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edition

Mastering AS/400: A Practical Hands-On, 3rd Edition is a comprehensive guide that dives deep into
the world of IBM's AS/400 systems, providing readers with the knowledge and practical skills
necessary to navigate and utilize this powerful platform. This article explores the key components,
features, and practical applications of the AS/400 system as outlined in the third edition of this
valuable resource.

Introduction to AS/400 Systems

The AS/400, now known as IBM iSeries, has been a cornerstone of enterprise computing since its
inception in the late 1980s. It offers a robust environment for running business applications,
managing databases, and providing reliable services. Here’s what you need to know about the
AS/400 system:

Historical Context

- Launch Date: The AS/400 was introduced by IBM in 1988, designed to replace the previous series
of mid-range computers.

- Evolution: Over the years, the system has evolved significantly, integrating modern technologies
while maintaining backward compatibility with older applications.

- Current Relevance: Despite the rise of cloud computing and other platforms, many organizations
still rely on AS/400 systems due to their reliability, security, and performance.

Key Features of AS/400 Systems

1. Integrated Database: The AS/400 includes the DB2 database, which allows for seamless data
management and retrieval.

2. Multitasking Capabilities: Users can run multiple applications simultaneously without
performance degradation.

3. Security: The system offers robust security features, including user authentication and data
encryption.

4. Scalability: AS/400 systems can be easily scaled to meet growing business demands, supporting a
wide range of workloads.

5. Cross-platform Compatibility: AS/400 can run applications developed in various programming
languages, including RPG, COBOL, and Java.

Overview of the Book Structure



Mastering AS/400: A Practical Hands-On, 3rd Edition is designed to be both an introductory text and
a practical guide for experienced users. Here’s a breakdown of its structure:

Chapters and Topics Covered

1. Getting Started with AS/400

- Basic architecture and components

- Overview of the user interface

- Understanding the command line and menus

2. Programming on AS/400

- Introduction to RPG and CL programming
- Writing and debugging simple programs

- Best practices for coding on AS/400

3. Database Management

- Working with DB2

- Designing and managing tables
- Performing SQL queries

4. System Administration

- User account management

- Backup and recovery procedures

- Performance tuning and monitoring

5. Networking and Integration

- Connecting AS/400 to other systems
- Utilizing APIs and web services

- Integrating with cloud solutions

Practical Applications of AS/400

Mastering the AS/400 system enables professionals to leverage its capabilities for various business
applications. Here are some practical uses:

Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP)

- Integration: AS/400 systems can seamlessly integrate with ERP solutions, providing a unified
platform for business management.

- Customization: Users can customize ERP applications to meet specific organizational needs,
ensuring optimal performance and functionality.



Customer Relationship Management (CRM)

- Data Management: The database capabilities of AS/400 allow for effective management of
customer data, enabling better service and relationship management.

- Reporting and Analytics: Users can generate detailed reports and analytics to measure customer
satisfaction and improve service delivery.

E-commerce Solutions

- Web Integration: AS/400 can host e-commerce applications, providing a stable and secure
environment for online transactions.

- Real-time Processing: The multitasking capabilities allow for real-time order processing and
inventory management.

Tips for Mastering AS/400

To effectively master AS/400 and make the most of Mastering AS/400: A Practical Hands-On, 3rd
Edition, consider the following tips:

1. Hands-On Practice: Engage with the system regularly to build familiarity and confidence.

2. Utilize Resources: Leverage online forums, user groups, and webinars focused on AS/400
technologies.

3. Stay Updated: Continuously learn about new updates and features as IBM evolves the AS/400
platform.

4. Collaborate with Peers: Work with colleagues who have experience with AS/400 to share
knowledge and best practices.

5. Experiment with Projects: Implement small projects to apply what you've learned from the book.

Conclusion

Mastering AS/400: A Practical Hands-On, 3rd Edition serves as an essential guide for anyone looking
to deepen their understanding of the AS/400 system. With its practical approach and comprehensive
coverage, this book equips readers with the tools needed to harness the full potential of this
powerful platform. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced professional, mastering the
AS/400 can significantly enhance your skill set and career opportunities in the field of enterprise
computing.

By immersing yourself in the content of this book and applying the practical skills learned, you can
navigate the complexities of AS/400 systems and contribute effectively to your organization’s
technological landscape. The journey to mastering AS/400 not only enhances your technical abilities
but also prepares you for the future of enterprise IT.



Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in 'Mastering AS/400: A Practical
Hands-On 3rd Edition'?

The book covers a wide range of topics including AS/400 architecture, programming languages like
RPG and CL, database management with DB2, and practical applications of system administration.

Who is the target audience for ‘Mastering AS/400: A Practical
Hands-On 3rd Edition'?

The target audience includes IT professionals, programmers, and system administrators who are
looking to enhance their skills in AS/400 systems, as well as students studying computer science.

What makes the 3rd edition of 'Mastering AS/400' different
from previous editions?

The 3rd edition includes updated content reflecting the latest advancements in AS/400 technology,
new exercises for hands-on practice, and expanded coverage on modern programming techniques.

Is 'Mastering AS/400: A Practical Hands-On 3rd Edition'
suitable for beginners?

Yes, the book is designed to be accessible for beginners, providing foundational knowledge before
moving on to more complex topics and practical applications.

Does the book include practical exercises and examples?

Yes, 'Mastering AS/400: A Practical Hands-On 3rd Edition' includes numerous practical exercises
and real-world examples to reinforce learning and provide hands-on experience.

Can readers find resources for further learning in '‘Mastering
AS/400'?

Yes, the book provides references to additional resources, including online tutorials, forums, and
communities dedicated to AS/400 development and administration.

What skills can readers expect to gain from 'Mastering
AS/400: A Practical Hands-On 3rd Edition'?

Readers can expect to gain skills in AS/400 system management, programming with RPG and CL,
database design and management, as well as troubleshooting and optimization techniques.
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