
and an environment where dissent was often suppressed.

5. How did the Army-McCarthy hearings affect McCarthy's influence?
- The Army-McCarthy hearings exposed McCarthy's tactics to the public and led to a decline in his
popularity, ultimately resulting in his censure by the Senate in 1954.

Conclusion

McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare represent a cautionary tale in American history, illustrating
the dangers of fear-driven politics and the erosion of civil liberties. The era serves as a reminder of
the fragility of democratic values in the face of perceived threats, and the importance of safeguarding
individual rights against mass hysteria. Understanding this period helps inform contemporary
discussions about freedom, security, and the balance between the two in a democratic society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was McCarthyism?

McCarthyism refers to the practice of making accusations of subversion or treason without proper
regard for evidence, particularly associated with Senator Joseph McCarthy's anti-communist pursuits
during the early 1950s.

What were the main causes of the Second Red Scare?

The Second Red Scare was largely fueled by the fear of communist infiltration in the U.S. government,
the Soviet Union's nuclear capabilities, and the events of the Cold War, including the Korean War.



What role did the House Un-American Activities Committee
(HUAC) play during this period?

HUAC played a significant role in investigating alleged disloyalty and subversive activities among
private citizens, public employees, and organizations, leading to numerous hearings and the
blacklisting of individuals in Hollywood.

How did McCarthyism affect American society?

McCarthyism created a climate of fear and suspicion, leading to widespread accusations, loss of
employment, and violations of civil liberties, as individuals were often denounced based on flimsy
evidence or guilt by association.

What was the significance of the Army-McCarthy hearings?

The Army-McCarthy hearings in 1954 were significant because they exposed McCarthy's tactics to the
public, leading to a decline in his influence and a shift in public opinion against his aggressive anti-
communist stance.

How did McCarthyism come to an end?

McCarthyism began to wane after the Army-McCarthy hearings and McCarthy's subsequent censure
by the Senate in 1954, which marked a significant decline in his power and the broader anti-
communist hysteria.

What are some lasting impacts of McCarthyism on American
politics?

The lasting impacts of McCarthyism include a heightened awareness of civil liberties, the
establishment of more rigorous standards for evidence in political accusations, and a lingering caution
in American politics regarding the labeling of dissenters.
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