
math terms for addition subtraction
multiplication and division

math terms for addition subtraction multiplication and division are fundamental vocabulary
essential for understanding basic arithmetic operations. These terms form the building blocks of
mathematics, enabling clear communication and comprehension of numerical processes. Addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division each have their own unique set of terms that describe the
components and results of these operations. Mastery of these terms is crucial for students, educators,
and anyone engaged in mathematical problem-solving. This article provides a detailed exploration of
the key math terms related to these four operations, helping to clarify their meanings and usage. The
following sections will cover terminology associated with addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division respectively, offering definitions and practical examples to enhance understanding.

Key Math Terms for Addition

Essential Vocabulary for Subtraction

Important Terms in Multiplication

Fundamental Division Terminology

Key Math Terms for Addition

Addition is one of the first arithmetic operations taught in mathematics, and it has specific
terminology that helps describe the process and its components. Understanding these math terms for
addition is vital for grasping how numbers combine to form sums.

Summand

A summand is any number that is added to another number in an addition operation. For example, in
the expression 4 + 5 = 9, both 4 and 5 are summands. Recognizing summands is important as they
represent the parts that come together to produce a total.

Sum

The sum is the result of adding two or more summands. It represents the total amount after the
addition operation has been performed. In the previous example, 9 is the sum of 4 and 5.



Addend

An addend is another term for a summand; it refers to numbers being added. Some educational
contexts use addend interchangeably with summand, but both indicate the numbers combined in
addition.

Plus Sign

The plus sign (+) is the mathematical symbol indicating the addition operation. It separates the
addends or summands and signals that these numbers should be combined to find the sum.

Properties of Addition

Several properties govern addition and its terms:

Commutative Property: The order of addends does not affect the sum (e.g., 3 + 5 = 5 + 3).

Associative Property: When adding three or more numbers, the grouping does not affect the
sum (e.g., (2 + 3) + 4 = 2 + (3 + 4)).

Identity Property: Adding zero to any number leaves it unchanged (e.g., 7 + 0 = 7).

Essential Vocabulary for Subtraction

Subtraction is the process of finding the difference between numbers, and it also has specific
terminology to describe its elements. Knowledge of subtraction terms aids in understanding how
quantities decrease or are compared.

Minuend

The minuend is the number from which another number is subtracted. In the subtraction expression
10 - 4 = 6, 10 is the minuend. It represents the starting quantity before the subtraction occurs.

Subtrahend

The subtrahend is the number that is subtracted from the minuend. Using the same example, 4 is the



subtrahend. It indicates how much is being taken away or removed.

Difference

The difference is the result of the subtraction operation. It shows how much remains after the
subtrahend is taken from the minuend. In 10 - 4 = 6, the difference is 6.

Minus Sign

The minus sign (−) symbolizes subtraction in mathematical expressions. It appears between the
minuend and subtrahend to indicate the operation of taking one quantity away from another.

Related Terms and Concepts

Understanding subtraction also involves recognizing related terms and concepts such as:

Borrowing (Regrouping): A technique used in subtraction when the minuend digit is smaller
than the subtrahend digit, requiring redistribution of value.

Difference Comparison: Subtraction can be used to compare two values to find how much
one exceeds or falls short of the other.

Important Terms in Multiplication

Multiplication is a fundamental arithmetic operation that involves combining equal groups. The
terminology associated with multiplication is essential for describing the factors involved and the
product obtained.

Multiplicand

The multiplicand is the number being multiplied. For example, in 6 × 3 = 18, 6 is the multiplicand. It
represents the quantity to be repeated or scaled.



Multiplier

The multiplier is the number by which the multiplicand is multiplied. In the example above, 3 is the
multiplier, indicating how many times the multiplicand is counted.

Product

The product is the result of multiplying the multiplicand by the multiplier. In 6 × 3 = 18, 18 is the
product, representing the total after multiplication.

Multiplication Sign

The multiplication sign (×) or sometimes a dot (·) indicates the multiplication operation. It separates
the multiplicand and multiplier in mathematical expressions.

Properties of Multiplication

Multiplication has several key properties related to its terms:

Commutative Property: The order of factors does not affect the product (e.g., 4 × 5 = 5 × 4).

Associative Property: Grouping of factors does not affect the product (e.g., (2 × 3) × 4 = 2 ×
(3 × 4)).

Distributive Property: Multiplication distributes over addition (e.g., 3 × (4 + 5) = 3 × 4 + 3 ×
5).

