maths brain teasers with answers for
kids

Maths brain teasers with answers for kids are an excellent way to engage
young minds, enhance critical thinking skills, and make learning fun. These
puzzles not only stimulate logical reasoning but also help kids develop a
love for mathematics. In this article, we will explore a variety of maths
brain teasers suitable for children, complete with answers and explanations.
Whether you're a parent looking for activities to do at home or a teacher
seeking resources for the classroom, these brain teasers will provide plenty
of opportunities for learning and entertainment.

Benefits of Maths Brain Teasers for Kids

Engaging children with maths brain teasers can lead to numerous benefits,
including:

e Improved Problem—-Solving Skills: Brain teasers encourage kids to think
outside the box and apply different strategies to solve problems.

e Enhanced Critical Thinking: These puzzles require logical reasoning,
which helps in developing critical thinking abilities.

e Increased Engagement: Fun and challenging, brain teasers can capture
kids' interest, making them more enthusiastic about learning maths.

e Boosted Confidence: Successfully solving a brain teaser can give
children a sense of accomplishment and boost their confidence in their

mathematical abilities.

e Encouragement of Cooperative Learning: Working on brain teasers in
groups can foster teamwork and communication skills.

Maths Brain Teasers for Kids

Here are some engaging maths brain teasers that children can enjoy. Each
teaser is followed by its answer and a brief explanation to help them
understand the solution better.

1. The Missing Number

Teaser: What number should come next in this series?
2, 4, 8, 16, _7

Answer: 32

Explanation: Each number is multiplied by 2 to get the next number in the



series. Therefore, 16 x 2 = 32.

2. The Farmer’s Dilemma

Teaser: A farmer has 17 sheep, and all but 9 die. How many sheep does the
farmer have left?

Answer: 9

Explanation: The phrase "all but 9 die" means that 9 sheep are still alive.
Thus, the farmer has 9 sheep left.

3. The Magic Square

Teaser: Fill in the blanks to create a magic square where each row, column,
and diagonal sums up to the same number.

8 | _ | _ |

[ — | 5 | _ |

[ — I _ 1 3|

Answer:

I 8 | 1 | 6 |

[ 3 1 51 7|
4 1 9 | 2 |

Explanation: Each row, column, and diagonal sums to 15.

4. The Chocolate Bar

Teaser: A chocolate bar is divided into 12 pieces. If you break the bar into
individual pieces, how many breaks do you need to make?

Answer: 11 breaks

Explanation: To separate the chocolate bar into 12 pieces, you need to make
11 breaks. Each break increases the number of separate pieces by one.

5. The Hourglass Riddle

Teaser: You have two hourglasses: one measures 7 minutes and the other
measures 4 minutes. How can you measure exactly 9 minutes?

Answer:

1. Start both hourglasses at the same time.

2. When the 4-minute hourglass runs out, flip it over.
3. When the 7-minute hourglass runs out, flip it over (this is at 7 minutes).



4. When the 4-minute hourglass runs out again (which will take an additional
4 minutes, totaling 8 minutes), flip the 4-minute hourglass over again.

5. When the 4-minute hourglass runs out this time, you have measured exactly
9 minutes.

Explanation: This riddle involves strategic timing to measure the desired
time using the two hourglasses.

6. The Age Puzzle

Teaser: A father is three times as o0ld as his son. In 15 years, the father
will be twice as old as his son. How old are they now?

Answer: The father is 45 years old, and the son is 15 years old.
Explanation: Let the son's age be X. Then, the father's age is 3X. In 15
years, the father's age will be (3X + 15) and the son’s age will be (X + 15).

Setting up the equation:
3Xx + 15 = 2(X + 15) leads to the solution X = 15.

7. The Number Riddle

Teaser: I am an odd number. Take away one letter, and I become even. What
number am I?

Answer: Seven

Explanation: Remove the 's' from "seven," and you have "even."

8. The Train Problem

Teaser: A train leaves a station traveling at 60 km/h. Another train leaves
the same station 30 minutes later, traveling at 90 km/h. When will the second
train catch up with the first?

Answer: The second train will catch up in 1 hour.
Explanation: The first train has a 30 km head start (60 km/h 0.5 hours). The

second train is gaining at 30 km/h (90 km/h - 60 km/h). Therefore, it will
take 1 hour (30 km / 30 km/h) for the second train to catch up.

9. The Coin Riddle

Teaser: You have two coins that add up to 30 cents. One of them is not a
nickel. What are the two coins?

Answer: A quarter and a nickel.
Explanation: The riddle states that one of the coins is not a nickel, but

that doesn’t mean both aren’t. The other coin can be a nickel, making the
total 30 cents.



10. The Family Puzzle

Teaser: A mother is 21 years older than her son. In 6 years, she will be
twice as old as her son. How old are they now?

Answer: The mother is 27 years old, and the son is 6 years old.

Explanation: Let the son's age be X. The mother's age then is X + 21. In 6
years, the equation becomes:
(X + 21 + 6) = 2(X + 6) which simplifies to X = 6.

Conclusion

Maths brain teasers with answers for kids are not only stimulating but also
serve as a great way to strengthen mathematical skills in a fun and engaging
manner. By incorporating these puzzles into daily routines, parents and
educators can foster a deeper appreciation for mathematics in children.
Encourage your kids to solve these teasers, and watch their problem-solving
skills and confidence grow!

Frequently Asked Questions

What has keys but can't open locks?

A piano.

I am an odd number. Take away one letter and I become
even. What number am I?

Seven.

If two's company and three's a crowd, what are four
and five?

Nine.

What gets wetter as it dries?

A towel.

I have branches, but no fruit, trunk, or leaves. What
am I?

A bank.

If you multiply this number by any other number, the



answer will always be the same. What number is it?

Zero.
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