Identity Property: Multiplying any number by 1 leaves it unchanged (e.g., 7 × 1 = 7).

Fundamental Division Terminology

Division is the arithmetic operation of distributing a quantity into equal parts or determining how
many times one number fits into another. Its terminology clarifies the components and outcomes of
division problems.



Dividend

The dividend is the number being divided. In 20 ÷ 4 = 5, 20 is the dividend. It represents the total
quantity to be split or partitioned.

Divisor

The divisor is the number by which the dividend is divided. In the example, 4 is the divisor, indicating
the number of equal parts or groups.

Quotient

The quotient is the result of the division operation. It shows how many times the divisor fits into the
dividend or how many units are in each group. In 20 ÷ 4 = 5, the quotient is 5.

Division Sign

The division sign (÷) or a slash (/) denotes division in mathematical expressions. It separates the
dividend and divisor, signaling the division operation.

Related Terms

Additional terms related to division include:

Remainder: The amount left over when the dividend is not perfectly divisible by the divisor.

Exact Division: When the dividend is evenly divisible by the divisor, resulting in no remainder.

Long Division: A method for dividing larger numbers step-by-step.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the term for the numbers being added in addition?
The numbers being added are called addends.



What do you call the result of an addition problem?
The result of an addition problem is called the sum.

In subtraction, what is the number you subtract from called?
The number you subtract from is called the minuend.

What is the name of the number that is subtracted in a
subtraction problem?
The number that is subtracted is called the subtrahend.

What is the result of a subtraction operation called?
The result of subtraction is called the difference.

In multiplication, what are the numbers being multiplied
called?
The numbers being multiplied are called factors.

What is the product in multiplication?
The product is the result of multiplying two or more factors.

In division, what is the number being divided called?
The number being divided is called the dividend.

What is the number you divide by called in division?
The number you divide by is called the divisor.

What is the result of a division operation called?
The result of division is called the quotient.

Additional Resources
1. Adding Adventures: Exploring the World of Addition
This engaging book introduces readers to the concept of addition through fun stories and colorful
illustrations. It explains how adding numbers helps us solve everyday problems, from counting toys to
combining ingredients in a recipe. Perfect for young learners, it builds a strong foundation in basic
arithmetic.

2. Subtracting Stories: Understanding the Power of Taking Away



Dive into the world of subtraction with this captivating book that demonstrates how taking away
objects changes quantities. Through relatable examples and interactive activities, readers learn to
master subtraction facts and develop problem-solving skills. It’s an excellent resource for children
beginning their math journey.

3. Multiplication Magic: Unlocking the Secrets of Times Tables
Multiplication Magic transforms the challenge of times tables into an exciting adventure. This book
uses patterns, games, and real-life scenarios to help readers memorize multiplication facts and
understand their applications. It encourages confidence and fluency in multiplication for elementary
students.

4. Division Discoveries: Sharing and Grouping Made Simple
Division Discoveries breaks down the concept of division into easy-to-understand steps. Readers
explore how dividing objects into equal groups relates to sharing and fair distribution. With clear
explanations and hands-on activities, this book makes division accessible and fun.

5. The Addition and Subtraction Connection
This book highlights the relationship between addition and subtraction, showing how they are inverse
operations. Through examples and practice exercises, readers learn to solve equations by thinking
about how these two operations work together. It’s ideal for reinforcing arithmetic skills and logical
thinking.

6. Multiplying and Dividing: Two Sides of the Same Coin
Explore the complementary nature of multiplication and division in this insightful book. Readers
discover how understanding one operation can help solve problems involving the other. With practical
tips and visual aids, it strengthens comprehension of these fundamental math concepts.

7. Adding Up the Numbers: A Journey Through Addition Strategies
This book presents various strategies for addition, such as counting on, making ten, and using
doubles. Through engaging examples and challenges, readers learn to choose the most efficient
method for different problems. It promotes flexible thinking and number sense.

8. Subtraction Solutions: Tackling Problems Step by Step
Subtraction Solutions guides readers through multi-step subtraction problems with clear instructions
and examples. It emphasizes understanding place value and borrowing techniques to solve complex
calculations. This resource is perfect for students ready to advance their subtraction skills.

9. Multiplication and Division in Everyday Life
Discover how multiplication and division apply beyond the classroom in this practical book. From
sharing snacks to calculating time and money, readers see the real-world relevance of these
operations. The book encourages critical thinking and application of math in daily situations.
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